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2015 SURVEY OF MULTIRACIAL AMERICANS 

FINAL QUESTIONNAIRE 

 

PROGRAMMING NOTES:  
 
Lines across page designate a page break. 
 
Unless otherwise specified, question responses should appear in the same order on the screen as they do in the 
questionnaire. 
 
Please capture user agent string for the first device used to access survey and the last device used to submit. Please 
code these into mobile phone vs. tablet vs. computer. 
 
Please capture the time stamp for the time elapsed per screen. 
 
Please capture total survey time.  
 
Please suppress the system-generated instructions that appear at the top of each question (e.g. "Select only one 
answer"). Instructions should only appear where noted in this document. 
 
Please use soft prompts where indicated. Here is the language for the prompts: 

Soft prompt: If you’re sure you want to skip, click Next. 
 
For the following instructions: RANDOMIZE means scramble the order of all items in random order, ROTATE means 
show the items in reverse order for a random half of the sample.  
 
Please provide screenshots of the entire survey as it will appear on desktop and on mobile devices.   
 
See pages 8-10 for programming syntax for FILTER and other variables. 
 

 
Welcome! Thank you for agreeing to participate in this survey and we hope you enjoy it. This survey is sponsored by the 
Pew Research Center, a non-partisan and non-profit research organization located in Washington, DC. 
 
The survey should take about 15 minutes for most people to complete.  
 
Here are some helpful hints: 

 

 Please do not use your browser's back button to go back to previous questions. Instead, use the navigation 
buttons on each web page to move through the survey. 
 

 You have the option to pause the survey and finish it later by closing your web browser. To resume taking the 
survey, click on the link you were sent in the email and you will be given an option to continue where you left 
off. 
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ASK ALL 

We are interested in learning about your family background. The next few questions are important because they will 

help us understand your answers to later questions. So please try to answer each one completely and to the best of 

your ability. 

 

ASK ALL 
R1   What is your race or origin?  

[Mark ONE OR MORE boxes.]  

 
a. White 

Examples: German, Irish, English, Italian, Lebanese, Egyptian, and so on 
b. Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin 

Examples: Mexican or Mexican American, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Dominican, Salvadoran, Colombian, 
and so on 

c. Black or African American  

Examples: African American, Jamaican, Haitian, Nigerian, Ethiopian, Somalian, and so on 
d. Asian or Asian-American 

Examples: Chinese, Filipino, Asian Indian, Vietnamese, Korean, Japanese, and so on 
e. American Indian  

Examples: Navajo Nation, Blackfeet Tribe, Muscogee (Creek) Nation, Mayan, Doyon, Native Village of  
Barrow Inupiat Traditional Government, and so on 

f. Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 

Examples: Native Hawaiian, Samoan, Guamanian or Chamorro, Tongan, Fijian, Marshallese, and so on 
g. Some other race or origin  

List race(s) and/or origin(s)  
 

 
 

[PROGRAMMING SOFT PROMPT] 
 
 [PROGRAMMING NOTE: PLEASE SHOW BOXES INSTEAD OF CIRCULAR RADIO BUTTONS] 
 

[PROGRAMMING NOTE: PLEASE AUTOMATICALLY CHECK THE SOME OTHER RACE BOX IF THERE 
IS TEXT ENTERED INTO THE TEXT BOX; IF THAT TEXT IS SUBSEQUENTLY DELETED, PLEASE HAVE 
THE BOX UNCHECK AUTOMATICALLY. THERE SHOULD STILL BE AN OPTION TO SELECT “SOME 
OTHER RACE OR ORIGIN” AND LEAVE THE BOX BLANK, HOWEVER.] 

 
 [PROGRAMMING NOTE: PLEASE CODE INTO 7 SEPARATE VARIABLES, R1a THROUGH R1g, AND  
 LABEL THE VALUES AS  
  0 “NOT SELECTED” 
  1 “[INSERT RACE IN R1a-g]” 
  9 “REFUSED ALL RACE ITEMS a-g” 
 
 PLEASE LABEL THE VARIABLES IN THE FINAL DATASET AS FOLLOWS: “R1 WHAT IS YOUR RACE  
 OR ORIGIN? [INSERT RACE IN R1a-g]”  
 
 WE MAY REFER TO THESE VARIABLES IN FILTERS THROUGHOUT THE QUESTIONNAIRE]  
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ASK ALL 
R2 How would you describe your MOTHER’S race or origin? 

 

[Please mark the race or races of your BIOLOGICAL OR BIRTH MOTHER and not a stepmother or adoptive 

mother.] 
 
[Mark ONE OR MORE boxes.]  

 
a. White 

Examples: German, Irish, English, Italian, Lebanese, Egyptian, and so on 
b. Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin 

Examples: Mexican or Mexican American, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Dominican, Salvadoran, Colombian, 
and so on 

c. Black or African American  

Examples: African American, Jamaican, Haitian, Nigerian, Ethiopian, Somalian, and so on 
d. Asian or Asian-American 

Examples: Chinese, Filipino, Asian Indian, Vietnamese, Korean, Japanese, and so on 
e. American Indian  

Examples: Navajo Nation, Blackfeet Tribe, Muscogee (Creek) Nation, Mayan, Doyon, Native Village of  
Barrow Inupiat Traditional Government, and so on 

f. Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 

Examples: Native Hawaiian, Samoan, Guamanian or Chamorro, Tongan, Fijian, Marshallese, and so on 
g. Some other race or origin  
 
[PROGRAMMING NOTE: SOFT PROMPT] 

 
 [PROGRAMMING NOTE: PLEASE SHOW BOXES INSTEAD OF CIRCULAR RADIO BUTTONS] 
  
 [PROGRAMMING NOTE: PLEASE CODE INTO 7 SEPARATE VARIABLES, R2a THROUGH R2g, AND  
 LABEL THE VALUES AS  
  0 “NOT SELECTED” 
  1 “[INSERT RACE IN R2a-g]  
  9 “REFUSED ALL RACE ITEMS a-g” 
 
 PLEASE LABEL THE VARIABLES IN THE FINAL DATASET AS FOLLOWS: “R2 HOW WOULD YOU  
 DESCRIBE YOUR MOTHER’S RACE OR ORIGIN? [INSERT RACE IN R2a-g]”  
 
 WE MAY REFER TO THESE VARIABLES IN FILTERS THROUGHOUT THE QUESTIONNAIRE]  
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ASK ALL 
R3 How would you describe your FATHER’S race or origin?  
 

[Please mark the race or races of your BIOLOGICAL OR BIRTH FATHER and not a stepfather or adoptive 

father.] 

