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CODEBOOK   
 
 

SURVEY OVERVIEW 

Bilingual dual-frame (cell phone and landline) telephone survey of Latino adults residing in the 
U.S., conducted August 23, 2016-September 21, 2016.   
 
Sample sizes: 

Full sample n=1,507 
U.S. born (including those born in Puerto Rico) n=689 
Foreign born (excluding those born in Puerto Rico) n=818 
Landline interviews n=300 
Cell phone interviews n=1,207 
Conducted in Spanish n=759 
Conducted in English n=748 

 
95% Margins of error: 
 For full sample: +/- 3.3 percentage points 
 For U.S. born: +/- 4.9 percentage points 
 For foreign born: +/- 4.3 percentage points 
 
Key topics include: 
  Politics, 2016 elections, current issues, media and the American dream. 
 
 
WEIGHTING 

Applying the variable WEIGHTS to the 2016 National Survey of Latinos dataset results in a 
nationally representative profile of Latino adults in the U.S. 
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QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
 
NSL INTRODUCTION AND GENERAL SCREENING QUESTIONS 
 
LL SCREENER 1: 
 INTRODUCTION: I am _____ calling on behalf of the Pew Research Center. We are 

conducting a telephone opinion survey about some important issues facing this country 
today. Your household was selected at random and your answers are for research 
purposes only. 

 
 (INTERVIEWER NOTE: ONLY IF RESPONDENT ASKS WHAT THE STUDY IS ABOUT, 
READ:  
We just want to find out people’s opinions about some current issues.) 

 
 S1. First can you please tell me, how many people, including yourself, live in your household? 
 
  INTERVIEWER NOTE: HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS INCLUDE PEOPLE WHO THINK OF 

THIS HOUSEHOLD AS THEIR PRIMARY PLACE OF RESIDENCE, INCLUDING 
THOSE WHO ARE TEMPORARILY AWAY ON BUSINESS, VACATION, IN A 
HOSPITAL, OR AWAY AT SCHOOL. 

 
  _________ 
  RR Refused 
 
 (IF Q.S1 = 1, READ ALTERNATE QUESTION IN PARENS) 
 S1a. (Are you 18 or older? IF “Yes”, ENTER “1”) How many, including yourself, are adults, age 

18 and older? 
 
  INTERVIEWER NOTE: HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS INCLUDE PEOPLE WHO THINK OF 

THIS HOUSEHOLD AS THEIR PRIMARY PLACE OF RESIDENCE, INCLUDING 
THOSE WHO ARE TEMPORARILY AWAY ON BUSINESS, VACATION, IN A 
HOSPITAL, OR AWAY AT SCHOOL. 

 
  _________ 
  RR Refused 
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 (ASK S1b IF S1a=1) 
 (IF Q.S1 = 1, READ ALTERNATE QUESTION IN PARENS) 
 S1b. (Are you Hispanic or Latino?) And is this adult Hispanic or Latino? 
 
  (INTERVIEWER NOTE – HISPANIC INCLUDES: Mexican-American, Puerto Rican, 

Cuban, Dominican, Salvadoran, Central or South American, or other Hispanic.) 
 
  1 Yes 
  2 No 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
 (IF S1b = 2, THANK AND TERM.  RECORD AS TQS1b) 
 (IF S1b= R THANK AND TERM.  RECORD AS RQS1b) 
 
 (ASK S2 IF S1a=2+ OR R) 
 IF Q.S1a = 2+ INSERT # OF ADULTS FROM Q.S1a 
 S2. And how many of the (INSERT ANSWER FROM S1) adults in your household are 

Hispanic or Latino? 
 
  (INTERVIEWER NOTE – HISPANIC INCLUDES: Mexican-American, Puerto Rican, 

Cuban, Dominican, Salvadoran, Central or South American, or other Hispanic.) 
 
  _________ 
  NN None 
  RR Refused 
 
 (IF Q.S2 = NN, THANK AND TERM.  RECORD AS TQS2) 
 (IF Q.S2 = RR  THANK AND TERM.  RECORD AS RQS2) 
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 (ASK S2a IF S1a=1 OR S2=1) 
 S2a. May I please speak with the Hispanic adult living in this household? 
 
  (INTERVIEWER NOTE – HISPANIC INCLUDES: Mexican-American, Puerto Rican, 

Cuban, Dominican, Salvadoran, Central or South American, or other Hispanic.) 
 
  1 Qualified ADULT is on phone    (CONTINUE TO Q1) 
  2 Qualified ADULT is available (not on phone) (ASK TO SPEAK WITH, 
              REPEAT MAIN INTRO AND GO  
              TO Q1) 
  3 Qualified ADULT is not available at this time (SET UP CALLBACK) 
  R Refused         (THANK, ANSWER Q.S-RF &  
              TERM RECORD AS TQS2a) 
  0 REFUSED AT INTRODUCTION/HUNG UP BEFORE THIS QUESTION 
               (THANK, ANSWER Q.S-RF & 
              TERM RECORD AS NOQ) 
 
 (ASK S2b if S2=2+) 
 (RANDOMIZE male/female) 
 S2b. May I please speak with the Hispanic (male/female), 18 years of age or older, living in this 

household who had the most recent birthday? 
 
  1 Qualified (male/female) is on phone    (CONTINUE TO Q1) 
  2 Qualified (male/female) is available (not on phone) (ASK TO SPEAK WITH,  
              REPEAT MAIN INTRO AND GO  
              TO Q1) 
  3 Qualified (male/female) is not available at this time (GO TO S-3) 
  4 No (male/female) 18+ living in household   (GO TO S-4a) 
  R Refused           (THANK, ANSWER Q.S-RF &  
              TERM RECORD AS TQS2b) 
  0 REFUSED AT INTRODUCTION/HUNG UP BEFORE THIS QUESTION 
                 (THANK, ANSWER Q.S-RF &  
              TERM RECORD AS NOQ) 
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 (ASK IF S2b=3) 
 S-3. Then may I speak to any Hispanic (MALE/FEMALE), 18 years of age or older, living in 

this household? 
 
  1 Qualified (MALE/FEMALE) is on phone    (CONTINUE TO Q1) 
  2 Qualified (MALE/FEMALE) is available (not on phone) (ASK TO SPEAK  
              WITH, REPEAT MAIN INTRO  
              AND GO TO Q1) 
  3 Qualified (MALE/FEMALE) is not available at this time (GO TO S-4a) 
  4 No (MALE/FEMALE) 18+ living in household    (GO TO S-4a) 
  R Refused         (THANK, ANSWER Q.S-RF &  
              TERM RECORD AS TQS3) 
 
 (ASK IF S2b=4 or S-3=3,4) 
 S-4a. Then may I speak to any Hispanic, 18 years of age or older, living in this household? 
 
  1 Qualified respondent is on phone     (CONTINUE TO Q1) 
  2 Qualified respondent is available (not on phone) (ASK TO SPEAK  
             WITH, REPEAT MAIN INTRO  
             & GO TO Q1) 
  3 Qualified respondent is not available at this time [NSL 2012, SETUP CALLBACK] 
  4 No Hispanic 18+ living in household  (THANK & TERM. RECORD AS TQS4a) 
  R Refused        (THANK ANSWER Q.S-RF & TERM  
             RECORD AS TQS4a) 
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CELL PHONE SCREENER: 
 
INTRODUCTION: Hello, I am _____ calling on behalf of the Pew Research Center. We are 

conducting a telephone opinion survey about some important issues facing this country 
today. I know I am calling you on a cell phone. If you would like to be reimbursed for 
your cell phone minutes, we will pay all eligible respondents $5 for participating in this 
survey. This is not a sales call.  

 
 INTERVIEWER: ONLY IF RESPONDENT ASKS ABOUT INCENTIVE: 
 At the end of the survey, we would like to send you $5 in appreciation of your time. 
 
 CELL-0. Before we continue, are you driving or doing anything that requires your full 

attention right now?  
 
  1 No, respondent not driving CONTINUE TO CELL-1  
  2 Yes, respondent is driving  SET UP CALL BACK 
  3 This is NOT a cell phone  THANK & TERM.  RECORD AS TQCELL-0 
  R Refused      THANK, ANSWER Q.S-RF & TERM.  RECORD  
           AS RQCELL-0 
 
 (ASK IF CELL PHONE SAMPLE) 
 CELL1. First, could you please tell me if you are 18 or older? 
  
  1 Under 18   THANK & TERM.  RECORD AS TQCELL1 
  2 18 or older  CONTINUE TO CELL2 
  R REFUSED   THANK, ANSWER Q.S-RF & TERM.  RECORD AS  
        RQCELL1 
 
(ASK IF CELL1=2) 
 CELL2. Can you tell me, are you Hispanic or Latino 
 
  1 Yes    GO TO Q.1 
  2 No    THANK AND TERM.  RECORD AS TQCELL2 
  R Refused    THANK, ANSWER Q.S-RF & TERM.  RECORD AS  
        RQCELL2 
 
Q.S-5 MOVED TO AFTER Q.BBHOME2 
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SCREENING QUESTIONS 
 
ASK ALL 
 1. Just to confirm, are you, yourself of Hispanic or Latino origin or descent? 
 
  (IF NECESSARY: such as Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Dominican, Central or South 

American, Caribbean or some other Latin American background) 
 
  (INTERVIEWER INSTRUCTIONS: IF RESPONDENT SEEMS HESITANT OR HAS AN 

ACCENT, PROBE FOR HISPANIC OR LATINO ORIGIN) 
 
  1 Yes 
  2 No 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
 (IF Q.1 = 2, D, OR R, THANK & TERM.  RECORD AS TQ.1) 
 
ASK ALL 
 2. The terms Hispanic and Latino are both used to describe people who are of Hispanic or 

Latino origin or descent.  Do you happen to prefer one of these terms more than the 
other?   

 
  (GET ANSWER, THEN ASK: Which term do you prefer, Hispanic or Latino?) 
 
  1 Hispanic 
  2 Latino 
  3 (DO NOT READ) No preference 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
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ASK ALL NSL  
 3. Now I want to ask you about you and your family’s heritage.  Are you Mexican, Puerto 

Rican, Cuban, Dominican, Salvadoran (sal-vah-DOOR-en), or are you and your ancestors 
from another country?  

 
  (IF ANOTHER COUNTRY: What country is that?) 
 
  (IF STILL NOT SURE, ASK:  Are you and your ancestors from Central America, South 

America, or somewhere else?) 
 
  (ACCEPT ONE ANSWER.  IF MORE THAN ONE ANSWER GIVEN, ASK: Which do you 

identify more with?) 
 
  01 Mexican (Mexico) 
  02 Puerto Rican (Puerto Rico) 
  03 Cuban (Cuba) 
  04 Dominican (the Dominican Republic) 
  05 Salvadoran (sal-vah-DOOR-en) (El Salvador) 
  06 Spanish (Spain) 
  07 Other Central American (Central America) 
  08 Other South American (South America)   
  97 Other country (SPECIFY) _________ (select from same list that appears in Q.5, if 

not in list just specify) 
  DD (DO NOT READ) Don’t know (your country of origin) 
  RR (DO NOT READ) Refused (your country of origin) 
 
 NO QUESTION 3A 
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ASK ALL 
 4. Were you born on the island of Puerto Rico, in the United States, or in another country? 
 
  1 Puerto Rico 
  2 U.S.  
  3 Another country 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
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ASK IF BORN IN ANOTHER COUNTRY Q.4 = 3, D, R 
 5. In what country were you born? 
  (DO NOT READ LIST.  ENTER ONE ONLY) 
 
  01 Argentina 
  02 Barbados 
  03 Belize 
  04 Bolivia 
  05 Brazil 
  06 Chile 
  07 Colombia 
  08 Costa Rica 
  09 Cuba 
  10 The Dominican Republic 
  11 Ecuador 
  12 El Salvador 
  13 The Falkland Islands 
  14 Guatemala 
  15 Guyana 
  16 Haiti 
  17 Honduras 
  18 Mexico 
  19 Nicaragua 
  20 Panama 
  21 Paraguay 
  22 Peru 
  23 Portugal 
  24 Puerto Rico 
  25 Spain 
  26 Suriname 
  27 Uruguay 
  28 Venezuela 
  29 French Guyana 
  30 Jamaica 
  31 Trinidad 
  32 Italy 
  33 Africa 
  97 Other (SPECIFY) ______________ 
  DD (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  RR (DO NOT READ) Refused 
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ASK IF Q.4 = 1, 3, D, R 
 (INSERT “(excluding Puerto Rico)” IF Q.4=1 or Q.5=24) 
 6. How many years have you lived in the United States (excluding Puerto Rico)? 
 
  ___________ (RECORD YEARS FROM 1 to 97) 
  ___________ (RECORD NUMBER OF MONTHS IF LESS THAN 1 YEAR) 
  ___________ (RECORD YEAR RESPONDENT CAME TO U.S.) 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
ASK IF Q.4 = 1, 2  
 7. Was your mother born on the island of Puerto Rico, in the United States, or in another 

country? 
 
  1 Puerto Rico 
  2 United States 
  3 In another country (SPECIFY) ______________ (SELECT FROM SAME LIST AS  

Q.5) 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know     
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
ASK IF Q.4 = 1, 2 
 8. Was your father born on the island of Puerto Rico, in the United States, or in another 

country?  
 
  1 Puerto Rico 
  2 United States 
  3 In another country (SPECIFY) ______________ (SELECT FROM SAME LIST AS  

Q.5) 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
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NO QUESTIONS 8A-8B 
 
ASK IF BORN IN ANOTHER COUNTRY (Q.4=3, D, R) AND Q.5<>24 
 9. Are you a citizen of the United States? 
 
  1 Yes 
  2 No 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
POLITICS 

(READ) On another subject… 
 
ASK ALL 
 10. All in all, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the way things are going in this country 

today?  
 
  1 Satisfied 
  2 Dissatisfied 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
ASK ALL 
 THOUGHT. How much thought have you given to the coming presidential election…Quite a 

lot or only a little?  
 
