
 

 

Making data open legally 
 

Open data must be legally available for open use. To make data publicly available, a suitable 

open data license must be applied. If data isn’t publicly available, then it is hard for others to use 

it (or even decide whether to use it). Explicit licensing is essential to provide clarity and certainty 

to users and reusers (and is needed even if data is to be in the ‘public domain’). 

You can share your data on Open Data Pakistan (ODP) under one of the following open 
licenses. 

 
Creative Commons 
 
1. Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) 
 
 

  
  
Human-readable summary: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ 
Legal code: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode 
 
You are free: 

 To Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format 

 To Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even 
commercially. 

 
This license is acceptable for Free Cultural Works. 
The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. 
 
Under the following terms: 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode


 
Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, 
and indicate if changes were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in 
any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. 
No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological 
measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. 

 
Notices: 
You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or 
where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation. 
No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your 
intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how 
you use the material. 
 
 
2. Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International (CC BY-SA 4.0) 

 

   
 
Human-readable summary: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/ 
Legal code: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 

 
You are free: 

 To Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format 

 To Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even 
commercially. 

 
This license is acceptable for Free Cultural Works. 
The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. 
 
Under the following terms: 
 

Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, 
and indicate if changes were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in 
any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. 
 
ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute 
your contributions under the same license as the original. 

 
No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that 
legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. 
 
Notices: 
You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or 
where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your 
intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how 
you use the material. 
 
 
3. CC0 1.0 Universal (CC0 1.0) Public Domain Dedication 
 

 
 
Human-readable summary: https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/ 
Legal code: https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode 
 
No Copyright 

 
The person who associated a work with this deed has dedicated the work to the public 
domain by waiving all of his or her rights to the work worldwide under copyright law, 
including all related and neighboring rights, to the extent allowed by law. 
 
You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial purposes, 
all without asking permission. See Other Information below. 

 
Other Information: 
In no way are the patent or trademark rights of any person affected by CC0, nor are the rights 
that other persons may have in the work or in how the work is used, such as publicity or privacy 
rights. 
 
Unless expressly stated otherwise, the person who associated a work with this deed makes no 
warranties about the work, and disclaims liability for all uses of the work, to the fullest extent 
permitted by applicable law. When using or citing the work, you should not imply endorsement 
by the author or the affirmer. 
 
 

Open Data Commons 
 

4. ODC Open Database License (ODbL) 
 
Human-readable summary: https://opendatacommons.org/licenses/odbl/1.0/ 
Legal code: https://opendatacommons.org/licenses/odbl/summary/ 

You are free: 

 To Share - To copy, distribute and use the database. 

 To Create - To produce works from the database. 

 To Adapt - To modify, transform and build upon the database. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode
https://opendatacommons.org/licenses/odbl/1.0/
https://opendatacommons.org/licenses/odbl/summary/


As long as you: 

 Attribute: You must attribute any public use of the database, or works produced from the 

database, in the manner specified in the ODbL. For any use or redistribution of the 

database, or works produced from it, you must make clear to others the license of the 

database and keep intact any notices on the original database. 

 Share-Alike: If you publicly use any adapted version of this database, or works produced 

from an adapted database, you must also offer that adapted database under the ODbL. 

 Keep open: If you redistribute the database, or an adapted version of it, then you may use 

technological measures that restrict the work (such as DRM) as long as you also redistribute 

a version without such measures. 

Disclaimer 
This is not a license. It is simply a handy reference for understanding the ODbL 1.0 — it is a 
human-readable expression of some of its key terms. This document has no legal value, and its 
contents do not appear in the actual license. Read the full ODbL 1.0 license text for the exact 
terms that apply. 
 

5. ODC Attribution 
 
Human-readable summary: https://opendatacommons.org/licenses/by/summary/ 
Legal code: https://opendatacommons.org/licenses/by/1.0/ 

You are free: 

 To Share - To copy, distribute and use the database. 

 To Create - To produce works from the database. 

 To Adapt - To modify, transform and build upon the database. 

As long as you: 

 Attribute: You must attribute any public use of the database, or works produced from the 

database, in the manner specified in the license. For any use or redistribution of the 

database, or works produced from it, you must make clear to others the license of the 

database and keep intact any notices on the original database. 

Disclaimer 
This is not a license. It is simply a handy reference for understanding the ODC-BY 1.0 — it is a 
human-readable expression of some of its key terms. This document has no legal value, and its 
contents do not appear in the actual license. Read the full ODC-BY 1.0 license text for the exact 
terms that apply. 
 
6. ODC Public Domain Dedication 
 
Human-readable summary: https://opendatacommons.org/licenses/pddl/summary/ 
Legal code: https://opendatacommons.org/licenses/pddl/1.0/ 
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You are free: 

 To Share - To copy, distribute and use the database. 

 To Create - To produce works from the database. 

 To Adapt - To modify, transform and build upon the database. 

As long as you: 

 Blank: This section is intentionally left blank. The PDDL imposes no restrictions on your use 

of the PDDL licensed database. 

Disclaimer 
This is not a license. It is simply a handy reference for understanding the PDDL 1.0 — it is a 
human-readable expression of some of its key terms. This document has no legal value, and its 
contents do not appear in the actual license. Read the full PDDL 1.0 license text for the exact 
terms that apply. 
 

Other 
 

Details of any other licenses or terms of use should be described in the description of the 
dataset and documentation is to be attached.  

http://www.opendatacommons.org/licenses/pddl/1.0/