[Mark ONE OR MORE boxes.]  
 

a. White 

Examples: German, Irish, English, Italian, Lebanese, Egyptian, and so on 
b. Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin 

Examples: Mexican or Mexican American, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Dominican, Salvadoran, Colombian, 
and so on 

c. Black or African American  

Examples: African American, Jamaican, Haitian, Nigerian, Ethiopian, Somalian, and so on 
d. Asian or Asian-American 

Examples: Chinese, Filipino, Asian Indian, Vietnamese, Korean, Japanese, and so on 
e. American Indian  

Examples: Navajo Nation, Blackfeet Tribe, Muscogee (Creek) Nation, Mayan, Doyon, Native Village of  
Barrow Inupiat Traditional Government, and so on 

f. Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 

Examples: Native Hawaiian, Samoan, Guamanian or Chamorro, Tongan, Fijian, Marshallese, and so on 
g. Some other race or origin  
 
[PROGRAMMING NOTE: SOFT PROMPT] 
 

 [PROGRAMMING NOTE: PLEASE SHOW BOXES INSTEAD OF CIRCULAR RADIO BUTTONS] 
 
 [PROGRAMMING NOTE: PLEASE CODE INTO 7 SEPARATE VARIABLES, R3a THROUGH R3g, AND  
 LABEL THE VALUES AS  
  0 “NOT SELECTED” 
  1 “[INSERT RACE IN R3a-g]  
  9 “REFUSED ALL RACE ITEMS a-g” 
 
 PLEASE LABEL THE VARIABLES IN THE FINAL DATASET AS FOLLOWS: “R3 HOW WOULD YOU  
 DESCRIBE YOUR FATHER’S RACE OR ORIGIN? [INSERT RACE IN R3a-g]”  
 
 WE MAY REFER TO THESE VARIABLES IN FILTERS THROUGHOUT THE QUESTIONNAIRE]  
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ASK ALL 
R4  How would you describe the races or origins of your GRANDPARENTS?  

 
For example, to indicate all of your grandparents were white, only mark White. To indicate one was Asian and 
the rest were white, mark Asian and White. To indicate one was white and black and the remainder were 
Asian, mark White, Black and Asian. Please include ALL of the races that apply, including any you have 
already mentioned in previous answers. 

 
[Please mark the races or origins of your BIOLOGICAL OR BIRTH GRANDPARENTS and not step-

grandparents or adoptive grandparents.] 
 
[Mark ONE OR MORE boxes.]  

 
a. White 

Examples: German, Irish, English, Italian, Lebanese, Egyptian, and so on 
b. Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin 

Examples: Mexican or Mexican American, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Dominican, Salvadoran, Colombian, 
and so on 

c. Black or African American  

Examples: African American, Jamaican, Haitian, Nigerian, Ethiopian, Somalian, and so on 
d. Asian or Asian-American 

Examples: Chinese, Filipino, Asian Indian, Vietnamese, Korean, Japanese, and so on 
e. American Indian  

Examples: Navajo Nation, Blackfeet Tribe, Muscogee (Creek) Nation, Mayan, Doyon, Native Village of  
Barrow Inupiat Traditional Government, and so on 

f. Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 

Examples: Native Hawaiian, Samoan, Guamanian or Chamorro, Tongan, Fijian, Marshallese, and so on 
g. Some other race or origin  
 
[PROGRAMMING NOTE: SOFT PROMPT] 
 
[PROGRAMMING NOTE: PLEASE SHOW BOXES INSTEAD OF CIRCULAR RADIO BUTTONS] 

 
 [PROGRAMMING NOTE: PLEASE CODE INTO 7 SEPARATE VARIABLES, R4a THROUGH R4g, AND  
 LABEL THE VALUES AS  
  0 “NOT SELECTED” 
  1 “[INSERT RACE IN R4a-g]  
  9 “REFUSED ALL RACE ITEMS a-g” 
 
 PLEASE LABEL THE VARIABLES IN THE FINAL DATASET AS FOLLOWS: “R4 HOW YOUR YOU  
 DESCRIBE THE RACES OR ORIGINS OF YOUR GRANDPARENTS? [INSERT RACE IN R4a-g]”  
 
 WE MAY REFER TO THESE VARIABLES IN FILTERS THROUGHOUT THE QUESTIONNAIRE]  
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ASK ALL 
R5 Thinking about your family history, as far as you know were any of your GREAT GRANDPARENTS or 

EARLIER ANCESTORS a different race or origin than you, your parents or your grandparents? 

1 Yes 
2 No 
3 Don’t know/unsure 
-1 Refused 

 

 [PROGRAMMING NOTE: SOFT PROMPT] 
 

 

ASK IF R5= 1 

R5 How would you describe the races or origins of your GREAT GRANDPARENTS or EARLIER 

ANCESTORS who were a different race or origin than you, your parents or your grandparents?  

[Please indicate ONLY RACES OR ORIGINS OTHER THAN THOSE YOU HAVE GIVEN ABOUT YOU AND 

YOUR FAMILY MEMBERS IN PREVIOUS ANSWERS and only the races or origins of BIOLOGICAL OR 

BIRTH RELATIVES and not step or adoptive relatives] 

 
[Mark ONE OR MORE boxes.]  

 
a. White 

Examples: German, Irish, English, Italian, Lebanese, Egyptian, and so on 
b. Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin 

Examples: Mexican or Mexican American, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Dominican, Salvadoran, Colombian, 
and so on 

c. Black or African American  

Examples: African American, Jamaican, Haitian, Nigerian, Ethiopian, Somalian, and so on 
d. Asian or Asian-American 

Examples: Chinese, Filipino, Asian Indian, Vietnamese, Korean, Japanese, and so on 
e. American Indian  

Examples: Navajo Nation, Blackfeet Tribe, Muscogee (Creek) Nation, Mayan, Doyon, Native Village of  
Barrow Inupiat Traditional Government, and so on 

f. Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 

Examples: Native Hawaiian, Samoan, Guamanian or Chamorro, Tongan, Fijian, Marshallese, and so on 
g. Some other race or origin  
 
[PROGRAMMING NOTE: SOFT PROMPT] 

 

 [PROGRAMMING NOTE: WE HAVE INTENTIONALLY LABELED BOTH OF THESE R5 SINCE THE  
 FIRST ONE WILL JUST BE R5 AND THE SECOND ONE WILL ACTUALLY BE R5a THROUGH R5g. IN  
 ORDER FOR FILTERS TO WORK IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT THESE ARE THE EXACT VARIABLE  
 NAMES. THANKS!] 
 
 [PROGRAMMING NOTE: PLEASE CODE INTO 7 SEPARATE VARIABLES, R5a THROUGH R5g, AND  
 LABEL THE VALUES AS  
  0 “NOT SELECTED/NOT GIVEN ITEM” 
  1 “[INSERT RACE IN R5a-g]  
  9 “REFUSED ALL RACE ITEMS a-g” 
 

 PLEASE LABEL THE VARIABLES IN THE FINAL DATASET AS FOLLOWS: “R5a-g HOW WOULD YOU  
 DESCRIBE THE RACES OR ORIGINS OF YOUR GREAT GRANDPARENTS OR EARLIER ANCESTORS  
 WHO WERE A DIFFERENT RACE OR ORIGIN THAN YOU, YOUR PARENTS OR YOUR  
 GRANDPARENTS? [INSERT RACE IN R5a-g]”  
 
 WE MAY REFER TO THESE VARIABLES IN FILTERS THROUGHOUT THE QUESTIONNAIRE] 
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ASK IF (R1b=1 OR R2b=1 OR R3b=1 OR R4b=1 OR R5b=1) 

R6 Which best describes your Hispanic background? 

[PROGRAMMING NOTE: ROTATE OPTIONS 1 AND 2] 

 
1 Being Hispanic is part of my RACIAL background, just like other people consider being black, 

white or Asian to be part of their racial background 
2 Being Hispanic is part of my ETHNIC background, just like other people consider being 

Scandinavian, Irish or German to be part of their  ethnic background 
3 Being Hispanic is part of BOTH my racial and ethnic backgrounds 
4 Don’t know/unsure 
-1 Refused 

 
 
 [PROGRAMMING NOTE: SOFT PROMPT] 
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*RESPONDENT’S RACE. 

compute races=R1a + R1c + R1d + R1e + R1f. 

compute mixedrace=99. 

if (R1a=1 and races=1) mixedrace=1. 

if (R1c=1 and races=1) mixedrace=2. 

if (R1d=1 and races=1) mixedrace=3. 

if (R1e=1 and races=1) mixedrace=4. 

if (R1f=1 and races=1) mixedrace=5. 

if (R1b=1 and races=0) mixedrace=6. 

if (races>1) mixedrace=7. 