  1 Quite a lot 
  2 (DO NOT READ) Some 
  3 Little 
  4 (DO NOT READ) None 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
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ASK ALL 
 11. If the presidential election were being held TODAY, would you vote (READ AND 

RANDOMIZE OPTIONS 1/2 IN BLOCKS WITH OPTIONS 3/4 WITH 1/2 ALWAYS 
FIRST)? 

 
  1 for the Democratic ticket of Hillary Clinton and Tim Kaine 
  2 for the Republican ticket of Donald Trump and Mike Pence 
  3 for the Libertarian Party ticket headed by Gary Johnson [OR] 
  4 for the Green Party ticket headed by Jill Stein [PRONOUNCED: St-eye-n] [OR] 
  5 (DO NOT READ) Other candidate  
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
ASK IF OTHER, DON’T KNOW OR REFUSED IN Q.11 (Q.11=5,D,R) 
 11a. As of TODAY, do you LEAN more to [READ IN SAME ORDER AS Q.11]?  
 
  1 Hillary Clinton, the Democrat 
  2 Donald Trump, the Republican 
  3 Gary Johnson, the Libertarian [OR] 
  4 Jill Stein of the Green Party [OR] 
  5 (DO NOT READ) Other candidate 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
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NO QUESTIONS 12-12A 
 
ASK US CITIZENS WHO CHOOSE TRUMP ((Q.9 = 1 OR Q.4 = 1, 2 OR Q.5 = 24) AND 
(Q.11=2 OR Q.11a=2)) 
 13a. Would you say that your choice is more a vote FOR Donald Trump or more a vote 

AGAINST Hillary Clinton?  
 
  1 For Trump 
  2 Against Clinton 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
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ASK US CITIZENS WHO CHOOSE CLINTON ((Q.9 = 1 OR Q.4 = 1, 2 OR Q.5 = 24) 
AND (Q.11=1 OR Q.11a=1)) 
 13b.  Would you say that your choice is more a vote FOR Hillary Clinton or more a vote 

AGAINST Donald Trump?  
 
  1 For Clinton 
  2 Against Trump 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 

 
ASK IF Q.9 = 1 OR Q.4 = 1, 2 OR Q.5 = 24- BORN IN U.S. OR A CITIZEN OF U.S.  
 PLANTO1.  Do you yourself plan to vote in the election this November?  
 
  1 Yes 
  2 No 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
ASK IF PLANTO1 =1 
 PLANTO2. How certain are you that you will vote?  Are you absolutely certain, fairly certain, or 

not certain?  
 
  1 Absolutely certain 
  2 Fairly certain 
  3 Not certain 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
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ASK IF NOT PLANNING TO VOTE (PLANTO1 = 2)  
 14. What is the main reason why you are not planning to vote in the election this November? 
  (DO NOT READ LIST. ACCEPT ONLY ONE ANSWER) 
 
  [INTERVIEWER NOTE: IF DK, PROBE ONCE FOR RESPONSE; IF STILL DK,  
  ACCEPT DK AS RESPONSE] 
 
  1 Not eligible to vote  
  2 Not registered to vote 
  3 Not interested, feel vote won’t make a difference 
  4 Too busy, conflicting work or schedule 
  5 Transportation problems 
  6 Don’t like candidate or issues 
  7 Won’t have time to vote 
  8 Other (not in precoded response options), SPECIFY _______________ 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
ASK IF PLANTO1=1 
 FIRST. Will the election this November be the FIRST time that you have voted, or have you 

voted before?  
 
  1  FIRST time voting 
  2  Voted before 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t Know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
ASK ALL 
(INSERT “Hispanics” IF Q.2=1, INSERT “Latinos” IF Q.2=2, 3, D, R) 
 15. In the United States in the past year have you talked about Donald Trump’s views of 

(HISPANICS/LATINOS) or other groups with family, friends or coworkers, or not? 
 
  1 Yes 
  2 No 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
  



17 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER 2016 NATIONAL SURVEY OF LATINOS 

www.pewresearch.org 

NO QUESTION 10 
 
NO QUESTION 11A 
 
(Q.9 MOVED TO AFTER Q.8) 
 
ASK ALL 
(INSERT “Hispanics” IF Q.2=1, INSERT “Latinos” IF Q.2=2, 3, D, R) 
(ROTATE ITEMS 1 AND 2; include rotate variable in data file) 
 16. Which party do you think has more concern for (HISPANICS/LATINOS) – (READ LIST), 

or is there no difference?  
 
  1 The Democratic Party 
  2 The Republican Party 
  3 (DO NOT READ) No difference 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t Know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
NO QUESTIONS 17-18 
 
ASK IF Q.9 = 1 OR Q.4 = 1, 2 OR Q.5 = 24- BORN IN U.S. OR A CITIZEN OF U.S.  
 19. Are you confident that you have the identification you might need to be allowed to vote in 

your state, or not?  
 
  1 Yes 
  2 No 
  3 (DO NOT READ) Do not need any identification to vote  
  4 (DO NOT READ) Do not plan to vote 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
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ISSUES 
 
ASK ALL 
Thinking about some issues … 
 20. In making your decision about who to vote for in the 2016 presidential election, will the 

issue of (INSERT ITEM; RANDOMIZE) be very important, somewhat important, not too 
important, or not at all important? How about (NEXT ITEM)? (IF NECESSARY: How 
important will the issue of (ITEM) be to you in making your decision about who to vote 
for in the 2016 presidential election?)  

 
  (INTERVIEWER: PLEASE RE-READ RESPONSE OPTIONS AS NECESSARY TO 

REMIND RESPONDENTS OF OPTIONS. IF RESPONDENT VOICES THEIR SUPPORT 
OR OPPOSITION TO AN ISSUE, CLARIFY: “this question is not about your position on 
each issue, just how important each issue will be to your vote.”)   

 
  1 Very important 
  2 Somewhat important 
  3 Not too important 
  4 Not at all important 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
 a. Education 
 b. The economy 
 c. Health care 
 d. Immigration 
 e. Terrorism  
 f. How Hispanics in the U.S. are treated  
 j. Gun policy 
 
(READ) 
On a different subject … 
 
NO QUESTIONS 21-24 
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ASK ALL 
(ROTATE 1-2) 
 25. I'm going to read you a pair of statements. Tell me whether the FIRST statement or the 

SECOND statement comes closer to your own views — even if neither is exactly right.  
   (READ LIST) 
 
  1 Most people who want to get ahead can make it if they're willing to work hard 
  2 Hard work and determination are no guarantee of success for most people 
  3 (DO NOT READ) Neither/both equally 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
NO QUESTION 25 
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LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY 

(READ) On another topic… 
 
(ROTATE IN BLOCKS LAN1-LAN2, LAN3-LAN4; include rotate variable in data file) 
 
ASK ALL 
 LAN1. Would you say you can carry on a conversation in Spanish, both understanding and 

speaking -- very well, pretty well, just a little, or not at all? 
 
  1 Very well 
  2 Pretty well 
  3 Just a little 
  4 Not at all 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
ASK ALL 
 LAN2. Would you say you can read a newspaper or book in Spanish -- very well, pretty well, 

just a little, or not at all? 
 
  1 Very well 
  2 Pretty well 
  3 Just a little 
  4 Not at all 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
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ASK ALL 
 LAN3.  Would you say you can carry on a conversation in English, both understanding and 

speaking -- very well, pretty well, just a little, or not at all? 
 
  1 Very well 
  2 Pretty well 
  3 Just a little 
  4 Not at all 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
ASK ALL 
 LAN4. Would you say you can read a newspaper or book in English -- very well, pretty well, 

just a little, or not at all? 
 
  1 Very well 
  2 Pretty well 
  3 Just a little 
  4 Not at all 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
 NO QUESTIONS LAN5-LAN7 
 
 (Q.32 MOVED AFTER Q.15) 
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MEDIA 

(READ) On another topic… 
 
ASK ALL 
 26. How much do you keep up with the news, regardless of whether you get it from  

television, newspapers, radio, or any other source. Would you say you keep up with the 
news a lot, some, not much, or not at all? 

 
  1 A lot 
  2 Some 
  3 Not much 
  4 Not at all 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
ASK ALL 
(SCRAMBLE ITEMS A-E,) 
 27. There are many different ways to get news, such as network, local, or cable  

television, a print newspaper, radio, social networking sites or websites or apps.  We’d 
like to know all the different ways you get your news.  Thinking about a typical weekday, 
do you get any news from (INSERT ITEM)? How about (INSERT NEXT)? 

 
  1 Yes 
  2 No 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
 a. Network, local, or cable television news 
 b. Print newspapers 
 c. Radio 
 d. Social networking sites, such as Facebook or Twitter 
 e. Websites or apps 
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ASK ITEM a IF Q.27a = 1 
ASK ITEM b IF Q.27b = 1 
ASK ITEM c IF Q.27c = 1 
ASK ITEM d IF Q.27d = 1 
ASK ITEM e IF Q.27e = 1 
(SCRAMBLE IN SAME ORDER AS Q.27) 
 28. When you get your news from (INSERT) is it in English, Spanish or both? 

(EXPLAIN IF NECESSARY: Are the news shows you watch… the print newspapers  
you read etc. in English or Spanish or both?) 

 
  1 English 
  2 Spanish 
  3 Both 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
 a. Network, local, or cable television news 
 b. Print newspapers 
 c. Radio 
 d. Social networking sites, such as Facebook or Twitter 
 e. Websites or apps 
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(INSERT “Hispanic” IF Q.2=1, INSERT “Latino” IF Q.2=2, 3, D, R) 
(IF Q.3=1-5 DISPLAY COUNTRY OF ORIGIN FROM Q3) 
(IF Q.3=6-97 DISPLAY ‘your family’s country of origin’) 
(IF Q.3=DD,RR AND Q.4=1 DISPLAY ‘PUERTO RICO’) 
(IF Q.3=DD,RR AND Q.4=2 DISPLAY ‘your family’s country of origin’) 
(IF Q.3=DD,RR AND Q.4=3,D,R AND Q.5=1-33 DISPLAY RESPONDENT’S COUNTRY OF 

ORIGIN  
FROM Q.5) 
(IF Q.3=DD,RR AND Q.4=3,D,R AND Q.5=97,DD,RR DISPLAY ‘your family’s country of origin’) 
(SCRAMBLE ITEMS A-D) 
ASK ALL 
 29. Now I will read a list of some topics covered by news organizations. As I read each item, 

tell me if you usually follow this topic very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at 
all closely?...How about news about … 

 
  1 Very closely 
  2 Fairly closely 
  3 Not too closely 
  4 Not at all closely 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
 a. Traffic and weather 
 b. National government and politics 
 c. (COUNTRY OF ORIGIN/YOUR FAMILY’S COUNTRY OF ORIGIN) 
 d. The (HISPANIC/LATINO) community  
 
NO QUESTIONS 30A-30B 
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AMERICAN DREAM AND HISPANIC MILLENNIALS 

(READ) On another topic… 
 
NO QUESTION 31 
 
ASK ALL 
 32. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: In order to get ahead in life these 

days, it’s necessary to get a college education. 
 
  1 Agree 
  2 Disagree 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
ASK ALL 
 33. Compared to your parents when they were the age you are now, do you think your own 

standard of living now is much better, somewhat better, about the same, somewhat 
worse, or much worse than theirs was?    

 
  1 Much better 
  2 Somewhat better 
  3 About the same 
  4 Somewhat worse 
  5 Much worse 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
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ASK ALL 
 34. When your children are at the age you are now, do you think their standard of living will 

be much better, somewhat better, about the same, somewhat worse, or much worse than 
yours is now?   

  
  1 Much better 
  2 Somewhat better 
  3 About the same 
  4 Somewhat worse 
  5 Much worse 
  6 (DO NOT READ) No children 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused  
 
ASK ALL 
(RANDOMIZE A-F) 
 35. Here are some goals that people value in their lives. Please tell me how important each is 

to you personally. First (INSERT FIRST ITEM), is that extremely important, very 
important, somewhat important, or not important in your life?  
How about (INSERT NEXT ITEM)?  

 
  [REPEAT AS NECESSARY “Is that extremely important, very important, somewhat 

important, or not important?”] 
 
  [IF RESPONDENT SAYS “IMPORTANT” PROBE: “To clarify, would that be extremely 

important OR very important OR somewhat important, OR not important.”] 
 
  1 Extremely important 
  2 Very important 
  3 Somewhat important 
  4 Not important 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused  
 
 a. Being successful in a high-paying career or profession  
 b. Having a successful marriage  
 c. Living a very religious life  
 d. Being a good parent  
 e. Owning your own home  
 f. Having the resources to provide for your family 
 g. NO QUESTION 35G 
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(RANDOMIZE A-D) 
ASK ALL 
 36. How much, if at all, do you worry about (INSERT FIRST)? Would you say that you worry 

a lot, some, not much, or not at all?  How about (INSERT NEXT)?  
  (READ IF NECESSARY: would you say you worry [READ RESPONSE OPTIONS]) 
 
  1 A lot 
  2 Some 
  3 Not much  
  4 Not at all 
  5 (DO NOT READ) Doesn’t apply 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
 a. Your finances 
 b.    NO QUESTION 36B 
 c. Providing for your family  
 d. Fulfilling the goals your parents have for you 
 
ASK ALL 
 37. In  your opinion, would you say that you have achieved the American Dream, or not? 
 
  1 Yes, achieved American Dream  
  2 No, have not achieved American Dream 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
ASK IF ACHIEVED THE AMERICAN DREAM (Q37=1) 
 37a.  In your own words, could you tell me … how have you achieved the American Dream?  

[INTERVIEWER INSTRUCTION: RECORD VERBATIM RESPONSE; ALLOW 
MULTIPLE  

  RESPONSES, BUT DO NOT PROBE FOR ADDITIONAL MENTIONS] 
 
  01 ANSWER GIVEN (RECORD VERBATIM RESPONSE) ___________________ 
  DD (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  RR (DO NOT READ) Refused 
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ASK IF NOT ACHIEVED THE AMERICAN DREAM (Q37=2) 
 37b.  In your own words, could you tell me … what would it take for you to achieve the 

American Dream? 
 [INTERVIEWER INSTRUCTION: RECORD VERBATIM RESPONSE; ALLOW  
MULTIPLE  

  RESPONSES, BUT DO NOT PROBE FOR ADDITIONAL MENTIONS] 
 
  01 ANSWER GIVEN (RECORD VERBATIM RESPONSE) ___________________ 
  DD (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  RR (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
[NEW] 
ASK ALL 
 38. In your opinion, how easy is it to achieve the American Dream for people like you 

today?Do you think it is very easy, somewhat easy, somewhat hard or very hard? 
 