 

*MOTHER’S RACE. 

compute racesMOM=R2a + R2c + R2d + R2e + R2f. 

compute mixedraceMOM=99. 

if (R2a=1 and racesMOM=1) mixedraceMOM=1. 

if (R2c=1 and racesMOM=1) mixedraceMOM=2. 

if (R2d=1 and racesMOM=1) mixedraceMOM=3. 

if (R2e=1 and racesMOM=1) mixedraceMOM=4. 

if (R2f=1 and racesMOM=1) mixedraceMOM=5. 

if (R2b=1 and racesMOM=0) mixedraceMOM=6. 

if (racesMOM>1) mixedraceMOM=7. 

 

*FATHER’S RACE. 

compute racesDAD=R3a + R3c + R3d + R3e + R3f. 

compute mixedraceDAD=99. 

if (R3a=1 and racesDAD=1) mixedraceDAD=1. 

if (R3c=1 and racesDAD=1) mixedraceDAD=2. 

if (R3d=1 and racesDAD=1) mixedraceDAD=3. 

if (R3e=1 and racesDAD=1) mixedraceDAD=4. 

if (R3f=1 and racesDAD=1) mixedraceDAD=5. 

if (R3b=1 and racesDAD=0) mixedraceDAD=6. 

if (racesDAD>1) mixedraceDAD=7. 

 

*GRANDPARENTS’ RACE. 

compute racesGRAND=R4a + R4c + R4d + R4e + R4f. 

compute mixedraceGRAND=99. 

if (R4a=1 and racesGRAND=1) mixedraceGRAND=1. 

if (R4c=1 and racesGRAND=1) mixedraceGRAND=2. 

if (R4d=1 and racesGRAND=1) mixedraceGRAND=3. 

if (R4e=1 and racesGRAND=1) mixedraceGRAND=4. 

if (R4f=1 and racesGRAND=1) mixedraceGRAND=5. 

if (R4b=1 and racesGRAND=0) mixedraceGRAND=6. 

if (racesGRAND>1) mixedraceGRAND=7. 
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*OTHER ANCESTORS’ RACE. 

compute racesOTHER=R5a + R5c + R5d + R5e + R5f. 

compute mixedraceOTHER=99. 

if (R5a=1 and racesOTHER=1) mixedraceOTHER=1. 

if (R5c=1 and racesOTHER=1) mixedraceOTHER=2. 

if (R5d=1 and racesOTHER=1) mixedraceOTHER=3. 

if (R5e=1 and racesOTHER=1) mixedraceOTHER=4. 

if (R5f=1 and racesOTHER=1) mixedraceOTHER=5. 

if (R5b=1 and racesOTHER=0) mixedraceOTHER=6. 

if (racesOTHER>1) mixedraceOTHER=7. 

 

MIXED RACE FILTERS 

NOTE: Filters 1-4 do not treat “Hispanic” as a race. Respondents get into these filters by having 2 or more of 

the following in their background: white, black or African American, Asian or Asian American, American Indian, 

or Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander. Filters 5-8 capture Hispanic respondents who do not get into the 

mixed race group in filters 1-4 and consider being Hispanic to be a race.  

 

Respondent is not mixed race: 

compute FILTER=0. 

 

Respondent gets into mixed race group by choosing two or more races in R1: 

if mixedrace=7 FILTER=1. 

 

Respondent gets into mixed race group because of parents’ race(s): 

if (mixedrace<6) and ((mixedraceMOM<6 and (mixedrace ne mixedraceMOM)) or (mixedraceDAD<6 and (mixedrace ne 

mixedraceDAD))) FILTER=2. 

if (mixedrace ne 7 and ((mixedraceMOM ne 6 and mixedraceMOM ne 99 and mixedraceDAD ne 6 and mixedraceDAD 

ne 99) and (mixedraceMOM ne mixedraceDAD))) FILTER=2. 

IF (mixedrace ne 7 and (mixedraceMOM=7 or mixedracedad=7)) FILTER=2. 

 

Respondent gets into mixed race group because of grandparents’ race(s): 

if (((FILTER=0) and (mixedraceGRAND=7)) or ((FILTER=0) and (mixedrace<6 and mixedraceGRAND<6 and mixedrace 

ne mixedraceGRAND))) FILTER=3. 

if ((FILTER=0) and (mixedraceMOM<6 and mixedraceGRAND<6 and mixedraceMOM ne mixedraceGRAND)) 

FILTER=3. 

if ((FILTER=0) and (mixedraceDAD<6 and mixedraceGRAND<6 and mixedraceDAD ne mixedraceGRAND)) FILTER=3.                  

 

Respondent gets into mixed race group because of the race(s) of other ancestors: 

if (((FILTER=0) and (mixedraceOTHER=7)) or ((FILTER=0) and (mixedrace<6 and mixedraceOTHER<6 and mixedrace 

ne mixedraceOTHER))) FILTER=4. 

if ((FILTER=0) and (mixedraceMOM<6 and mixedraceOTHER<6 and mixedraceMOM ne mixedraceOTHER)) 

FILTER=4. 

if ((FILTER=0) and (mixedraceDAD<6 and mixedraceOTHER<6 and mixedraceDAD ne mixedraceOTHER)) FILTER=4. 

if ((FILTER=0) and (mixedraceGRAND<6 and mixedraceOTHER<6 and mixedraceGRAND ne mixedraceOTHER)) 

FILTER=4. 

 

Respondent considers “Hispanic” to be a race and choose Hispanic and one other race in R1: 

if FILTER=0 and (r6=1 or r6=3) and (r1b=1 and races=1) FILTER=5. 
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Respondent considers “Hispanic” to be a race and gets into mixed race group because of parents’ race(s) or 

Hispanicity: 

if FILTER=0 and (r6=1 or r6=3) and ((r2b=1 and racesMOM=1) or (r3b=1 and racesDAD=1)) FILTER=6. 

if FILTER=0 and (r6=1 or r6=3) and mixedrace=6 and (racesMOM=1 or racesDAD=1) FILTER=6. 

if FILTER=0 and (r6=1 or r6=3)  and (mixedrace<6) and (r2b=1 or r3b=1) FILTER=6. 

if FILTER=0 and (r6=1 or r6=3) and ((r2b=1 and racesDAD=1) or (r3b=1 and racesMOM=1)) FILTER=6. 

 

Respondent considers “Hispanic” to be a race and gets into mixed race group because of grandparents’ race(s) 

or Hispanicity: 

if FILTER=0 and (r6=1 or r6=3) and (r4b=1 and racesGRAND=1) FILTER=7. 

if FILTER=0 and (r6=1 or r6=3) and ((mixedrace=6 or mixedraceMOM=6 or mixedraceDAD=6) and racesGRAND=1) 

FILTER=7. 

if FILTER=0 and (r6=1 or r6=3) and ((mixedrace<6 or mixedraceMOM<6 or mixedraceDAD<6) and r4b=1) FILTER=7. 

 

Respondent considers “Hispanic” to be a race and gets into mixed race group because of the race(s) of other 

ancestors or Hispanicity: 

if FILTER=0 and (r6=1 or r6=3) and (r5b=1 and racesOTHER=1) FILTER=8. 

if FILTER=0 and (r6=1 or r6=3) and ((mixedrace=6 or mixedraceMOM=6 or mixedraceDAD=6 or mixedraceGRAND=6) 

and racesOTHER=1) FILTER=8. 

if FILTER=0 and (r6=1 or r6=3) and ((mixedrace<6 or mixedraceMOM<6 or mixedraceDAD<6 or mixedraceGRAND<6) 

and r5b=1) FILTER=8. 
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ASK ALL 

Q.1 All in all, how satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the way things are going in your life today?  
 

1 Very Satisfied 
2 Somewhat satisfied  
3 Not too satisfied 
4 Not at all satisfied 
-1 Refused 

 

    

ASK ALL 

Q.2 Next, please tell us whether you are satisfied or dissatisfied with the following aspects of your life. 
 

[PROGRAMMING NOTE: RANDOMIZE ITEMS A THROUGH C]  

 
a. Your family life  
 

1 Very Satisfied 
2 Somewhat satisfied  
3 Not too satisfied 
4 Not at all satisfied 
-1 Refused 
 

b. The quality of life in your community 
 

1 Very Satisfied 
2 Somewhat satisfied  
3 Not too satisfied 
4 Not at all satisfied 
-1 Refused 

 
c. The number of friends you have  

 
1 Very Satisfied 
2 Somewhat satisfied  
3 Not too satisfied 
4 Not at all satisfied 
-1 Refused 

 

 
ASK ALL 

Q.3  If you were asked to use one of these commonly used names for the social classes, which would you 
say you belong in?  

 
[PROGRAMMING NOTE: ROTATE ORDER OF RESPONSE ITEMS 1-5]  

 
1 Upper class  
2 Upper-middle class 
3 Middle class 
4 Lower-middle class 
5 Lower class 
-1 Refused 
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ASK ALL 

Q.4 Do you think each of the following trends is generally a [RANDOMIZE: (good thing for our 

society), (a bad thing for our society)], or doesn’t make much difference? 

 

[PROGRAMMING NOTE: RANDOMIZE ORDER OF OPTIONS 1 AND 2 IN THE SAME ORDER AS THE 
QUESTION STEM; MAINTAIN SAME ORDER FOR ALL ITEMS A THROUGH D] 

 
[PROGRAMMING NOTE: RANDOMIZE ITEMS A THROUGH D]  

 
a. More unmarried couples raising children   
 

1 Good thing for society 
2 Bad thing for society 
3 Doesn’t make much difference 
-1 Refused 

 
b. More mothers of young children working outside the home 
   

1 Good thing for society 
2 Bad thing for society 
3 Doesn’t make much difference 
-1 Refused 

 
c. More people of different races marrying each other  
 

1 Good thing for society 
2 Bad thing for society 
3 Doesn’t make much difference 
-1 Refused 

 
d. More couples living together without getting married 
 

1 Good thing for society 
2 Bad thing for society 
3 Doesn’t make much difference 
-1 Refused 

 

[RANDOMIZE ORDER OF Q.5 AND Q.6] 
 
ASK ALL 
Q.5 Which comes closer to your view about the use of marijuana by adults? 
 

[PROGRAMMING NOTE: ROTATE OPTIONS 1 AND 2] 
 

1 It should be legal for medical AND personal use 
2 It should be legal for medical use ONLY 
3 It should NOT be legal 
-1 Refused 

 
ASK ALL 
Q.6 Which of these two statements comes closer to your own view, even if neither is exactly right? 

 
[PROGRAMMING NOTE: ROTATE OPTIONS 1 AND 2] 

 
1 Racial discrimination is the main reason why many black people can't get ahead these days  
2 Blacks who can't get ahead in this country are mostly responsible for their own condition  
-1 Refused 
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ASK ALL 

Q.7 Thinking again about some trends in society. Do you think each of the following trends is generally a 

[RANDOMIZE IN SAME ORDER AS Q.4: (good thing for our society), (a bad thing for our society)], or 

doesn’t make much difference. 

 
[PROGRAMMING NOTE: RANDOMIZE ORDER OF OPTIONS 1 AND 2 IN SAME ORDER AS Q.4 WITHIN 
EACH RESPONDENT; MAINTAIN SAME ORDER FOR ALL ITEMS A THROUGH C] 

 

[PROGRAMMING NOTE: RANDOMIZE ITEMS A THROUGH C]  
 

a. More children who have parents of different races  
 

1 Good thing for society 
2 Bad thing for society 
3 Doesn’t make much difference 
-1 Refused 

 
b. More children who have parents who are gay or lesbian  

 
1 Good thing for society 
2 Bad thing for society 
3 Doesn’t make much difference 
-1 Refused 

 
c. More single women having children without a partner to help raise them   

 

1 Good thing for society 
2 Bad thing for society 
3 Doesn’t make much difference 
-1 Refused 

 

ASK ALL  

Q.8 Now we want you to think about your own personal identity, that is, the various ways that you define 

yourself as a person. How important are each of these characteristics to your own personal identity? 

 
[PROGRAMMING NOTE: RANDOMIZE ITEMS A THROUGH F] 

 

a. Your religion 
 

1 Essential to your identity 
2 Important but NOT essential 
3 Not too important  
-1 Refused 

 
b. Your gender 

 
1 Essential to your identity 
2 Important but NOT essential 
3 Not too important  
-1 Refused 

 
c. Your racial background 

 
1 Essential to your identity 
2 Important but NOT essential 
3 Not too important 
-1 Refused 
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d. Your political affiliation 
 

1 Essential to your identity 
2 Important but NOT essential 
3 Not too important 
-1 Refused 

 
e. Your occupation 

 
1 Essential to your identity 
2 Important but NOT essential 
3 Not too important 
-1 Refused 

 
f. Your family’s ancestry or country of origin 

 
1 Essential to your identity 
2 Important but NOT essential 
3 Not too important 

  -1 Refused 
 

 
ASK ALL 

Q.9 How would you describe your household’s financial situation? Do you … 
 

1 Live comfortably 
2 Meet your basic expenses with a little left over for extras 
3 Just meet your basic expenses 
4 Don’t even have enough to meet basic expenses 
-1 Refused 

 

 
ASK IF SELF MIXED RACE [FILTER=1 OR FILTER =5] 
Q.10a Have you always thought of yourself as more than one race, or was there a time in your life when you 

thought of yourself as only one race? 

 
1 Always thought of myself as more than one race 
2 Previously thought of myself as only one race 
-1 Refused 

 

 
ASK IF MIXED RACE BACKGROUND BUT ONLY GIVES ONE RACE TO R1: [FILTER=2-4 OR FILTER=6-8] AND 

[RACES=1 OR (RACES=0 AND R1b=1 AND R6=1,3)] 

Q.10b Have you always thought of yourself as only one race, or was there a time in your life when you 

thought of yourself as more than one race? 

 
1 Always thought of myself as only one race 
2 Previously thought of myself as more than one race 
-1 Refused 
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ASK ALL 

Q.11 In general, how much do you have in common with people in the United States who are each of the 

following races or origins?  