  1 Very easy 
  2 Somewhat easy 
  3 Somewhat hard 
  4 Very hard 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused  
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ASK ALL 
 39. Compared to your parents, do you think it is easier or harder for you to achieve the 

American Dream? [INTERVIEWER: Probe, Is that much or somewhat easier/harder?] 
 
  1 Much easier 
  2 Somewhat easier 
  3 Somewhat harder  
  4 Much harder 
  5 (DO NOT READ) About the same  
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
ASK IF Q.39=3,4 
 39a. Why would you say it is harder for you to achieve the American Dream? Is it because life 

is harder these days or because your goals are harder to attain than those of your 
parents? 

 
  1 Life is harder these days 
  2 Goals are harder to attain 
  3 (DO NOT READ) Another reason 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused  
 
ASK ALL 
 40. Would you say that your parents achieved the American Dream, or not? 
 
  1 Yes, achieved American Dream  
  2 No, did not achieve American Dream 
  3 (DO NOT READ) Parents not in the U.S. / Does not apply 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
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ASK IF PARENTS ACHIEVED DREAM (Q.40=1) 
 41. In your own words, could you tell me … how did your parents achieve the American 

Dream?  
  [INTERVIEWER INSTRUCTION: RECORD VERBATIM RESPONSE; ALLOW 

MULTIPLE RESPONSES, BUT DO NOT PROBE FOR ADDITIONAL MENTIONS] 
 
  01 ANSWER GIVEN (RECORD VERBATIM RESPONSE) ___________________ 
  DD (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  RR (DO NOT READ) Refused  
 

DEMOGRAPHICS  

(READ)  Finally, I’d like to ask you a few questions for statistical purposes only… 
 
ASK ALL 
 PARTY. In politics today, do you consider yourself a Republican, Democrat, or Independent? 
 
  1 Republican 
  2 Democrat 
  3 Independent 
  4 (DO NOT READ) No preference  
  5 (DO NOT READ) Other party 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
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ASK IF PARTY = 3,4,5, D, R 
 PARTYLN. As of today do you lean more to the Republican Party or more to the Democratic 

Party?  
 
  1 Republican Party 
  2 Democratic Party 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
ASK ALL 
 IDEO. In general, would you describe your political views as... (READ) 
 
  1 Very conservative 
  2 Conservative 
  3 Moderate 
  4 Liberal [OR] 
  5 Very liberal 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
ASK ALL 
 EMPLOY2. Are you now employed full-time, part-time, retired or are you not employed for 

pay?  
 
  1 Employed full-time 
  2 Employed part-time 
  3 Retired 
  4 Not employed for pay 
  5 (DO NOT READ) Have own business/self-employed 
  6 (DO NOT READ) Disabled 
  7 (DO NOT READ) Student 
  8 (DO NOT READ) Other 
  DD (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  RR (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
ASK ALL 
 PARENT. Are you the parent or guardian of any children under 18 now living in your 

household? 
 
  1 Yes 
  2 No 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
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ASK ALL 
 MARITAL. Are you currently married, do you have a partner, are you widowed, divorced, or 

separated, or have you never been married? [IF RESPONDENT SAYS “SINGLE,” PROBE 
TO DETERMINE WHICH CATEGORY IS APPROPRIATE] 

 
  1 Married 
  2 Living with a partner (DO NOT READ: INCLUDES COMMON LAW MARRIAGE) 
  3 Widowed 
  4 Divorced 
  5 Separated 
  6 Never been married 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
ASK ALL 
 42. Do you own or rent your home? 
 
  1 Own 
  2 Rent 
  3 (DO NOT READ) Other arrangement 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
 NO QUESTION 54 
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ASK ALL 
 EDUC. What is the highest level of school you have completed or the highest degree you have 

received?  
 
  (INTERVIEWER NOTE: Enter code 3-HS grad if R completed training that did NOT 

count toward a degree) 
  (INTERVIEWER NOTE: Enter code 3-HS graduate if R completed vocational, business, 

technical, or training courses after high school that did NOT count toward an associate 
degree from a college, community college or university (e.g., training for a certificate or 
an apprenticeship)) 

 
  1 Less than high school (Grades 1-8 or no formal schooling) 
  2 High school incomplete (Grades 9-11 or Grade 12 with NO diploma) 
  3 High school graduate (Grade 12 with diploma or GED certificate) 
  4 Some college, no degree (includes some community college) 
  5 Two year associate degree from a college or university 
  6 Four year college or university degree/Bachelor’s degree (e.g., BS, BA, AB) 
  7 Some postgraduate or professional schooling, no postgraduate degree 
  8 Postgraduate or professional degree, including master’s, doctorate, medical or  
   law degree (e.g., MA, MS, PhD, MD, JD) 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
ASK IF Q9 = 1 OR Q4 = 1, 2 OR Q5 = 24 - BORN IN U.S. OR A CITIZEN OF U.S.  
 REG. Which of these statements best describes you? (READ IN ORDER)  
 
  [INSTRUCTION: BE SURE TO CLARIFY WHETHER RESPONDENT IS ABSOLUTELY 

CERTAIN THEY ARE REGISTERED OR ONLY PROBABLY REGISTERED; IF 
RESPONDENT VOLUNTEERS THAT THEY ARE IN NORTH DAKOTA AND DON’T 
HAVE TO REGISTER, PUNCH 1)  

 
  1 Are you ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN that you are registered to vote at your current 

address, OR 
  2 Are you PROBABLY registered, but there is a chance your registration has lapsed, OR  
  3 Are you NOT registered to vote at your current address 
  4 (DO NOT READ) Was in prison/Not eligible to vote 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
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ASK ALL 
 RELIG. What is your present religion, if any?  Are you Protestant, Roman Catholic, Mormon, 

Orthodox such as Greek or Russian Orthodox, Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu, atheist, 
agnostic, something else, or nothing in particular?   

  (DO NOT READ DENOMINATIONS/OTHER MATERIAL IN PARENTHESES) 
 
  (INTERVIEWER: IF R VOLUNTEERS “nothing in particular, none, no religion, etc.” 

BEFORE  REACHING END OF LIST, PROMPT WITH: and would you say that’s atheist, 
agnostic, or just nothing in particular?) 

 
  01 Protestant (Baptist, Methodist, Non-denominational, Lutheran, Presbyterian,  
   Pentecostal, Episcopalian, Reformed, Church of Christ, Jehovah’s Witness, etc.) 
  02 Roman Catholic (Catholic) 
  03 Mormon (Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints/LDS) 
  04 Orthodox (Greek, Russian, or some other orthodox church) 
  05 Jewish (Judaism) 
  06 Muslim (Islam) 
  07 Buddhist 
  08 Hindu 
  09 Atheist (do not believe in God) 
  10 Agnostic (not sure if there is a God) 
  11 Something else (SPECIFY) ______________ 
  12 Nothing in particular 
  13 (DO NOT READ) Christian 
  14 (DO NOT READ) Unitarian (Universalist) 
  DD (DO NOT READ) Don't know 
  RR (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
ASK IF (RELIG = 11, DD, RR)  
 CHR. Do you think of yourself as a Christian or not?  
  [IF RESPONDENT NAMED A NON-CHRISTIAN RELIGION IN PREVIOUS QUESTION 

(e.g. Native American, Wiccan, Pagan, etc.), DO NOT READ (ENTER "NO" CODE 2)] 
 
  1 Yes 
  2 No 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don't know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
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ASK IF RELIG = 1-4 OR 13 OR CHR = 1 
 BORN. Would you describe yourself as a “born-again” or evangelical Christian, or not? 
 
  1 Yes, would 
  2 No, would not 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don't know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
ASK ALL 
 ATTEND. Aside from weddings and funerals, how often do you attend religious services – more 

than once a week, once a week, once or twice a month, a few times a year, seldom, or 
never? 

 
  1 More than once a week 
  2 Once a week 
  3 Once or twice a month 
  4 A few times a year 
  5 Seldom 
  6 Never 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
ASK ALL 
 AGE. What is your age?  
 
  ________________ years (RECORD NUMBER 18-96) 
  97 97 or older 
  DD (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  RR (DO NOT READ) Refused 
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ASK IF AGE = RR 
 AGE2. Would you say you are…? 
  (READ LIST.  ENTER ONE ONLY) 
 
  1 18 to 35 
  2 36 to 51 
  3 52 to 70 
  4 71 or older 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
ASK ALL 
 INCOME. Last year, that is in 2015, what was your total family income from all sources, before 

taxes?  Just stop me when I get to the right category. (READ LIST) 
 
  1 Less than $10,000 
  2 10 to under $20,000 
  3 20 to under $30,000 
  4 30 to under $40,000 
  5 40 to under $50,000 
  6 50 to under $75,000 
  7 75 to under $100,000 
  8 100 to under $150,000 (OR) 
  9 $150,000 or more 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
ASK IF Q.9 = 2 
 43. Earlier you said you are not a citizen of the U.S. Do you have a green card or have  

you been approved for one? 
 
  (INTERVIEWER NOTE: If necessary for clarification, state that you are inquiring as to  
  whether they are a ‘legal permanent resident’, or have been approved for ‘legal  
  permanent residency’). 
 
  1 Yes 
  2 No 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
  
ASK ALL 
 S-5. Record Gender 
 
  1 Male 
  2 Female 
 
 (Q.58 MOVED TO AFTER INCOME) 
 
NO QUESTION 59 
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ASK ALL 
 HH1. How many people, including yourself, live in your household?  

(INTERVIEWER NOTE: HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS INCLUDE PEOPLE WHO THINK OF 
THIS HOUSEHOLD AS THEIR PRIMARY PLACE OF RESIDENCE, INCLUDING THOSE 
WHO ARE TEMPORARILY AWAY ON BUSINESS, VACATION, IN A HOSPITAL, OR 
AWAY AT SCHOOL. THIS INCLUDES INFANTS, CHILDREN AND ADULTS.) 
 

  ______ Enter number 1-7 
  8 8 or more 
  9 Don’t know/Refused 
 
ASK IF MORE THAN ONE PERSON IN HH (HH1>1): 
 HH3 How many, including yourself, are adults, age 18 and older?  
  ______ Enter number 1-7 
  8 8 or more 
  9 Don’t know/Refused 
 
ASK IF LANDLINE SAMPLE 
 L1. Now thinking about your telephone use…Do you have a working cell phone? 
 
  1 Yes, respondent has cell phone 
  2 No 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
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ASK IF NO CELL PHONE AND MULTI-PERSON HOUSEHOLD (L1=2,D, R AND 
HH1>1): 
 L1a. Does anyone in your household have a working cell phone? 
 
  1 Yes, someone in household has cell phone 
  2 No 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
(ASK IF CELL PHONE SAMPLE OR HH HAS A CELL PHONE (L1=1 OR L1a = 1)) 
 C1a. How many different cell phone numbers do you personally answer calls on? 
  
  __________ (ENTER # CELL PHONE NUMBERS) 
  99 (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
ASK IF CELL PHONE SAMPLE 
 C1. Now thinking about your telephone use, is there at least one telephone INSIDE your 

home that is currently working and is not a cell phone? 
 
  1 Yes, has a home telephone 
  2 No, no home telephone 
  D (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
  R (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
 (ASK IF LL SAMPLE OR HH HAS A LL PHONE (QC1=1) 
 C3a. How many telephone numbers does your household have that I could have reached you 

on? Not extensions, but different telephone numbers, not counting (cell/mobile) phones? 
 
  __________ (ENTER # PHONE NUMBERS) 
  99 (DO NOT READ) Refused 
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ASK ALL 
 100. What is your zip code?   
 
  ___________ (RECORD 5-DIGIT CODE) 
 DD (DO NOT READ) Don’t know  
 RR (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
FOR INTERVIEWER (CELL PHONE SAMPLE ONLY): 
 INT1. (DO NOT READ) Did respondent request money for using their cell phone minutes? 
 
  1 Yes, requested money 
  2 No, did not request money – GO TO END OF INTERVIEW 
 
(ASK CELL PHONE RESPONDENTS WHO REQUESTED FOR MONEY (INT1=1)): 
We’d like to send you $5 for your time. Can I please have your full name and a mailing address 
where we can send you the money?  
 
INTERVIEWER NOTE: If R does not want to give full name, explain we only need it so we can 
send the $5 to them personally. 
 
  1 [ENTER FULL NAME] – INTERVIEWER: PLEASE VERIFY SPELLING 
  2 [ENTER MAILING ADDRESS] 
  3 [City] 
  4 [State] 
  5 [ZIP] 
  R (VOL.) Respondent does not want the money 
 
 (DO NOT ASK) 
 101. INTERVIEWER: RECORD LANGUAGE OF INTERVIEW 
 
  1 All Spanish 
  2 Mostly Spanish 
  3 Both Spanish and English equally 
  4 Mostly English 
  5 All English 
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TOPLINE I 
 

August 23 - September 21, 2016 
Total N=1,507 Hispanic adults 

 
Note: This topline includes Puerto Ricans as native born. All numbers are percentages. The percentages 
greater than zero but less than 0.5% are replaced by an asterisk (*). Columns may not total 100% due to 
rounding. 
 

 
Sample size 

Margin of error at 95% 
confidence level 

Total Hispanic respondents 1,507 +/- 3.3% points 
Foreign born (excluding Puerto Rico) 818 +/- 4.3% points 

U.S. born (including Puerto Rico) 689 +/- 4.9% points 
Registered voters 804 +/- 4.6% points 

 
QUESTIONS 25, 32-41 IN TOPLINE II 

 
QUESTIONS 26-29 IN TOPLINE III 
 
NO QUESTIONS 12, 17-18, 21-24, 30-31 
 
ASK ALL  
2.  The terms Hispanic and Latino are both used to describe people who are of Hispanic or Latino origin or descent. Do 

you happen to prefer one of these terms more than the other? (GET ANSWER, THEN ASK: Which term do you prefer, 
Hispanic or Latino?) 

   

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

33 Hispanic  33 34 32 
14 Latino 11 17 13 
52 No preference (VOL.) 55 48 55 
1 Don’t know (VOL.)  1 1 * 
* Refused (VOL.) * * * 

 
TRENDS: 
 

 
Nov 
2015 

Oct 
2014 

Jul  
2013 

Oct 
2012 

Dec 
2011 

Sep 
2010 

Sep 
20091 

Hispanic  32 34 33 29 33 33 35 
Latino 15 16 15 13 14 13 14 
No preference (VOL.) 51 47 50 57 51 54 49 
Don’t know (VOL.)  1 2 1 1 2 1 1 
Refused (VOL.) * 1 NA2 * * 1 1 

 
  

                                                
1 In Sep 2009, the survey included some respondents under the age of 18. Results reported here, and throughout this topline, exclude 

respondents under age 18. 
2 “Don’t know” and “Refused” were a combined category in the Jul 2013 survey. 



41 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER 2016 NATIONAL SURVEY OF LATINOS 

www.pewresearch.org 

ASK ALL  
3.  Now I want to ask you about you and your family’s heritage. Are you Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Dominican, 

Salvadoran (sal-vah-DOOR-en), or are you and your ancestors from another country?  
        (IF ANOTHER COUNTRY: What country is that?) 

        (IF STILL NOT SURE, ASK: Are you and your ancestors from Central America, South America, or somewhere else?) 
        (ACCEPT ONE ANSWER. IF MORE THAN ONE ANSWER GIVEN, ASK: Which do you identify more with?) 

 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

61 Mexican 58 64 59 
9 Puerto Rican 19 * 12 
5 Dominican 4 6 6 
4 Cuban 2 6 5 
3 Salvadoran 1 6 1 
3 Spanish  6 1 6 
6 Other Central American 4 8 4 
6 Other South American 3 8 5 
1 Other country (SPECIFY) 2 1 2 
1 Don’t know (VOL.)  1 * 1 
* Refused (VOL.) * * * 

 
TRENDS: 
 

 
Oct 

2014 
Jul 

2013 
Oct 

2012 
Sep 

2010 
Sep 

2009 
Jul 

2008 
Nov 
2007 

Jun 
2004 

Mexican 60 60 61 64 62 62 63 64 
Puerto Rican 9 9 9 9 9 9 8 9 
Cuban 4 4 4 4 5 4 4 4 
Dominican 3 3 4 3 5 2 3 3 
Salvadoran 4 5 4 5 5 3 3 2 
Other Central American 8 6 6 5 5 7 6 6 
Other South American 6 6 6 6 6 7 7 6 
Other country (SPECIFY) 5 4 5 4 2 5 5 4 
Don’t know (VOL.)  1 1 1 1 1 1 * * 
Refused (VOL.) * NA * * * * * * 

 
TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:  
 

 
Nov 

20153 
Dec 
2011 

Mexican 61 62 
Puerto Rican 9 9 
Cuban 4 4 
Dominican 4 3 
Salvadoran 4 4 
Spanish 34 NA 
Other Central American 6 8 
Other South American 5 7 
Other country (SPECIFY) 1 2 
Mixed heritage (VOL.) 2 1 
Don’t know (VOL.)  1 * 
Refused (VOL.) * * 

 
  

                                                
3 In Nov 2015 and Dec 2011, multiple mentions were allowed. If a respondent named more than one heritage, they are listed as “mixed 

heritage.” 
4 Prior to 2015, “Spanish” was not a separately-listed category and was included in “Other.” 



42 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER 2016 NATIONAL SURVEY OF LATINOS 

www.pewresearch.org 

ASK ALL 
4. Were you born on the island of Puerto Rico, in the United States, or in another country? 
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

4 Puerto Rico  9 NA 5 
44 United States 91 NA 66 
52 Another country NA 99 29 
* Don’t know (VOL.)  NA * 0 
* Refused (VOL.) NA * 0 

 

TRENDS: 
 

 
Nov 
2015 

Oct 
2014 

Jul 
2013 

Puerto Rico  5 4 4 
United States 44 40 40 
Another country 51 56 56 
Don’t know (VOL.)  * 0 * 
Refused (VOL.) * * NA 

 

ASK IF BORN IN ANOTHER COUNTRY (Q.4 = 3, D, R) 
5. In what country were you born? (DO NOT READ LIST. ENTER ONE ONLY)  
 

BASED ON FOREIGN BORN (Q.4 = 3, D, R): 
 

Total  
* Argentina 
0 Barbados 
0 Belize 
* Bolivia 
* Brazil 
* Chile 
4 Colombia 
1 Costa Rica 
6 Cuba 
6 The Dominican Republic 
2 Ecuador 
6 El Salvador 
0 The Falkland Islands 
3 Guatemala 
0 Guyana 
0 Haiti 
3 Honduras 

63 Mexico 
* Nicaragua 
* Panama 
0 Paraguay 
1 Peru 
* Portugal 
0 Puerto Rico 
* Spain 
0 Suriname 
* Uruguay 
1 Venezuela 
0 French Guyana 
0 Jamaica 
* Trinidad 
* Italy 
0 Africa 
1 Other 
* Don’t know (VOL.)  
* Refused (VOL.) 

n=818  
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QUESTION 5 CONTINUED… 
 
TRENDS: 
 

 
Nov 
2015 

Oct 
2014 

Jul 
2013 

Oct 
2012 

Dec 
2011 

Sep 
2010 

Sep  
2009 

Jul 
2008 

Nov  
2007 

Jul 
2006 

Jun 
2002 

Argentina * * 1 1 1 * * 1 1 1 1 
Barbados 0 0 0 0 0 0 * 0 0 0 0 
Belize 0 * * * * * * * * 0 * 
Bolivia 1 * * * * 0 * * * * * 
Brazil * * * * * * * 1 * 1 * 
Chile 1 * * * * * 1 * * * * 
Colombia 3 3 2 2 4 3 3 4 3 4 4 
Costa Rica 1 * * * * 1 1 * * 1 * 
Cuba 5 5 6 6 5 6 6 4 5 4 7 
Dominican Republic 7 4 5 5 4 3 7 3 4 4 7 
Ecuador 1 1 2 2 3 2 2 1 1 3 1 
El Salvador 6 6 7 6 6 6 7 4 5 5 7 
Falkland Islands 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 * 0 * 0 
Guatemala 5 5 4 3 6 3 2 4 3 4 1 
Guyana 0 0 * 0 0 0 0 * * * * 
Haiti * * * 0 0 * * * * 0 * 
Honduras 4 4 3 2 3 2 2 2 3 1 1 
Mexico 64 61 59 62 60 67 63 67 65 66 68 
Nicaragua * 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 
Panama * * 1 * 1 1 1 1 * * * 
Paraguay * 0 * 0 0 * * 0 * * 0 
Peru 1 1 1 3 2 1 2 1 2 2 1 
Portugal 0 0 * 0 * 0 0 0 * * * 
Puerto Rico 0 0 0 * 0 0 0 * * * 0 
Spain * 1 1 1 0 * * * * * * 
Suriname 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Uruguay * 0 1 * 0 * 0 * * * * 
Venezuela * 1 1 * 1 1 1 * 1 1 * 
French Guyana 0 0 * * 0 0 0 * 0 0 0 
Jamaica 0 0 * 0 0 * 0 1 1 0 * 
Trinidad/Caribbean  
   Islands5 

0 * * 0 0 0 0 * * * * 

Italy 0 0 * 0 0 0 0 * * * * 
Africa 0 0 * 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other 1 4 2 3 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 
Don’t know (VOL.)  0 * * * 0 * * 1 * * 0 
Refused (VOL.) * * NA * 0 1 0 * * * 0 

                                                
5 Prior to 2015 “Trinidad/Caribbean Islands” were coded together.  
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Q.4/Q.5 COMBO TABLE, BASED ON TOTAL:  
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

44 United States 91 0 66 
4 Puerto Rico 9 0 5 
     

* Argentina NA * * 
0 Barbados NA 0 0 
0 Belize NA 0 0 
* Bolivia NA * 0 
* Brazil NA * * 
* Chile NA * 0 
2 Colombia NA 4 2 
* Costa Rica NA 1 * 
3 Cuba NA 6 3 
3 Dominican Republic NA 6 3 
1 Ecuador NA 2 1 
3 El Salvador NA 6 1 
0 Falkland Islands NA 0 0 
1 Guatemala NA 3 * 
0 Guyana NA 0 0 
0 Haiti NA 0 0 
1 Honduras NA 3 1 

33 Mexico NA 63 16 
* Nicaragua NA * * 
* Panama NA * * 
0 Paraguay NA 0 0 
* Peru NA 1 * 
* Portugal NA * * 
* Spain NA * * 
0 Suriname NA 0 0 
* Uruguay NA * * 
* Venezuela NA 1 * 
0 French Guyana NA 0 0 
0 Jamaica NA 0 0 
* Trinidad NA * * 
* Italy NA * * 
0 Africa NA 0 0 
1 Other NA 1 0 
* Don’t know (VOL.)  NA * 0 
* Refused (VOL.) NA * * 
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Q.4/Q.5 COMBO TABLE CONTINUED … 
 
TRENDS: 
 

 
Nov  
2015 

Oct 
2014 

Jul20
13 

Oct 
2012 

Dec 
2011 

Sep 
2010 

Sep  
2009 

Jul 
2008 

Nov  
2007 

Jul 
2006 

United States 44 40 40 44 41 41 39 38 37 43 
Puerto Rico 5 4 4 4 5 4 5 4 4 2 
           
Argentina * * * * * * * * * 1 
Barbados 0 0 0 0 0 0 * 0 0 0 
Belize 0 * * * * * * * * 0 
Bolivia * * * * * 0 * * * * 
Brazil * * * * * * * * * * 
Chile * * * * * * * * * * 
Colombia 1 2 1 1 2 2 1 2 2 2 
Costa Rica * * * * * 1 * * * * 
Cuba 3 3 4 3 3 3 4 3 3 2 
Dominican Republic 3 2 3 3 2 2 4 2 2 2 
Ecuador 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 
El Salvador 3 3 4 3 3 3 4 2 3 3 
Falkland Islands 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 * 0 * 
Guatemala 3 3 3 2 3 1 1 2 2 2 
Guyana 0 0 * 0 0 0 0 * * * 
Haiti * * * 0 0 * * * * 0 
Honduras 2 2 2 1 2 1 1 1 2 1 
Mexico 33 34 33 32 33 37 35 39 38 36 
Nicaragua * 1 1 1 1 1 1 * * * 
Panama * * * * 1 * * * * * 
Paraguay * 0 * 0 0 * * 0 * * 
Peru * 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
Portugal 0 0 * 0 * 0 0 0 * * 
Spain * 1 1 * 0 * * * * * 
Suriname 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Uruguay * 0 * * 0 * 0 * * * 
Venezuela * * 1 * 1 1 * * * 1 
French Guyana 0 0 * * 0 0 0 * 0 0 
Jamaica 0 0 * 0 0 * 0 * 1 0 
Trinidad/Caribbean Islands6 0 * * 0 0 0 0 * * * 
Italy 0 0 * 0 0 0 0 * * * 
Africa 0 0 * 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other * 2 1 1 1 1 * 1 1 * 
Don’t know (VOL.)  0 * * * 0 * * * * * 
Refused (VOL.) * * NA * 0 * 0 * * * 

 
  

                                                
6 Prior to 2015 “Trinidad/Caribbean Islands” were coded together.  
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ASK IF BORN IN ANOTHER COUNTRY OR IN PUERTO RICO (Q.4= 1, 3, D, R) 
(INSERT “(excluding Puerto Rico)” IF Q.4=1 or Q.5=24) 
6. How many years have you lived in the United States (excluding Puerto Rico)? 
 
BASED ON FOREIGN BORN OR BORN IN PUERTO RICO: 
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

12 0-5 years -7 11 2 
9 6-10 years - 9 5 
31 11-20 years - 33 19 
45 More than 20 years - 44 72 
2 Don’t know (VOL.)  - 3 2 
* Refused (VOL.) - * 0 

n=881  n=63 n=818 n=308 
 
TRENDS: 
 

 
Nov 
2015 

Oct 
2014 

Jul 
2013 

Oct 
2012 

Dec  
2011 

0-5 years 10 10 8 8 10 
6-10 years 12 15 15 14 19 
11-20 years 31 30 32 33 27 
More than 20 years 46 43 44 43 38 
Don’t know (VOL.)  1 1 1 1 4 
Refused (VOL.) 1 * NA 1 1 

 
TRENDS FOR COMPARISON8: 
 

 
Sep 

2010 
Sep 

2009 
Jul 

2008 
Nov 
2007 

Jul 
2006 

0-5 years 11 14 19 16 20 
6-10 years 16 19 16 20 17 
11-20 years 29 26 28 28 28 
More than 20 years 41 40 36 36 32 
Don’t know (VOL.)  1 * 1 1 1 
Refused (VOL.) 1 1 1 * 3 

 
  

                                                
7 Data suppressed due to small sample size.  

8 All trends asked “How many years have you lived in the continental United States?” of Puerto Ricans. The surveys in Jul 2008,  Nov 2007, 

and Jul 2006 asked this question only to those who said they were born in Puerto Rico or in another county. Those with “Don’t know” or 

“Refused” responses were not asked this question. 
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ASK IF U.S. BORN OR BORN IN PUERTO RICO (Q.4 = 1, 2)  
7. Was your mother born on the island of Puerto Rico, in the United States, or in another country? 
 