 

 [PROGRAMMING NOTE: RANDOMIZE ITEMS A THROUGH F] 

 
a. White 

 
1 A lot in common 
2 Some in common 
3 Only a little in common 
4 Nothing at all in common 

  -1 Refused 
 

b. Hispanic or Latino 
 

1 A lot in common 
2 Some in common 
3 Only a little in common 
4 Nothing at all in common 
-1 Refused 
 

c. Black or African American 
 

1 A lot in common 
2 Some in common 
3 Only a little in common 
4 Nothing at all in common 
-1 Refused 

 
d. Asian or Asian-American 

  
1 A lot in common 
2 Some in common 
3 Only a little in common 
4 Nothing at all in common 

  -1 Refused 
 

e. American Indian   
   

1 A lot in common 
2 Some in common 
3 Only a little in common 
4 Nothing at all in common 
-1 Refused 

 
 ASK ONLY IF R1f=1 OR R2f=1 OR R3f=1 OR R4f=1 OR R5f=1 

f. Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 
   

1 A lot in common 
2 Some in common 
3 Only a little in common 
4 Nothing at all in common 
-1 Refused 

 
[PROGRAMMING NOTE: SOFT PROMPT] 
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DISPLAY FOR ALL 

Now thinking again about some issues in today’s society… 
 
[PROGRAMMING NOTE: RANDOMIZE Q.12 THROUGH Q.14] 
 
ASK ALL 
Q.12 Which of these two statements comes closer to your own view, even if neither is exactly right? 

 
[PROGRAMMING NOTE: ROTATE OPTIONS 1 AND 2] 

 
1 Government aid to the poor does more harm than good, by making people too dependent on 

government assistance  
2 Government aid to the poor does more good than harm, because people can’t get out of 

poverty until their basic needs are met 
-1 Refused 

 
ASK ALL 
Q.13 What do you think is more important? 

 
[PROGRAMMING NOTE: ROTATE OPTIONS 1 AND 2] 

 
1 Protecting the right of Americans to own guns  
2 Controlling gun ownership 
-1 Refused 

 
ASK ALL 
Q.14 Do you think abortion should be… 

 
 [PROGRAMMING NOTE: ROTATE OPTIONS 1 THROUGH 4] 

 
1 Legal in ALL cases 
2 Legal in MOST cases  
3 Illegal in MOST cases 
4 Illegal in ALL cases 
-1 Refused 

  

ASK ALL 

Q.15 How much discrimination do you think there is TODAY against people in the United States who are of 
each of the following races or origins? 

 

 [PROGRAMMING NOTE: RANDOMIZE ITEMS A THROUGH F IN THE SAME ORDER AS Q.11 WITHIN 

EACH RESPONDENT] 
 

a. White  
 
1 A lot of discrimination 
2 Some discrimination 
3 Only a little discrimination 
4 No discrimination at all 
-1 Refused 

 
b. Hispanic or Latino  

 
1 A lot of discrimination 
2 Some discrimination 
3 Only a little discrimination 
4 No discrimination at all 
-1 Refused 
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c.  Black or African American  
 
1 A lot of discrimination 
2 Some discrimination 
3 Only a little discrimination 
4 No discrimination at all 
-1 Refused 

 
d. Asian or Asian-American 

 
1 A lot of discrimination 
2 Some discrimination 
3 Only a little discrimination 
4 No discrimination at all 
-1 Refused 

 
e. American Indian   

   
1 A lot of discrimination 
2 Some discrimination 
3 Only a little discrimination 
4 No discrimination at all 
-1 Refused 

 
 ASK ONLY IF R1f=1 OR R2f=1 OR R3f=1 OR R4f=1 OR R5f=1 

f. Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 
   
1 A lot of discrimination 
2 Some discrimination 
3 Only a little discrimination 
4 No discrimination at all 
-1 Refused 

 
 [PROGRAMMING NOTE: SOFT PROMPT] 
     

 
DISPLAY FOR ALL 

Now thinking about your own racial background… 
 

ASK ALL 

Q.16 For each of the following, please indicate whether or not it has happened to you because of your racial 
background. 

 
[PROGRAMMING NOTE: RANDOMIZE ITEMS A THROUGH E] 

 
a. Been threatened or physically attacked 

 
1 Yes, has happened in the PAST 12 MONTHS 
2 Yes, has happened but not in the past 12 months 
3 No, has never happened 
-1 Refused 
 

b. Been subject to slurs or jokes 
 
1 Yes, has happened in the PAST 12 MONTHS 
2 Yes, has happened but not in the past 12 months 
3 No, has never happened 
-1 Refused 
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c. Been treated unfairly by an employer in hiring, pay, or promotion 
 
1 Yes, has happened in the PAST 12 MONTHS 
2 Yes, has happened but not in the past 12 months 
3 No, has never happened 
-1 Refused 
 

d. Been unfairly stopped by police  
 
1 Yes, has happened in the PAST 12 MONTHS 
2 Yes, has happened but not in the past 12 months 
3 No, has never happened 
-1 Refused 
 

e. Received poor service in restaurants, hotels or other places of business 
 
1 Yes, has happened in the PAST 12 MONTHS 
2 Yes, has happened but not in the past 12 months 
3 No, has never happened 
-1 Refused 

 
 [PROGRAMMING NOTE: SOFT PROMPT] 
     

 
ASK IF HISPANIC (R1b=1)  
Q.17a Do you consider yourself to be mixed race or multiracial, that is more than one race, such as mestizo, 

mulatto or some other mixed race, or not?  

 
1 Yes, mixed race or multiracial 
2 No, not mixed race or multiracial 
-1 Refused 

 

 

ASK IF NOT HISPANIC (R1b NE 1) 
Q.17b Do you consider yourself to be mixed race or multiracial, that is more than one race, or not?  

1 Yes, mixed race or multiracial 
2 No, not mixed race or multiracial 
-1 Refused 
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ASK IF MIXED RACE FROM R SERIES BUT DOESN’T CONSIDER SELF MIXED RACE [FILTER=1-8 AND (Q.17a=2 

OR Q.17b=2)] 

Q.18 You indicated [IF FILTER=1 OR FILTER=5: that you are more than one race/IF FILTER=2-4 OR FILTER=6-

8: that you have a racial background that includes more than one race] but you do NOT consider 

yourself mixed race or multiracial. Is this because… 
 

[PROGRAMMING NOTE: RANDOMIZE OPTIONS 1 THROUGH 4] 

[Mark ONE OR MORE boxes.]  
 

a. You closely identify with one race 
b. You look like one race 
c. You never knew your family member or ancestor who was a different race 
d. You were raised as one race 
e. Some other reason   

[List other reason(s)] 

 

 

 

[PROGRAMMING NOTE: PLEASE CODE INTO 5 SEPARATE VARIABLES, 18a THROUGH 18e, AND 

LABEL THE VALUES AS  

  0 “NOT SELECTED” 

  1 “SELECTED” 

  9 “REFUSED ALL ITEMS a-e” 

 

[PROGRAMMING NOTE: PLEASE SHOW BOXES INSTEAD OF CIRCULAR RADIO BUTTONS] 

  

[PROGRAMMING NOTE: SHOW TEXT FIELD, SIX LINES DEEP] 

 

[PROGRAMMING NOTE: PLEASE AUTOMATICALLY CHECK THE SOME OTHER REASON BOX IF 

THERE IS TEXT ENTERED INTO THE TEXT BOX; IF THAT TEXT IS SUBSEQUENTLY DELETED, 

PLEASE HAVE THE BOX UNCHECK AUTOMATICALLY. THERE SHOULD STILL BE AN OPTION TO 

SELECT “SOME OTHER REASON” AND LEAVE THE BOX BLANK, HOWEVER.] 