BASED ON U.S. BORN OR BORN IN PUERTO RICO: 
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

12 Puerto Rico 12 NA 11 
55 United States 55 NA 59 
31 Another country (SPECIFY) 31 NA 29 
2 Don’t know (VOL.)  2 NA 1 
0 Refused (VOL.) 0 NA 0 

n=689  n=689 NA n=542 
 
TRENDS: 
 

 
Nov 
2015 

Oct 
2014 

Oct 
2012 

Dec 
2011 

Sep 
2010 

Puerto Rico 13 15 15 14 16 
United States 49 50 52 45 51 
Another country (SPECIFY) 37 33 32 40 33 
Don’t know (VOL.)  * 1 * * 1 
Refused (VOL.) * 0 * 1 0 

 
TRENDS FOR COMPARISON9: 
 

 
Sep 

2009 
Jul 

2008 
Nov 

2007     
Puerto Rico 7 7 6     
United States 24 23 22     
Another country (SPECIFY) 68 70 72     
Don’t know (VOL.)  1 * *     
Refused (VOL.) * * *     

 
ASK IF U.S. BORN OR BORN IN PUERTO RICO (Q.4 = 1, 2) 
8. Was your father born on the island of Puerto Rico, in the United States, or in another country?  
 
BASED ON U.S. BORN OR BORN IN PUERTO RICO:  
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

11 Puerto Rico 11 NA 9 
51 United States 51 NA 55 
35 Another country (SPECIFY) 35 NA 34 
3 Don’t know (VOL.)  3 NA 2 
* Refused (VOL.) * NA * 

n=689  n=689 NA n=542 
 
TRENDS: 
 

 
Nov 
2015 

Oct  
2014 

Oct 
2012 

Dec 
2011 

Sep 
2010 

Puerto Rico 13 16 16 16 15 
United States 42 43 47 40 46 
Another country (SPECIFY) 42 37 36 42 36 
Don’t know (VOL.)  2 3 1 1 2 
Refused (VOL.) * 0 0 1 0 

 
 
 

                                                
9 This question was asked of total Latinos in Sep 2009, Jul 2008 and Nov 2007.  
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QUESTION 8 CONTINUED… 
 
TRENDS FOR COMPARISON10: 
 

 
Sep 

2009 
Jul 

2008 
Nov 

2007     
Puerto Rico 7 8 6     
United States 21 20 19     
Another country 70 72 74     
Don’t know (VOL.)  1 1 1     

Refused (VOL.) * * *     
 
ASK IF BORN IN ANOTHER COUNTRY (Q.4=3, D, R AND Q.5 ≠ 24)  
9. Are you a citizen of the United States? 
 
BASED ON FOREIGN BORN: 
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

39 Yes NA 39 100 
60 No NA 60 NA 
0 Don’t know (VOL.)  NA 0 NA 
* Refused (VOL.) NA * NA 

n=818  NA n=818 n=262 
 
TRENDS: 
 

 
Nov 
2015 

Oct 
2014 

Oct 
2012 

Dec 
2011 

Sep 
2010 

Sep 
2009 

Jul 
2008 

Nov 
2007 

Jul 
2006 

Yes 36 38 37 40 41 40 34 36 36 
No 63 62 63 57 57 58 66 62 63 
Don’t know (VOL.)  * * * 0 * 0 * 1 1 
Refused (VOL.) 1 1 * 3 2 2 * 1 1 

 
 
  

                                                
10 This question was asked of total Latinos in Sep 2009, Jul 2008 and Nov 2007. 
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POLITICS 
READ: On another subject… 
 
ASK ALL 
10.  All in all, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the way things are going in this country today?  
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

46 Satisfied 34 57 37 
47 Dissatisfied 61 34 57 
5 Don’t know (VOL.)  4 6 5 
2 Refused (VOL.) 1 3 1 

 
TRENDS11: 
 

 
Nov 
2015 

Oct 
2014 

Nov 
2013 

Oct 
2012 

Dec 
2011 

Sep  
2010 

Nov  
2008 

Jul  
2008 

Mar  
2006 

Jan  
2004 

Dec 
2003 

Satisfied 47 46 34 51 38 36 27 25 33 49 40 
Dissatisfied 46 46 60 43 56 57 66 70 60 40 50 
Don’t know (VOL.)  6 7 5 5 5 6 5 4 7 10 10 
Refused (VOL.) 1 1 NA 1 1 2 1 * NA 0 0 

 
REGISTERED VOTER TRENDS: 
 

 
Nov 
2015 

Oct 
2014 

Oct 
2012 

Dec 
2011 

Sep  
2010 

Nov  
2008 

Jul  
2008 

Satisfied 42 41 45 36 34 27 27 
Dissatisfied 52 53 50 58 59 68 70 
Don’t know (VOL.)  5 4 5 4 5 5 3 
Refused (VOL.) 1 1 1 2 2 * * 

 
ASK ALL 
THOUGHT. How much thought have you given to the coming presidential election…Quite a lot or only a little?  
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

55 Quite a lot 64 48 67 
5 Some (VOL.) 5 6 5 

32 Only a little 25 38 23 
6 None (VOL.) 6 6 4 
1 Don’t know (VOL.)  * 2 1 
* Refused (VOL.) * 1 * 

 
TRENDS FOR COMPARISON12: 
 

 
Oct 

2014 
Oct 

2012 
Sep 

2010 
Quite a lot 29 48 25 
Some (VOL.) 6 4 4 
Only a little 55 42 55 
None (VOL.) 9 5 13 
Don’t know (VOL.)  2 2 3 
Refused (VOL.) * * 1 

 
 
 

                                                
11 The question was rotated with a question regarding approval ratings of President Obama in Jul 2013 and Oct 2014, but was not rotated in 

Oct 2012 and earlier. “Don’t know” and “Refused” were a combined category in the Nov 2013, Jul 2013 and Mar 2006 surveys.  

12 Oct 2012 results show interest in the 2012 presidential election; Oct 2014 and Sep 2010 results show interest in 2014 and 2010 

midterm elections, respectively. All trends in this series are considered trends for comparison because they reference different elections and 

question wording slightly differed.  
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THOUGHT CONTINUED… 
 
GENERAL POPULATION COMPARISON: 
 

 
Aug 

201613   
Quite a lot 72   
Some (VOL.) 1   
Only a little 24   
None (VOL.) 2   
Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)  1   

 
ASK ALL 
11.  If the presidential election were being held TODAY, would you vote (READ AND RANDOMIZE OPTIONS 1/2 IN 

BLOCKS WITH OPTIONS 3/4 WITH 1/2 ALWAYS FIRST)? 
 
ASK IF OTHER, DON’T KNOW OR REFUSED IN Q.11 (Q.11=5,D,R)  
11a. As of TODAY, do you LEAN more to [READ IN SAME ORDER AS Q.11]?  
 
Q.11/Q.11a COMBO TABLE, BASED ON BORN IN U.S. OR A CITIZEN OF U.S.: 
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

57 Vote/Lean for the Democratic ticket of  
    Hillary Clinton and Tim Kaine 

53 68 58 

16 Vote/Lean for the Republican ticket of  
   Donald Trump and Mike Pence 

19 11 19 

9 Vote/Lean for the Libertarian Party  
   ticket headed by Gary Johnson 

11 3 10 

6 Vote/Lean for the Green Party ticket  
   headed by Jill Stein 

6 5 6 

1 Other candidate (VOL.) 1 * 1 
7 Don’t know (VOL.)  7 9 5 
3 Refused (VOL.) 2 4 2 

n=1,039  n=689 n=350 n=804 
 
GENERAL POPULATION COMPARISON AMONG REGISTERED VOTERS14: 
 

 
Aug 
2016 

Vote/Lean Hillary Clinton and Tim Kaine 41 
Vote/Lean Donald Trump and Mike Pence 37 
Vote/Lean Gary Johnson 10 
Vote/Lean Jill Stein 4 
Other candidate (VOL.) 2 
Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)  5 

 

  

                                                
13 All general population comparisons in this survey are from a survey conducted August 9-16, 2016 with a sample size of 2,010.  
14 General population comparison based on those who say they are “absolutely certain” they are registered to vote at their current address.   
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ASK U.S. CITIZENS WHO CHOOSE TRUMP ((Q.9 = 1 OR Q.4 = 1, 2 OR Q.5 = 24) AND (Q.11=2 OR Q.11a=2)) 
13a. Would you say that your choice is more a vote FOR Donald Trump or more a vote AGAINST Hillary Clinton?  
 
BASED ON U.S. CITIZENS WHO CHOSE TRUMP: 
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

50 For Trump 50 - 49 
48 Against Clinton 49 - 49 
2 Don’t know (VOL.)  1 - 2 
* Refused (VOL.) 0 - 0 

n=187  n=146 n=41 n=162 
 
GENERAL POPULATION COMPARISON15: 
 

 
Aug 
2016 

For Trump 44 
Against Clinton 53 
Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)  3 

 
ASK U.S. CITIZENS WHO CHOOSE CLINTON ((Q.9 = 1 OR Q.4 = 1, 2 OR Q.5 = 24) AND (Q.11=1 OR Q.11a=1)) 
13b.  Would you say that your choice is more a vote FOR Hillary Clinton or more a vote AGAINST Donald   
     Trump?  
 
BASED ON U.S. CITIZENS WHO CHOSE CLINTON: 
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

54 For Clinton 50 63 55 
44 Against Trump 50 33 44 
2 Don’t know (VOL.)  1 3 1 
* Refused (VOL.) 0 1 1 

n=628  n=382 n=246 n=487 
 
GENERAL POPULATION COMPARISON16: 
 

 
Aug 
2016 

For Clinton 53 
Against Trump 46 
Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)  1 

 
  

                                                
15 General population comparison based on those who chose Donald Trump and said they were “absolutely certain” they were registered to 

vote at their current address.    
16 General population comparison based on those who chose Hillary Clinton and said they were “absolutely certain” they were registered to 

vote at their current address.    
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ASK IF Q.9 = 1 OR Q.4 = 1, 2 OR Q.5 = 24- BORN IN U.S. OR A CITIZEN OF U.S.  
PLANTO1.  Do you yourself plan to vote in the election this November?  
 

ASK IF PLANTO1 =1 
PLANTO2.  How certain are you that you will vote? Are you absolutely certain, fairly certain, or not  
    certain?  
 

PLANTO1/PLANTO2 COMBO TABLE, BASED ON U.S. BORN OR U.S. CITIZEN: 
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

81 Yes 78 87 89 
    58    Absolutely certain     58     59     69 
    17    Fairly certain     16     21     16 
    5    Not certain/Don’t know/Refused     4     7     4 
15 No 18 10 10 
4 Don’t know (VOL.) 4 3 1 
* Refused (VOL.) * 0 * 

n=1,039  n=689 n=350 n=804 
 

TRENDS FOR COMPARISON17: 
 

 
Oct  

2014 
Oct 

2012 
Sep 

2010 
Jul 

200818 
Yes 67 81 71 84 

Absolutely certain     42     62     43     NA 
Fairly certain     19     12     20     NA 
Not certain     5     5     7     NA 
Don’t know    1      *     1     NA 
Refused    1      *     *     NA 

No 27 16 23 12 
Don’t know (VOL.)  5 3 6 4 
Refused (VOL.) * * 1 1 

 

REGISTERED VOTER TRENDS FOR COMPARISON15: 
 

 
Oct  

2014 
Oct 

2012 
Sep 

2010 
Jul 

200816 
Yes 80 91 81 94 

Absolutely certain     53     77     51     NA 
Fairly certain     20     10     22     NA 
Not certain     5     4     7     NA 
Don’t know     1     *     *     NA 
Refused     1     *     *     NA 

No 16 6 11 3 
Don’t know (VOL.)  4 3 7 3 
Refused (VOL.) * 0 * 0 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
17 Oct 2014 and Sep 2010 show interest in midterm elections. Oct 2012 and Jul 2008 show interest in a presidential election. All trends in 

this series are considered trends for comparison because they reference different elections.  

18 PLANTO2 was not asked in Jul 2008. 



53 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER 2016 NATIONAL SURVEY OF LATINOS 

www.pewresearch.org 

PLANTO1/PLANTO2 COMBO TABLE CONTINUED… 
 
GENERAL POPULATION COMPARISON19: 
 

 
Aug 
2016 

Yes 96 
Absolutely certain    86 
Fairly certain    8 
Not certain    1 
Don’t know/Refused    * 

No 3 
Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)  1 

 
ASK IF NOT PLANNING TO VOTE (PLANTO1 = 2)  
14.  What is the main reason why you are not planning to vote in the election this November? 
  (DO NOT READ LIST. ACCEPT ONLY ONE ANSWER) 
 
BASED ON U.S. BORN OR U.S. CITIZEN NOT PLANNING TO VOTE: 
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

10 Not eligible to vote 10 - - 
16 Not registered to vote 12 - - 
22 Not interested, feel vote won’t make a difference  26 - - 
4 Too busy, conflicting work or schedule 4 - - 
* Transportation problems * - - 

33 Don’t like candidate or issues 34 - - 
0 Won’t have time to vote 0 - - 
14 Other (SPECIFY) 12 - - 
1 Don’t know (VOL.)  1 - - 
1 Refused (VOL.) 1 - - 

n=128  n=101 n=27 n=55 
 
ASK IF PLANTO1=1 
FIRST. Will the election this November be the FIRST time that you have voted, or have you voted before?  
 
BASED ON THOSE PLANNING TO VOTE: 
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

29 First time voting 29 30 24 
70 Voted before 71 70 76 
* Don’t know (VOL.) * 0 0 
* Refused (VOL.) * 0 * 

n=876  n=564 n=312 n=741 
 
ASK ALL 
(INSERT “Hispanics” IF Q.2=1, INSERT “Latinos” IF Q.2=2, 3, D, R) 
 15. In the United States in the past year have you talked about Donald Trump’s views of (HISPANICS/LATINOS) or 

other groups with family, friends or coworkers, or not? 
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

70 Yes 72 69 75 
29 No 27 31 25 
* Don’t know (VOL.) * * * 
* Refused (VOL.) * * 0 

 
 

                                                
19 General population comparison based on registered voters. PLANTO1 was worded “Thinking ahead to November, do you yourself plan to 

vote in the election this November, or not?”  



54 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER 2016 NATIONAL SURVEY OF LATINOS 

www.pewresearch.org 

ASK ALL 
(INSERT “Hispanics” IF Q.2=1, INSERT “Latinos” IF Q.2=2, 3, D, R)  
(ROTATE ITEMS 1 AND 2) 
16.  Which party do you think has more concern for (HISPANICS/LATINOS) – (READ LIST), or is there no difference?  
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

51 The Democratic Party  50 51 54 
9 The Republican Party  11 7 11 

30 No difference  32 28 28 
9 Don’t know (VOL.)  6 12 5 
1 Refused (VOL.) 1 2 1 

 
TRENDS: 
 

 
Nov 
2015 

Oct 
2014 

Oct  
2012 

Dec 
2011 

Sep 
2010 

Jul 
2008 

Nov 
2007 

Jul 
2006 

Jun 
2004 

Jun 
2002 

The Democratic Party 48 43 55 37 37 49 34 37 34 35 
The Republican Party 11 12 9 9 7 7 8 9 9 9 
No difference  26 35 28 39 47 37 43 37 46 46 
Don’t know (VOL.)  13 9 8 14 8 5 14 15 9 10 
Refused (VOL.) 1 * * 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 

 
REGISTERED VOTER TRENDS: 
 

 
Nov 
2015 

Oct 
2014 

Oct  
2012 

Dec 
2011 

Sep 
2010 

Jul 
2008 

Nov 
2007 

Jul 
2006 

Jun 
2004 

Jun 
2002 

The Democratic Party 59 50 61 45 47 55 44 46 43 45 
The Republican Party 12 10 10 12 6 6 8 8 11 10 
No difference  22 35 23 33 42 35 42 35 42 40 
Don’t know (VOL.)  7 5 5 10 4 4 6 10 4 5 
Refused (VOL.) 1 * 1 1 1 * 1 1 * * 

 
ASK IF Q.9 = 1 OR Q.4 = 1, 2 OR Q.5 = 24- BORN IN U.S. OR A CITIZEN OF U.S.  

19.  Are you confident that you have the identification you might need to be allowed to vote in your state, or not?  
 
BASED ON U.S. BORN OR U.S. CITIZEN  
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

94 Yes 93 95 97 
4 No 4 2 2 
* Do not need any identification to  

   vote (VOL.) 
* * * 

1 Do not plan to vote (VOL.) 1 * 1 
1 Don’t know (VOL.)  1 1 * 
* Refused (VOL.) * * * 

n=1,039  n=689 n=350 n=804 
 
TREND: 
 

 
Oct 

2012 
Yes 93 
No 6 
Do not need any identification to vote (VOL.) * 
Do not plan to vote (VOL.) * 
Don’t know (VOL.)  * 
Refused (VOL.) * 
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QUESTION 19 CONTINUED… 
 
REGISTERED VOTER TREND: 
 

 
Oct 

2012 
Yes 97 
No 3 
Do not need any identification to vote (VOL.) * 
Do not plan to vote (VOL.) * 
Don’t know (VOL.)  * 
Refused (VOL.) * 
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ISSUES 
READ: Thinking about some issues… 
 
ASK ALL 
20.  In making your decision about who to vote for in the 2016 presidential election, will the issue of (INSERT ITEM; 

RANDOMIZE) be very important, somewhat important, not too important, or not at all important? How about 
(NEXT ITEM)? (IF NECESSARY: How important will the issue of (ITEM) be to you in making your decision about 
who to vote for in the 2016 presidential election?)  

 
  (INTERVIEWER: PLEASE RE-READ RESPONSE OPTIONS AS NECESSARY TO REMIND RESPONDENTS OF 

OPTIONS. IF RESPONDENT VOICES THEIR SUPPORT OR OPPOSITION TO AN ISSUE, CLARIFY: “this 
question is not about your position on each issue, just how important each issue will be to your vote.”)   

 
 a. Education  
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

87 Very important 81 92 83 
9 Somewhat important  13 6 13 
2 Not too important 4 * 2 
1 Not at all important 2 1 1 
* Don’t know (VOL.) * * * 
* Refused (VOL.) * 1 * 

 
 b. The economy  
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

81 Very important 78 83 80 
15 Somewhat important  18 13 16 
2 Not too important 2 1 2 
1 Not at all important 1 1 1 
1 Don’t know (VOL.) * 1 * 
1 Refused (VOL.) * 1 * 

 
 c. Health care  
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

80 Very important 75 84 78 
14 Somewhat important  18 11 16 
2 Not too important 3 2 3 
2 Not at all important 3 2 2 
1 Don’t know (VOL.) * 1 * 
1 Refused (VOL.) * 1 * 

 
 d. Immigration   
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

72 Very important 66 77 70 
19 Somewhat important  22 16 21 
4 Not too important 6 3 5 
3 Not at all important 5 2 3 
1 Don’t know (VOL.) * 1 * 
1 Refused (VOL.) 1 1 1 
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QUESTION 20 CONTINUED…  
 
 e. Terrorism   
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

71 Very important 70 72 73 
16 Somewhat important  16 16 15 
6 Not too important 8 4 7 
5 Not at all important 5 6 3 
2 Don’t know (VOL.) 2 2 1 
1 Refused (VOL.) 1 1 * 

 
 f. How Hispanics in the U.S. are treated   
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

71 Very important 66 76 69 
18 Somewhat important  20 15 19 
6 Not too important 7 5 7 
3 Not at all important 4 2 4 
2 Don’t know (VOL.) 2 1 1 
1 Refused (VOL.) 1 * 1 

 
 g. Gun policy   
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

59 Very important 58 60 61 
22 Somewhat important  26 19 25 
9 Not too important 10 8 7 
6 Not at all important 4 7 4 
3 Don’t know (VOL.) 1 4 1 
1 Refused (VOL.) 1 1 1 
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DEMOGRAPHICS  
READ: Finally, I’d like to ask you a few questions for statistical purposes only… 
 
ASK ALL 
PARTY.  In politics today, do you consider yourself a Republican, Democrat, or Independent? 
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

11 Republican  14 8 16 
38 Democrat 39 37 45 
39 Independent  39 40 35 
7 No preference (VOL.)  5 8 3 
1 Other party (VOL.)  1 * 1 
3 Don’t know (VOL.)  1 4 1 
2 Refused (VOL.) 1 2 * 

 
 
 
ASK IF INDEPENDENT/NO PARTY AFFILIATION GIVEN IN PARTY (PARTY = 3, 4, 5, D, R) 
PARTYLN.  As of today do you lean more to the Republican Party or more to the Democratic Party?  
 
BASED ON INDEPENDENT/NO PARTY AFFILIATION GIVEN IN PARTY:  
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

18 Republican Party  24 13 20 
43 Democratic Party  45 42 49 
29 Don’t know (VOL.)  22 35 22 
10 Refused (VOL.) 9 11 8 

n=720  n=294 n=426 n=291 
 
PARTY/PARTYLN COMBO TABLE, BASED ON TOTAL:  
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

20 Republican/Lean Rep. 25 15 24 
60 Democrat/Lean Dem. 60 60 64 
20 Other/Don’t know/Refused21  15 25 12 

 
TRENDS: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

TRENDS FOR COMPARISON21:  
 

 
 
 

                                                
20 This category includes respondents who identified their PARTY as “Independent,” “No preference  (VOL.),” “Other party (VOL.),” “Don’t know 

(VOL.)” or “Refused (VOL.)” and answered “Don’t know (VOL.)” or “Refused (VOL.)” in PARTYLN.  
21 This table is a composite of two questions that read “In politics today, do you consider yourself a Republican, a Democrat, an Independent, 

or something else?” and “Do you consider yourself closer to the Republican Party or the Democratic Party?” 

 
Nov 
2015 

Oct 
2014  

 
  

Republican/Lean Rep. 21 25     
Democrat/Lean Dem. 56 58     
Other/Don’t know/Refused20 24 17     

 
Jul 

2013 
Oct 

2012 
Dec 
2011 

Sep  
2010 

Sep  
2009 

Nov 
2008 

Jul  
2008 

Nov 
2007 

 

Republican/Lean Rep. 21 18 19 22 19 19 22 18  
Democrat/Lean Dem. 56 66 60 54 53 61 61 46  
Other/Don’t know/Refused21 22 16 21 24 28 20 18 35  
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ASK ALL 
IDEO. In general, would you describe your political views as... (READ) 
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

32 Conservative (NET) 30 34 32 
   6    Very conservative     6    7    8 

   26    Conservative    24    27    24 
31 Moderate 33 29 36 
29 Liberal (NET) 32 27 28 

   20    Liberal     21    19    19 
   10    Very liberal     11    8    8 

6 Don’t know (VOL.)  4 8 4 
1 Refused (VOL.) 1 1 1 

 
TRENDS: 
 

 

Dec 
2011 

Sep 
2010 

Conservative (NET) 32 32 
   Very conservative     7    5 
   Conservative    25    27 
Moderate 31 31 
Liberal (NET) 30 27 
   Liberal     21    19 
   Very liberal     9    7 
Don’t know (VOL.)  5 8 
Refused (VOL.) 2 2 

 
ASK ALL 
EMPLOY2.   Are you now employed full-time, part-time, retired or are you not employed for pay?  
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

47 Employed full-time 46 48 49 
17 Employed part-time 20 14 17 
12 Retired 12 12 16 
17 Not employed for pay 14 19 13 
2 Have own business/self-employed (VOL.) 2 3 2 
2 Disabled (VOL.) 2 2 2 
1 Student (VOL.) 1 1 1 
1 Other (VOL.) 2 1 1 
0 Don’t know (VOL.)  0 0 0 
1 Refused (VOL.) 1 * * 

 
ASK ALL 
PARENT.   Are you the parent or guardian of any children under 18 now living in your household? 
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

40 Yes 30 49 33 
59 No 69 51 67 
* Don’t know (VOL.)  * 0 * 
* Refused (VOL.) 1 * 0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ASK ALL 
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MARITAL.   Are you currently married, do you have a partner, are you widowed, divorced, or separated, or have you never been 
married? [IF RESPONDENT SAYS “SINGLE,” PROBE TO DETERMINE WHICH CATEGORY IS APPROPRIATE]  

 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

42 Married 32 52 40 
9 Living with a partner (includes  

   common law marriage)  
9 9 9 

4 Widowed 4 5 4 
7 Divorced 8 7 10 
6 Separated 4 7 5 

30 Never been married 43 19 32 
* Don’t know (VOL.)  1 * * 
* Refused (VOL.) 1 * * 

 
ASK ALL 
42.   Do you own or rent your home?  
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

35 Own 38 33 47 
57 Rent 52 62 47 
6 Other arrangement (VOL.) 9 4 5 
* Don’t know (VOL.)  * 1 * 
1 Refused (VOL.) 1 * * 

 
ASK ALL 
EDUC. What is the highest level of school you have completed or the highest degree you have received?  
 
  [INTERVIEWER NOTE: Enter code 3-HS grad if R completed training that did NOT count toward a degree]  
  [INTERVIEWER NOTE: Enter code 3-HS graduate if R completed vocational, business, technical, or training 

courses after high school that did NOT count toward an associate degree from a college, community college or 
university (e.g., training for a certificate or an apprenticeship)] 

 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

19 Less than high school (Grades 1-8 or no formal schooling) 4 33 9 
12 High school incomplete (Grades 9-11 or Grade 12 with NO diploma) 9 16 8 
28 High school graduate (Grade 12 with diploma or GED certificate) 28 27 25 
17 Some college, no degree (includes some community college) 25 9 24 
9 Two-year associate’s degree from a college or university 12 6 13 
9 Four-year college or university degree/Bachelor’s degree (e.g., BS,  

   BA, AB) 
13 5 13 

1 Some postgraduate or professional schooling, no postgraduate  
   degree 

1 1 1 

4 Postgraduate or professional degree, including master’s, doctorate, medical 
or law degree (e.g., MA, MS, PhD, MD, JD) 

6 2 6 

1 Don’t know (VOL.)  1 1 1 
1 Refused (VOL.) 1 * * 
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ASK IF BORN IN U.S. OR CITIZEN OF U.S. (Q.9 = 1 OR Q.4 = 1, 2 OR Q.5 = 24)  
REG. Which of these statements best describes you? (READ IN ORDER) 
 
  [INSTRUCTION: BE SURE TO CLARIFY WHETHER RESPONDENT IS ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN THEY ARE 

REGISTERED OR ONLY PROBABLY REGISTERED; IF RESPONDENT VOLUNTEERS THAT THEY ARE IN 
NORTH DAKOTA AND DON’T HAVE TO REGISTER, PUNCH 1)  

 
BASED ON U.S. BORN OR U.S. CITIZEN: 
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

74 Are you ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN that you are registered to vote 
at your current address 

75 70 100 

7 Are you PROBABLY registered, but there is a chance your 
registration has lapsed OR 

6 9 NA 

16 Are you NOT registered to vote at your current address 15 18 NA 
1 Was in prison/Not eligible to vote (VOL.)  2 * NA 
2 Don’t know (VOL.)  2 2 NA 
1 Refused (VOL.) 1 1 NA 

n=1,039  n=689 n=350 n=804 

 
ASK ALL 
RELIG. What is your present religion, if any?  Are you Protestant, Roman Catholic, Mormon, Orthodox such as Greek or 

Russian Orthodox, Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu, atheist, agnostic, something else, or nothing in particular?   
  (DO NOT READ DENOMINATIONS/OTHER MATERIAL IN PARENTHESES) 
 
  (INTERVIEWER: IF R VOLUNTEERS “nothing in particular, none, no religion, etc.” BEFORE  REACHING END 

OF LIST, PROMPT WITH: and would you say that’s atheist, agnostic, or just nothing in particular?)  
 

     

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

11 Protestant (Baptist, Methodist, Non-denominational, Lutheran, 
Presbyterian, Pentecostal, Episcopalian, Reformed, Church of 
Christ, Jehovah’s Witness, etc.) 