 

 

ASK IF SELF 2+ RACES OR 2+ RACES IN BACKGROUND [FILTER=1-8] 

Q.19 How would most people describe you, for example, if they walked past you on the street? Would they 
say you are… 

 

[PROGRAMMING NOTE: DO NOT RANDOMIZE RESPONSE OPTION 1 THROUGH 7] 
 

[Select ONLY ONE answer.]  

1 White  
2 Hispanic or Latino   
3 Black or African American  
4 Asian or Asian-American  
5 American Indian  
6 Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 
7 Mixed race or multiracial 
-1 Refused 
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ASK IF SELF 2+ RACES OR 2+ RACES IN BACKGROUND [FILTER=1-8] 

Q.20 In general, thinking about people with racial backgrounds that include more than one race, how much 

do you think you have in common with…  
 

[PROGRAMMING NOTE: ROTATE ITEMS A AND B] 
 

a. People who are the SAME mix of races as you? 

 

1 A lot in common 
2 Some in common 
3 Only a little in common 
4 Nothing at all in common 
-1 Refused 

 
b. People who are a DIFFERENT mix of races than you? 

 

1 A lot in common 
2 Some in common 
3 Only a little in common 
4 Nothing at all in common 
-1 Refused 

 
 

ASK IF SELF 2+ RACES OR 2+ RACES IN BACKGROUND [FILTER=1-8]  
Q.21 Have you ever felt pressure to choose one of the races in your background over another from the 

following groups of people, or not? 
 

 [PROGRAMMING NOTE: RANDOMIZE ITEMS A THROUGH C] 
 

a. Family members 
 

1 Yes, have felt pressure 
2 No, have not felt pressure 
-1 Refused 

 
b. Friends 

 
1 Yes, have felt pressure 
2 No, have not felt pressure 
-1 Refused 

 
c. Society in general 

 
1 Yes, have felt pressure 
2 No, have not felt pressure 
-1 Refused 

 

 

ASK IF SELF 2+ RACES OR 2+ RACES IN BACKGROUND [FILTER=1-8] 

Q.22 Thinking about when you were growing up, how often, if ever, did your parents talk to you about 

having a racial background that includes more than one race? 

1 Often  
2 Sometimes 
3 Rarely 
4 Never 
-1 Refused 
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DISPLAY FOR ALL 

Thinking only about any biological children you may have, and not any adopted children or stepchildren… 

 
ASK ALL 
KIDS1  Do you have any biological children under age 18? 

 
1 Yes, I have biological children under age 18 
2 No, I only have stepchildren or adopted children under age 18  
3 No, I do not have any children under age 18 
-1 Refused 

 
ASK ALL 
KIDS2 Do you have any biological ADULT children age 18 or older, including any who live on their own?  

 
1 Yes, I have biological children age 18 or older 
2 No, I only have stepchildren or adopted children age 18 or older 
3 No, I do not have any children age 18 or older 
-1 Refused 

 

 
ASK IF KIDS1=1 
KIDSAGE What is the age of your OLDEST biological child [IF KIDS2=1: who is under age 18]?  

1 0-4 years old 
2 5-12 years old 
3 13-17 years old 
-1 Refused 

 

 
DISPLAY IF SELF 2+ RACES OR 2+ RACES IN BACKGROUND [FILTER=1-8] AND HAS AT LEAST ONE 

MINOR OR ADULT BIOLOGICAL CHILD [KIDS1=1 OR KIDS2=1] 

Again thinking about your biological children and not any adopted children or stepchildren you may have… 

 

ASK IF SELF 2+ RACES OR 2+ RACES IN BACKGROUND [FILTER=1-8] AND HAS AT LEAST ONE 

MINOR OR ADULT CHILD [KIDS1=1 OR KIDS2=1] 

Q.23 Has anyone ever assumed you were not your child’s parent because they thought you and your child 

had different racial backgrounds, or has this not happened to you? 

1 Yes, has happened 
2 No, has not happened 
-1 Refused 

 

ASK IF SELF 2+ RACES OR 2+ RACES IN BACKGROUND [FILTER=1-8] AND HAS AT LEAST ONE CHILD AGES 

5-17 [KIDS1=1 AND KIDSAGE=2-3] 

Q.24a [IF KIDS2=1: Thinking about your children younger than 18…] How often, if ever, have you talked to 

your children about having a racial background that includes more than one race? 

1 Often  
2 Sometimes 
3 Rarely 
4 Never 
-1 Refused 

 
 



22 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER 

www.pewresearch.org 

 
 
 
 
ASK IF SELF 2+ RACES OR 2+ RACES IN BACKGROUND [FILTER=1-8] HAS CHILD AGES 18+ [KIDS2=1] 
Q.24b [IF KIDS1=1: Thinking now about your children ages 18 and older…] How often, if ever, did you talk to 

your children when they were growing up about having a racial background that includes more than 
one race? 

 

1 Often  
2 Sometimes 
3 Rarely 
4 Never 
-1 Refused 

 

 
ASK IF SELF 2+ RACES OR 2+ RACES IN BACKGROUND [FILTER=1-8]  
Q.25 How often, if ever, have you experienced any of the following things because you have a racial 

background that includes more than one race? 

 
 [PROGRAMMING NOTE: RANDOMIZE ITEMS A THROUGH D] 

 
a. Felt like an “outsider” because you have a racial background that includes more than one race 

 
1 Often  
2 Sometimes 
3 Rarely 
4 Never 
-1 Refused 
 

b. Felt that people are confused about your racial background 
 
1 Often  
2 Sometimes 
3 Rarely 
4 Never 
-1 Refused 

 
c. Felt proud that you have a racial background that includes more than one race 

 
1 Often  
2 Sometimes 
3 Rarely 
4 Never 
-1 Refused 

 
d. Felt annoyed because someone made assumptions about your racial background 

 
1 Often  
2 Sometimes 
3 Rarely 
4 Never 
-1 Refused 

 
 [PROGRAMMING NOTE: SOFT PROMPT] 
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ASK IF SELF 2+ RACES OR 2+ RACES IN BACKGROUND [FILTER=1-8]  
Q.26 Have you ever experienced any of the following things because you have a racial background that 

includes more than one race, or not? 