12 11 12 

54 Roman Catholic (Catholic) 41 65 49 
1 Mormon (Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter-day Saints/LDS) 2 1 2 
* Orthodox (Greek, Russian, or some other orthodox church) * * * 
* Jewish (Judaism) * * * 
* Muslim (Islam) 1 0 1 
* Buddhist 1 * 1 
* Hindu * 0 * 
2 Atheist (do not believe in God) 4 1 2 
3 Agnostic (not sure if there is a God) 6 1 4 
2 Something else (SPECIFY) 3 1 3 
11 Nothing in particular 14 9 11 
11 Christian (VOL.)  14 8 12 
0 Unitarian (Universalist) (VOL.) 0 0 0 
1 Don’t know (VOL.)  1 1 2 
1 Refused (VOL.) 2 1 1 
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ASK IF RELIG = 11, DK, R 
CHR. Do you think of yourself as a Christian or not? [IF RESPONDENT NAMED A NON-CHRISTIAN RELIGION IN 

PREVIOUS QUESTION (e.g. Native American, Wiccan, Pagan, etc.), DO NOT READ (ENTER "NO" CODE 2)]  
 
BASED ON ANSWERED SOMETHING ELSE/DON’T KNOW/REFUSED TO RELIG: 

     

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

51 Yes 44 64 47 
45 No 55 30 52 
1 Don’t know (VOL.)  0 2 2 
3 Refused (VOL.) 1 5 0 

n=114  n=65 n=49 n=61 
 
ASK IF RELIG = 1-4 OR 13 OR CHR = 1 
BORN. Would you describe yourself as a “born-again” or evangelical Christian, or not? 
 
BASED ON CHRISTIAN: 

     

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

34 Yes, would 29 37 30 
60 No, would not 64 57 67 
5 Don’t know (VOL.)  5 5 3 
1 Refused (VOL.) 1 1 1 

n=1,227  n=518 n=709 n=638 
 
ASK ALL 
ATTEND. Aside from weddings and funerals, how often do you attend religious services – more than once a week, once a week, 

once or twice a month, a few times a year, seldom, or never? 
 

     

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

84 Ever (NET) 79 89 84 
10 More than once a week 9 11 11 
22 Once a week 18 25 21 
18 Once or twice a month 15 20 18 
20 A few times a year 21 20 21 
15 Seldom 17 13 14 

14 Never 20 9 15 
* Don’t know (VOL.)  * * * 
1 Refused (VOL.) 1 1 * 

 
ASK ALL 
AGE. What is your age? 
 
[ASK IF AGE = Refused] 
AGE2. Would you say you are…? (READ LIST. ENTER ONE ONLY) 
 
AGE/AGE2 COMBO TABLE, BASED ON TOTAL: 
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

42 18 to 35 54 31 43 
32 36 to 51 25 38 29 
20 52 to 70 14 25 21 
6 71 or older  5 6 7 
1 Refused (VOL.)  1 * * 
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ASK ALL 
INCOME. Last year, that is in 2015, what was your total family income from all sources, before taxes? Just stop me when I get 

to the right category. (READ LIST) 
 

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

12 Less than $10,000 13 12 10 
13 10 to under $20,000 9 17 8 
15 20 to under $30,000 11 19 12 
11 30 to under $40,000 11 11 11 
8 40 to under $50,000 8 8 11 
9 50 to under $75,000 11 8 12 
5 75 to under $100,000 7 4 8 
5 100 to under $150,000 [OR] 7 3 7 
4 $150,000 or more 7 1 7 

10 Don’t know (VOL.)  9 11 6 
7 Refused (VOL.) 7 7 7 

 
ASK IF Q9 = 2 
Q43. Earlier you said you are not a citizen of the U.S. Do you have a green card or have you been approved for one?  
 
 (INTERVIEWER NOTE: If necessary for clarification, state that you are inquiring as to whether they are a ‘legal 

permanent resident’, or have been approved for ‘legal permanent residency’). 
 
BASED ON NOT CITIZEN OF U.S.: 

     

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign 
Born 

Registered 
Voters 

47 Yes NA 47 NA 
48 No NA 48 NA 
2 Don’t know (VOL.)  NA 2 NA 
3 Refused (VOL.) NA 3 NA 

n=464   n=464  
 
TREND: 

        

 
Nov 
2015 

Oct  
2014 

Oct 
2012 

Dec  
2011 

Sep 
2010 

Jul 
2008 

Nov 
2007 

Yes 47 43 49 60 52 47 49 
No 51 55 49 37 42 45 43 
Don’t know (VOL.)  1 * 1 1 2 1 1 
Refused (VOL.) 1 2 1 3 4 6 7 
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TOPLINE II 
 

August 23 - September 21, 2016 
Total N=1,507 Hispanic adults 

 
Note: This topline includes Puerto Ricans as native born. All numbers are percentages. The percentages 
greater than zero but less than 0.5% are replaced by an asterisk (*). Columns may not total 100% due to 
rounding. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
QUESTIONS 2-11, 13-16, 19-20, 42-43 AND SELECT DEMOGRAPHIC QUESTIONS IN TOPLINE I 
 
QUESTIONS 26-29 IN TOPLINE III  
 
NO QUESTIONS 12, 17-18, 21-24, 30-31 
 
SCREENING QUESTIONS IN TOPLINE I 
 
ASK ALL 
25.  I'm going to read you a pair of statements. Tell me whether the FIRST statement or the SECOND statement comes 

closer to your own views — even if neither is exactly right. 
 

    ---Among U.S. Born--- 
 

Total 
 Foreign Born 

U.S.  
Born  

2nd  
Gen  

3rd Gen  
or Higher  

77 Most people who want to get ahead can make  
   it if they're willing to work hard 

82 72 74 72 

21 Hard work and determination are no guarantee  
   of success for most people 

16 26 26 26 

2 Neither/both equally (VOL.) 2 1 * 1 
* Don’t know (VOL.) * * NA 1 
* Refused (VOL.) * NA NA NA 

 
TRENDS: 

 

 

Dec 
2011 

Sep 
200922 

Most people who want to get ahead can make  
   it if they're willing to work hard 

75 85 

Hard work and determination are no guarantee  
   of success for most people 

21 13 

Neither/both equally (VOL.) 2 2 
Don't know (VOL.) 1 * 
Refused (VOL.) * * 

 

                                                
22 In September 2009, the survey included some respondents under the age of 18. Results reported here, and throughout this topline, 

exclude respondents under age 18. 

 
Sample size 

Margin of error at 95% 
confidence level 

Total Hispanic respondents 1,507 +/-3.3% points 

Foreign Born (excluding Puerto Rico) 818 +/-4.3% points 

U.S. Born (including Puerto Rico) 689 +/-4.9% points 

2nd Generation 300 +/-7.5% points 

3rd Generation or higher 373 +/-6.7% points 
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QUESTION 25 CONTINUED… 
 
GENERAL POPULATION COMPARISON: 
 

 
Mar 
2016 

Most people who want to get ahead can make  
   it if they're willing to work hard 62 
Hard work and determination are no guarantee  
   of success for most people 36 
Both/ Neither (VOL.)/ Don’t know/ Refused  2 

 
LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY 

READ: On another topic… 
 
(Rotate in blocks LAN1-LAN2, LAN3-LAN4) 
 
ASK ALL 
LAN1. Would you say you can carry on a conversation in Spanish, both understanding and speaking -- very well, pretty well, 

just a little, or not at all? 
    ---Among U.S. Born--- 
 

Total 
 

Foreign 
Born 

U.S.  
Born  

2nd  
Gen  

3rd Gen  
or Higher  

76 Very/pretty well (NET) 90 61 77 49 
53    Very well 64 40 50 32 
24    Pretty well 26 21 27 17 

15 Just a little 7 23 16 30 
8 Not at all 2 15 7 22 
* Don’t know 1 0 0 0 
* Refused * 0 0 0 

 
TREND 

 
Nov 
2015 

Oct 
2014 

Jul 
2013 

Oct 
2012 

Dec 
2011 

Sep 
2010 

Sep 
2009 

Very/pretty well (NET) 80 79 79 80 82 80 79 
   Very well    53    51   52    54   54    55    53 
   Pretty well    27    29   27    26   28    25    26 
Just a little 15 15 16 15 13 13 15 
Not at all 4 5 5 5 5 6 5 
Don’t know (VOL.)  * * * * 0 * * 
Refused (VOL.) * * NA 0 * * * 

 
LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY 

READ: On another topic… 
 
(Rotate in blocks LAN1-LAN2, LAN3-LAN4) 
 
ASK ALL 
LAN2. Would you say you can read a newspaper or book in Spanish -- very well, pretty well, just a little, or not at all? 

    ---Among U.S. Born--- 
 

Total 
 

Foreign 
Born 

U.S.  
Born  

2nd  
Gen  

3rd Gen  
or Higher  

71 Very/pretty well (NET) 87 54 71 40 
47    Very well 62 32 40 25 
24    Pretty well 25 22 30 15 

17 Just a little 11 24 16 30 
12 Not at all 2 23 13 30 
* Don’t know * * * 0 
* Refused * 0 0 0 
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LAN2 CONTINUED... 
 
TREND 

 
Nov 
2015 

Oct 
2014 

Jul 
2013 

Oct 
2012 

Dec 
2011 

Sep 
2010 

Sep 
2009 

Very/pretty well (NET) 73 73 74 74 78 73 74 
   Very well    50    48   49    47    52    48    50 
   Pretty well    23    25   25    27    27    25    24 
Just a little 18 18 17 15 13 16 15 
Not at all 9 9 9 11 9 11 9 
Don’t know (VOL.)  * * * * * 0 0 
Refused (VOL.) * * NA * * 1 1 

 
ASK ALL 
LAN3. Would you say you can carry on a conversation in English, both understanding and speaking -- very well, pretty well, 

just a little, or not at all? 
    ---Among U.S. Born--- 
 

Total 
 

Foreign 
Born 

U.S.  
Born  

2nd  
Gen  

3rd Gen  
or Higher  

64 Very/pretty well (NET) 38 93 93 94 
56    Very well 27 86 84 88 
9    Pretty well 10 7 10 6 

26 Just a little 45 5 6 4 
9 Not at all 16 1 1 1 
1 Don’t know 1 * 0 * 
* Refused * 0 0 0 

 
TREND 

 
Nov 
2015 

Oct 
2014 

Jul 
2013 

Oct 
2012 

Dec 
2011 

Sep 
2010 

Sep 
2009 

Very/pretty well (NET) 65 63 60 64 61 59 61 
   Very well    52    50   47    52    48    47    49 
   Pretty well    13    13   13    12    13    12    12 
Just a little 27 28 30 26 31 29 26 
Not at all 8 9 10 9 8 12 12 
Don’t know (VOL.)  0 * * * 0 * * 
Refused (VOL.) * * NA * * 1 * 

 
ASK ALL 
LAN4. Would you say you can read a newspaper or book in English -- very well, pretty well, just a little, or not at all? 

    ---Among U.S. Born--- 
 

Total 
 

Foreign 
Born 

U.S.  
Born  

2nd  
Gen  

3rd Gen  
or Higher  

63 Very/pretty well (NET) 37 92 93 93 
54    Very well 27 85 82 88 
9    Pretty well 10 7 10 5 

24 Just a little 40 5 5 5 
12 Not at all 22 2 2 2 
* Don’t know * 1 * * 
* Refused 1 0 0 0 

 
TREND 

 
Nov 
2015 

Oct 
2014 

Jul 
2013 

Oct 
2012 

Dec 
2011 

Sep 
2010 

Sep 
2009 

Very/pretty well (NET) 65 62 62 64 60 58 61 
   Very well    54      50   49    53    49    48    51 
   Pretty well    10      12   12    11    11    10    11 
Just a little 24 26 27 24 30 29 24 
Not at all 11 12 11 12 10 12 14 
Don’t know (VOL.)  * * * * 0 * * 
Refused (VOL.) * * NA * * * * 
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ASK ALL 
32.  Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: In order to get ahead in life these days, it’s necessary to get a 

college education. 
 

    ---Among U.S. Born--- 
 

Total 
 

Foreign 
 Born 

U.S.  
Born  

2nd  
Gen  

3rd Gen  
or Higher  

76 Agree 83 68 69 68 
23 Disagree 15 30 31 31 
1 Don’t know (VOL.) 2 1 * * 
1 Refused (VOL.) 1 * NA 1 

 
TRENDS: 
 

 
Sep 

2009 
Agree 88 
Disagree 11 
Don’t know (VOL.) 1 
Refused (VOL.) * 

 

ASK ALL 
33.  Compared to your parents when they were the age you are now, do you think your own standard of living now is 

much better, somewhat better, about the same, somewhat worse, or much worse than theirs was? 
 

    ---Among U.S. Born--- 
 

Total  
Foreign 

Born 
U.S.  
Born  

2nd  
Gen  

3rd Gen 
or Higher 

75 Much/Somewhat better (NET) 80 70 75 66 
   53 Much better    59    46    54    42 
   22 Somewhat better    21    23    21    25 
12 About the same 10 15 13 15 
12 Much/Somewhat Worse (NET) 9 15 11 18 

    6 Somewhat worse    4    9    7    11 
    5 Much worse    5    6    5    7 

1 Don’t know (VOL.) 1 * * * 
* Refused (VOL.) 1 * NA * 

 
TREND: 
 

 
Dec 
2011 

Much/Somewhat better (NET) 67 
Much better    35 
Somewhat better    32 

About the same 17 
Much/Somewhat Worse (NET) 14 

Somewhat worse    8 
Much worse    6 

Don’t know (VOL.) 1 
Refused  (VOL.) 1 
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QUESTION 33 CONTINUED… 
 
GENERAL POPULATION COMPARISON: 
 

 
June 
 2016 

Much/Somewhat better (NET) 56 
   Much better    33 
   Somewhat better    23 
About the same 24 
Much/Somewhat Worse (NET) 17 
   Somewhat worse    10 
   Much worse     7 
Don’t know / Refused (VOL.) 2 

 
ASK ALL 
34.  When your children are at the age you are now, do you think their standard of living will be much better, somewhat 

better, about the same, somewhat worse, or much worse than yours is now? 
 