 
 [PROGRAMMING NOTE: RANDOMIZE ITEMS A THROUGH D] 

 
a. Felt like you are more understanding of people of different racial backgrounds 

 
1 Yes, have experienced this 
2 No, have not experienced this 
-1 Refused 
 

b. Felt that you are more open to cultures other than your own 
 

1 Yes, have experienced this 
2 No, have not experienced this 
-1 Refused 
 

c.  Felt like you were a go-between or “bridge” between different racial groups 
 

1 Yes, have experienced this 
2 No, have not experienced this 
-1 Refused 

 
d. Felt embarrassed or ashamed about your racial background 

 
1 Yes, have experienced this 
2 No, have not experienced this 
-1 Refused 

 

[PROGRAMMING NOTE: SOFT PROMPT] 
 

 
ASK IF SELF 2+ RACES OR 2+ RACES IN BACKGROUND [FILTER=1-8]  
Q.27 Thinking about the different races or origins that make up your background. In general, how well do 

you feel you are accepted by people who are… 
 

[PROGRAMMING NOTE: RANDOMIZE ITEMS A THROUGH F IN THE SAME ORDER AS Q.11 WITHIN 

EACH RESPONDENT] 
 

[ASK IF FILTER=1-8 AND (R1a=1 OR R2a=1 OR R3a=1 OR R4a=1 OR R5a=1)] 

a. White 
 

1 Very well 
2 Somewhat well 
3 Not too well 
4 Not at all well 
-1 Refused 

 
[ASK IF FILTER=1-8 AND (R1b=1 OR R2b=1 OR R3b=1 OR R4b=1 OR R5b=1)] 

b. Hispanic or Latino 
 

1 Very well 
2 Somewhat well 
3 Not too well 
4 Not at all well 
-1 Refused 
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[ASK IF FILTER=1-8 AND (R1c=1 OR R2c=1 OR R3c=1 OR R4c=1 OR R5c=1)] 

c. Black or African American 
 

1 Very well 
2 Somewhat well 
3 Not too well 
4 Not at all well 
-1 Refused 

 
[ASK IF FILTER=1-8 AND (R1d=1 OR R2d=1 OR R3d=1 OR R4d=1 OR R5d=1)] 

d.  Asian-American 
 

1 Very well 
2 Somewhat well 
3 Not too well 
4 Not at all well 
-1 Refused 

 
[ASK IF FILTER=1-8 AND (R1e=1 OR R2e=1 OR R3e=1 OR R4e=1 OR R5e=1)] 

e. American Indian 
 

1 Very well 
2 Somewhat well 
3 Not too well 
4 Not at all well 
-1 Refused 

 
[ASK IF FILTER=1-8 AND (R1f=1 OR R2f=1 OR R3f=1 OR R4f=1 OR R5f=1)] 

f. Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander 
 

1 Very well 
2 Somewhat well 
3 Not too well 
4 Not at all well 
-1 Refused 

 

 
ASK IF SELF 2+ RACES OR 2+ RACES IN BACKGROUND [FILTER=1-8] AND GFK EDUCATIONAL 
ATTAINMENT IS SOME COLLEGE OR MORE [PPEDUC>=10] 
Q.28 Have you ever described your racial background differently than you normally would in order to get 

into college or qualify for scholarships, or have you not done this?  

 
1 Yes, have done this 
2 No, have not done this 
-1 Refused 

 

 
ASK IF SELF 2+ RACES OR 2+ RACES IN BACKGROUND [FILTER=1-8]  
Q.29  Have you ever done any of the following things to try to influence how others see your race, or not? 

[PROGRAMMING NOTE: RANDOMIZE ITEMS A THROUGH D] 

a. Dressed a certain way  
 

1 Yes, have done this 
2 No, have not done this 
-1 Refused 
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b. Talked a certain way 
 

1 Yes, have done this 
2 No, have not done this 
-1 Refused 

c. Worn your hair a certain way 
 

1 Yes, have done this 
2 No, have not done this 
-1 Refused 

 

d. Associated with certain people 
 

1 Yes, have done this 
2 No, have not done this 
-1 Refused 

 

 
ASK IF SELF 2+ RACES OR 2+ RACES IN BACKGROUND [FILTER=1-8]  
Q.30 As a child growing up, how often, if ever, were you teased or made fun of because you have a racial 

background that includes more than one race? 

 
1 Often  
2 Sometimes 
3 Rarely 
4 Never 
-1 Refused 

 

ASK IF SELF 2+ RACES OR 2+ RACES IN BACKGROUND [FILTER=1-8]  
Q.31 Has a relative or anyone in your extended family ever treated you badly because you have a racial 

background that includes more than one race, or hasn’t this happened to you? 

 
1 Yes, has happened 
2 No, has not happened 
-1 Refused 

 

 
ASK IF SELF 2+ RACES OR 2+ RACES IN BACKGROUND [FILTER=1-8]  
Q.32 Over the course of your life, how much contact, if any, have you had with your relatives who are… 
 

[PROGRAMMING NOTE: RANDOMIZE ITEMS A THROUGH F IN THE SAME ORDER AS Q.11 WITHIN 

EACH RESPONDENT] 

  
[ASK IF FILTER=1-8 AND (R1a=1 OR R2a=1 OR R3a=1 OR R4a=1 OR R5a=1)] 

a. White 
 

1 A lot of contact 
2 Some contact 
3 Only a little contact 
4 No contact at all 
-1 Refused 

 
[ASK IF FILTER=1-8 AND (R1b=1 OR R2b=1 OR R3b=1 OR R4b=1 OR R5b=1)] 

b. Hispanic or Latino 
 

1 A lot of contact 
2 Some contact 
3 Only a little contact 
4 No contact at all 
-1 Refused 
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 [ASK IF FILTER=1-8 AND (R1c=1 OR R2c=1 OR R3c=1 OR R4c=1 OR R5c=1)] 

c. Black or African American 
 

1 A lot of contact 
2 Some contact 
3 Only a little contact 
4 No contact at all 
-1 Refused 

 
[ASK IF FILTER=1-8 AND (R1d=1 OR R2d=1 OR R3d=1 OR R4d=1 OR R5d=1)] 

d. Asian or Asian-American 
 

1 A lot of contact 
2 Some contact 
3 Only a little contact 
4 No contact at all 
-1 Refused 

 
[ASK IF FILTER=1-8 AND (R1e=1 OR R2e=1 OR R3e=1 OR R4e=1 OR R5e=1)] 

e. American Indian 
 

1 A lot of contact 
2 Some contact 
3 Only a little contact 
4 No contact at all 
-1 Refused 

 
[ASK IF FILTER=1-8 AND (R1f=1 OR R2f=1 OR R3f=1 OR R4f=1 OR R5f=1)] 

f. Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander 
 

1 A lot of contact 
2 Some contact 
3 Only a little contact 
4 No contact at all 
-1 Refused 

  

 
ASK IF SELF 2+ RACES OR 2+ RACES IN BACKGROUND [FILTER=1-8]  
Q.33a Overall, do you think having a racial background that includes more than one race has been mainly 

[ROTATE: (an advantage) or (a disadvantage)] in your life, or has it not made a difference? 
 

[PROGRAMMING NOTE: ROTATE ORDER OF OPTIONS 1 AND 2 IN THE SAME ORDER AS THE 
QUESTION STEM] 

 

1 Advantage 
2 Disadvantage 
3 Hasn’t made a difference 
-1 Refused 

 

 
ASK IF NOT MIXED RACE OR MIXED RACE BACKGROUND [FILTER=0]  
Q.33b Overall, do you think your racial background has been mainly [ROTATE: (an advantage) or (a 

disadvantage)] in your life, or has it not made a difference? 

 
[PROGRAMMING NOTE: ROTATE ORDER OF OPTIONS 1 AND 2 IN THE SAME ORDER AS THE 
QUESTION STEM] 

 
1 Advantage 
2 Disadvantage 
3 Hasn’t made a difference 
-1 Refused 
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ASK ALL 
Q.34 How many of your CLOSE FRIENDS are…  
 

[PROGRAMMING NOTE: RANDOMIZE ITEMS A THROUGH F IN THE SAME ORDER AS Q.11 WITHIN 

EACH RESPONDENT; ITEM G ALWAYS COMES LAST] 
 

a. White  
 

1 All of them 
2 Most of them 
3 Some of them 
4 None of them  
-1 Refused 
 

b. Hispanic or Latino 
 

1 All of them 
2 Most of them 
3 Some of them 
4 None of them  
-1 Refused 

 

c. Black or African American 
 

1 All of them 
2 Most of them 
3 Some of them 
4 None of them  
-1 Refused 

 

d. Asian or Asian-American 
 

1 All of them 
2 Most of them 
3 Some of them 
4 None of them  
-1 Refused 
 

e. American Indian    
 

1 All of them 
2 Most of them 
3 Some of them 
4 None of them  
-1 Refused 
 

 [ASK ONLY IF R1f=1 OR R2f=1 OR R3f=1 OR R4f=1 OR R5f=1] 

f. Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander 
 

1 All of them 
2 Most of them 
3 Some of them 
4 None of them  
-1 Refused 

 

g. Mixed race or multiracial 
 

1 All of them 
2 Most of them 
3 Some of them 
4 None of them  
-1 Refused 
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ASK ALL 
Q.35 How many of the PEOPLE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD are…  
 

[PROGRAMMING NOTE: RANDOMIZE ITEMS A THROUGH F IN THE SAME ORDER AS Q.11 WITHIN 

EACH RESPONDENT; ITEM G ALWAYS COMES LAST] 
 

a. White  
 

1 All of them 
2 Most of them 
3 Some of them 
4 None of them  
-1 Refused 
 

b. Hispanic or Latino 
 

1 All of them 
2 Most of them 
3 Some of them 
4 None of them  
-1 Refused 

 

c. Black or African American 
 

1 All of them 
2 Most of them 
3 Some of them 
4 None of them  
-1 Refused 

 

d. Asian or Asian-American 
 

1 All of them 
2 Most of them 
3 Some of them 
4 None of them  
-1 Refused 

 

e. American Indian    
 

1 All of them 
2 Most of them 
3 Some of them 
4 None of them  
-1 Refused 

 

 [ASK ONLY IF R1f=1 OR R2f=1 OR R3f=1 OR R4f=1 OR R5f=1] 

f. Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander 
 

1 All of them 
2 Most of them 
3 Some of them 
4 None of them  
-1 Refused 
 

g. Mixed race or multiracial 
 

1 All of them 
2 Most of them 
3 Some of them 
4 None of them  
-1 Refused 
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DISPLAY FOR ALL 

Now some questions on other issues in today’s society… 
 
[RANDOMIZE ORDER OF Q.36 THROUGH Q.38] 

 

ASK ALL 

Q.36 If you had to choose, would you rather have… 

 
[PROGRAMMING NOTE: ROTATE OPTIONS 1 AND 2] 

 
1 A smaller government providing fewer services  
2 A bigger government providing more services  
-1 Refused 

 
ASK ALL 
Q.37 Which of these two statements comes closer to your own view, even if neither is exactly right? 

 
[PROGRAMMING NOTE: ROTATE OPTIONS 1 AND 2] 

 
1 Immigrants today strengthen our country because of their hard work and talents  
2 Immigrants today are a burden on our country because they take our jobs, housing and 

health care   
-1 Refused 

 
ASK ALL 
Q.38 In general, what do you think should be the punishment for people convicted of murder? 

 
[PROGRAMMING NOTE: ROTATE OPTIONS 1 AND 2] 

 
1 Death penalty 
2 Life in prison with no chance of parole 
3 Depends on the circumstances 
-1 Refused 
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DISPLAY IF MARRIED OR LIVING WITH A PARTNER FROM GfK MARITAL STATUS: 

Now just a few more questions… 
 
ASK IF MARRIED OR LIVING WITH A PARTNER FROM GfK MARITAL STATUS: 
R7 How would you describe your [IF MARITAL=MARRIED: SPOUSE’S/IF MARITAL=PARTNER: PARTNER’S] 

race or origin? 

 
[PROGRAMMING NOTE: PLEASE BOLD AND CAPITALIZE SPOUSE’S/ PARTNER’S IN THE QUESTION 
STEM] 

 
[Mark ONE OR MORE boxes.]  

 
a. White 

Examples: German, Irish, English, Italian, Lebanese, Egyptian, and so on 
b. Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin 

Examples: Mexican or Mexican American, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Dominican, Salvadoran, Colombian, 
and so on 

c. Black or African American  

Examples: African American, Jamaican, Haitian, Nigerian, Ethiopian, Somalian, and so on 
d. Asian or Asian-American 

Examples: Chinese, Filipino, Asian Indian, Vietnamese, Korean, Japanese, and so on 
e. American Indian  

Examples: Navajo Nation, Blackfeet Tribe, Muscogee (Creek) Nation, Mayan, Doyon, Native Village of  
Barrow Inupiat Traditional Government, and so on 

f. Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 

Examples: Native Hawaiian, Samoan, Guamanian or Chamorro, Tongan, Fijian, Marshallese, and so on 
g. Some other race or origin  
 

 [PROGRAMMING NOTE: PLEASE SHOW BOXES INSTEAD OF CIRCULAR RADIO BUTTONS] 
  
 [PROGRAMMING NOTE: PLEASE CODE INTO 7 SEPARATE VARIABLES, R7a THROUGH R7g, AND  
 LABEL THE VALUES AS  
  0 “NOT SELECTED” 
  1 “[INSERT RACE IN R7a-g]  
  9 “REFUSED ALL RACE ITEMS a-g” 
 
 PLEASE LABEL THE VARIABLES IN THE FINAL DATASET AS FOLLOWS: “R7 HOW WOULD YOU  
 DESCRIBE YOUR [SPOUSE’S/PARTNER’S] RACE  OR ORIGIN? [INSERT RACE IN R7a-g]”  
 

 
DISPLAY IF NOT MARRIED AND NOT LIVING WITH A PARTNER FROM GfK MARITAL STATUS: 

Now just a few more questions… 
 
ASK ALL 
ATTEND Aside from weddings and funerals, how often do you attend religious services? 

 
1 More than once a week 
2 Once a week 
3 Once or twice a month 
4 A few times a year 
5 Seldom 
6 Never 
-1 Refused 
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ASK ALL 
PARTY In politics today, do you consider yourself a… 

 
1 Republican  
2 Democrat  
3 Independent 
4 Something else 
-1 Refused 

 

 
ASK IF NOT REP OR DEM [PARTY=3,4, MISSING] 
PARTYLN As of today do you lean more to…  

 
1 The Republican Party 
2 The Democratic Party 
-1 Refused 

 

ASK ALL 

IDEO In general, would you describe your political views as...  

 
1 Very conservative 
2 Conservative 
3 Moderate 
4 Liberal  
5 Very liberal 
-1 Refused 

 

 

ASK ALL 

BORN Were you born in … 

 
1 The United States, other than Puerto Rico 
2 Another country 
3 Puerto Rico 
4 Other U.S. territories (including Guam, Samoa, the U.S. Virgin Islands) 
-1 Refused 

 

 
COMMENT Thinking about this topic, do you have any comments you would like to share? 
 

  Any comments welcome! 
 

 

 

 

[PROGRAMMING NOTE: SHOW TEXT FIELD, SIX LINES DEEP] 

 

  

Thank you for participating in this Pew Research Center survey. Results of this survey will appear in a 

forthcoming Pew Research report that will be available online at www.pewresearch.org. 

 