    ---Among U.S. Born--- 
 

Total  
Foreign 

Born 
U.S.  
Born  

2nd  
Gen  

3rd Gen  
or higher  

72 Much/Somewhat Better (NET) 79 64 71 60 
   49 Much better    56    42    47    38 
   23 Somewhat better    23    23    23    22 
10 About the same 8 13 12 13 
13 Much/Somewhat Worse (NET) 9 18 14 21 
   7 Somewhat worse    5    10    7    12 
   6 Much Worse    4    7    6    9 
2 No children (VOL.) 2 3 * 5 
2 Don’t know (VOL.) 2 2 3 1 
* Refused (VOL.) * * NA * 

 
TREND: 
 

 
Dec 
2011 

Much/Somewhat Better (NET) 66 
Much better    40 
Somewhat better    26 

About the same 12 
Much/Somewhat Worse (NET) 17 

Somewhat worse    10 
Much worse    7 

No children (VOL.) 1 
Don’t know (VOL.) 3 
Refused (VOL.) 1 

 
GENERAL POPULATION COMPARISON: 
 

 
June 
 2016 

Much/Somewhat better (NET) 46 
   Much better    27 
   Somewhat better    20 
About the same 19 
Much/Somewhat Worse (NET) 24 
   Somewhat worse    13 
   Much worse    10 
Don’t know / Refused (VOL.) 10 
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ASK ALL  
35.  Here are some goals that people value in their lives. Please tell me how important each is to you personally. First 

(INSERT FIRST ITEM), is that extremely important, very important, somewhat important, or not important in 
your life?  
How about (INSERT NEXT ITEM)?  

 
  [REPEAT AS NECESSARY “Is that extremely important, very important, somewhat important, or not important?”]  
 
  [IF RESPONDENT SAYS “IMPORTANT” PROBE: “To clarify, would that be extremely important OR very 

important OR somewhat important, OR not important.”] 
 

a. Being successful in a high-paying career or profession  

    ---Among U.S. Born--- 

 
Total  

Foreign 
Born 

U.S.  
Born  

2nd  
Gen 

3rd Gen  
or Higher  

22 Extremely important 22 22 24 21 
50 Very important 59 41 42 38 
22 Somewhat important 16 29 27 31 
5 Not important 2 7 7 8 
* Don’t know (VOL.) 1 NA NA NA 
* Refused (VOL.) * 1 NA 1 

 

b. Having a successful marriage  

    ---Among U.S. Born--- 

 
Total  

Foreign 
Born 

U.S. 
Born  

2nd  
Gen 

3rd Gen  
or Higher 

30 Extremely important 25 37 39 36 
50 Very important 59 41 42 39 
11 Somewhat important 11 12 11 13 
7 Not important 5 9 8 10 
* Don’t know (VOL.) * 1 * 1 
1 Refused (VOL.) 1 1 NA 1 

 

c. Living a very religious life  

    ---Among U.S. Born--- 

 
Total  

Foreign 
Born 

U.S.  
Born  

2nd  
Gen 

3rd Gen  
or Higher 

13 Extremely important 11 14 11 17 
39 Very important 47 30 29 31 
30 Somewhat important 30 29 33 27 
19 Not important 11 26 27 25 
* Don’t know (VOL.) * * * * 
* Refused (VOL.) * * NA * 

 

d. Being a good parent  

    ---Among U.S. Born--- 

 
Total  

Foreign 
Born 

U.S.  
Born  

2nd  
Gen 

3rd Gen  
or Higher 

51 Extremely important 45 58 61 56 
45 Very important 53 37 34 38 
2 Somewhat important 1 2 2 2 
1 Not important 1 2 2 2 
1 Don’t know (VOL.) * 1 1 1 
* Refused (VOL.) * * NA 1 
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QUESTION 35 CONTINUED… 
 

e. Owning your own home  

    ---Among U.S. Born--- 

 
Total  

Foreign 
Born 

U.S.  
Born  

2nd  
Gen 

3rd Gen  
or Higher 

33 Extremely important 30 36 39 35 
48 Very important 57 38 35 39 
15 Somewhat important 9 20 22 20 
4 Not important 3 5 4 6 
* Don’t know (VOL.) * * NA * 
* Refused (VOL.) * * NA 1 

 

f. Having the resources to provide for your family 

    ---Among U.S. Born--- 

 
Total  

Foreign 
Born 

U.S.  
Born  

2nd  
Gen 

3rd Gen  
or Higher 

49 Extremely important 42 56 63 52 
47 Very important 54 40 35 43 
3 Somewhat important 2 3 2 3 
1 Not important 1 1 NA 1 
* Don’t know (VOL.) * NA NA NA 
* Refused (VOL.) 1 * NA 1 

 
TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:23 

 

  

One of  
the most 

important 
things 

Very 
important 

but not one 
of the most 
important 

things  
Somewhat 
important 

Not 
important 

Don’t 
know 

(VOL.) 
Refused 
(VOL.) 

a. 
Being successful in a high-paying 
career or profession 

      

 Oct 2012 32 46 17 4 1 * 
b. Having a successful marriage       

 Oct 2012 39 43 10 7 1 * 
c. Living a very religious life        
 Oct 2012 23 37 27 12 * * 
d. Being a good parent        
 Oct 2012 58 36 3 2 * * 
g. Owning your own home24       

 Oct 2012 33 48 13 5 * * 

 
  

                                                
23 In October 2012, question wording was: “Here are some goals that people value in their lives. Please tell me how important each is to you 

personally. First (INSERT FIRST ITEM; RANDOMIZE), is that one of the most important things in your life, or very important but not one of the 

most important things, or somewhat important, or not important?  
24 In 2012, no questions asked about “Having resources to provide for your family”. 
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QUESTION 35 CONTINUED… 

 
GENERAL POPULATION COMPARISON:25 
 

  

One of  
the most 

important 
things 

Very 
important 

but not one 
of the most 
important 

things 
Somewhat 
important 

Not 
important 

Don’t 
know/ 

Refused  
(VOL.) 

a. 
Being successful in a high-paying 
career or profession      

 June 2017 17 34 29 17 2 

c. Living a very religious life      

 June 2017 27 26 20 25 2 

d. Being a good parent      

 June 2017 66 23 2 6 3 
 
ASK ALL 
36.  How much, if at all, do you worry about (INSERT FIRST)? Would you say that you worry a lot, some, not much, or 

not at all?  How about (INSERT NEXT)?  
  (READ IF NECESSARY: would you say you worry [READ RESPONSE OPTIONS]) 
 
 a. Your finances 
 

    ---Among U.S. Born--- 

 
Total  

Foreign 
Born 

U.S.  
Born  

2nd  
Gen 

3rd Gen  
or Higher 

84 A lot/Some (NET) 86 82 87 78 
   60    A lot    67    52    59    47 
   25    Some    20    30    28    31 
15 Not much/ Not 13 17 12 21 

   10    Not much    10    11    7    14 
   5    Not at all    3    6    6    7 
* Doesn’t apply (VOL.) NA * NA * 
* Don’t know (VOL.) * * NA * 
1 Refused (VOL.) 1 1 1 1 

 
NO ITEM B 
 
 c. Providing for your family  
 

    ---Among U.S. Born--- 

 
Total  

Foreign 
Born 

U.S.  
Born  

2nd  
Gen 

3rd Gen  
or Higher 

87 A lot/Some (NET) 92 81 84 79 
   74    A lot    85    63    67    59 
   12    Some    7    18    17    20 
11 Not much/ Not at all (NET) 6 17 16 18 
   6    Not much    3    9    10    10 
   5    Not at all    3    7    6    8 
2 Doesn’t apply (VOL.) 2 1 * 3 
0 Don’t know (VOL.) 0 0 0 0 
* Refused (VOL.) * * * 1 

 
  

                                                
25 In 2017, no questions asked about “Having a successful marriage” and “Owning your own home”.  
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QUESTION 36 CONTINUED… 
 
 d. Fulfilling the goals your parents have for you 
 

    ---Among U.S. Born--- 

 
Total  

Foreign 
Born 

U.S.  
Born  

2nd  
Gen 

3rd Gen  
or Higher 

63 A lot/Some (NET) 74 52 59 48 
   44    A lot    55    33    41    27 
   19    Some    19    20    18    21 
31 Not Much/ Not at all (NET) 19 44 39 47 

   13    Not much    8    18    19    15 
   18    Not at all    11    26    20    32 

3 Doesn’t apply (VOL.) 4 2 1 3 
1 Don’t know (VOL.) 2 * * 1 
1 Refused (VOL.) 1 1 NA 1 

 
ASK ALL 
37.  In your opinion, would you say that you have achieved the American Dream, or not? 
 

    ---Among U.S. Born--- 

 
Total 

 
Foreign 

Born 
U.S.  
Born  

2nd  
Gen 

3rd Gen  
or Higher 

51 Yes, achieved American Dream 52 49 54 46 
46 No, have not achieved  

   American Dream 
44 47 43 50 

3 Don’t know (VOL.) 3 2 2 3 
1 Refused (VOL.) * 1 1 1 
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ASK IF ACHIEVED THE AMERICAN DREAM (Q.37=1)26 
37a.  In your own words, could you tell me … how have you achieved the American Dream?  
Us born ==1 
  [INTERVIEWER INSTRUCTION: RECORD VERBATIM RESPONSE; ALLOW MULTIPLE  
  RESPONSES, BUT DO NOT PROBE FOR ADDITIONAL MENTIONS] 
 

    ---Among U.S. Born--- 

 
Total  

Foreign 
Born 

U.S.  
Born  

2nd  
Gen 

3rd Gen  
or Higher 

26 Homeownership/Financial Stability (NET) 23 30 23 36 
    16    Homeownership    15    17     17     16 
    4    Having a car    3    4    3    5 
    11    Having money/Providing for family    9    13    7    18 
    2    Savings/Pensions/Retirement     2    3    1     4 
25 Work/Career (NET) 20 30 27 34 

    20    Working     18    22    17    26 
    3    Having a career    1    6     6     5 
    2    Owning a business     1    4     5     3 
17 Family/Marriage (NET) 11 23 19 25 

    4    Having children    2    6    5    7 
    5    Being married    2    9    9    8 
    11    Other family reasons    8    13    10    16 
22 Coming to the U.S../Living in the U.S.. 32 10 10 9 

    18    Coming to the U.S../Benefits of living    
      in U.S.  

    26     9    9    8 

    4    Obtaining legal status      6     1    1 * 
    1    Learning English      2 *    0    1 
24 Hard work/other personal qualities 27 20 22 19 
16 Education  10 23 22 24 
    7    College education      3     11     9     13 
    9    Other education      7     12     12     11 
34 Other (NET) 30 39 40 41 
    6    Children having successful life     7     4     2     7 
    5    Meeting goals/being successful      5     5     8     4 
    2    Religion/God/Miracles/Strike of good luck     1     3     2     4 
    9    Living well or happy/living better     9     9     12     7 
    0    Economic or political change  0 0 0 0 
    0    Can't achieve anymore/No time 0 0 0 0 
    13    Other     9     18     15     20 

2 Don’t know (VOL.) 2 3 3 2 
2 Refused (VOL.) 2 3 5 1 

n=853  n=395 n=458 n=172 n=213 
 

                                                
26 Multiple responses were allowed. As a result, the subtotals may not add and column total may exceed 100%. 
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ASK IF NOT ACHIEVED THE AMERICAN DREAM (Q.37=2)27 
37b.  In your own words, could you tell me … what would it take for you to achieve the American Dream?  
 
  [INTERVIEWER INSTRUCTION: RECORD VERBATIM RESPONSE; ALLOW MULTIPLE  
  RESPONSES, BUT DO NOT PROBE FOR ADDITIONAL MENTIONS] 

    ---Among U.S. Born--- 

 
Total  

Foreign 
Born 

U.S.  
Born  

2nd  
Gen 

3rd Gen  
or Higher 

31 Homeownership Financial Stability (NET) 27 35 31 39 
   10    Homeownership     11     9     11     9 
    *    Having a car     1     0     0     0 

    20    Having money/Providing for family    15    26     19     31 
    3    Savings/Pensions/Retirement      4     3     5     1 
25 Work/Career (NET) 26 23 25 22 

    12    Working      12     11     13     10 
    4    Having a career     5     2     2    2 
    3    Owning a business      4    1    1    2 

5 Family/ Marriage(NET) 5 5 7 4 
   0    Having children     0     0     0     0 
    2    Being married     2     2     1     2 
    3    Other family reasons     3     4     6     2 
11 Coming to the U.S./Living in the U.S. (NET) 21 1 * 1 

    1    Coming to the U.S./Benefits of living in U.S.      3     0     0     0 
    6    Obtaining legal status      12     *     *     0 
    4    Learning English      1     7     0     1 
8 Hard work/other personal qualities  7 9 17 4 
14 Education (NET) 11 17 15 17 

    5    College education      2     8     6    8 
    9    Other education      8     9     10    9 
32 Other (NET) 29 34 28 37 
    4    Children success      6     1     2     1 
    4    Meeting goals/being successful      4     3     4     3 
    2    Religion/God/Miracles     3     2     3     1 
    2    Living well or happy/living better     1     3     1     5 
    6    Economic or political change      5     7     2     10 
    3    Can't achieve anymore/No time     3     3     4     2 
    12    Other     9     15     13     15 

7 Don’t know (VOL.) 7 7 6 7 
4 Refused (VOL.) 3 5 4 6 

n=591  n=261 n=330 n=117 n=138 
 
ASK ALL 
38.  In your opinion, how easy is it to achieve the American Dream for people like you today? Do you think it is very easy, 

somewhat easy, somewhat hard or very hard? 
  

    ---Among U.S. Born--- 

 
Total  

Foreign 
Born 

U.S.  
Born  

2nd  
Gen 

3rd Gen  
or Higher 

24 Very/Somewhat easy (NET) 22 26 25 27 
   7    Very easy    7    8    7    9 

   16    Somewhat easy    15    18    18    19 
74 Very/Somewhat hard (NET) 75 72 73 71 

   46    Somewhat hard    46    46    43    49 
   28    Very hard     29    26    30    22 

2 Don’t know (VOL.) 3 1 2 1 
1 Refused (VOL.) 1 1 1 1 

 
 
 
 

                                                
27 Multiple responses were allowed. As a result, the subtotals may not add and column total may exceed 100%. 
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QUESTION 38 CONTINUED… 
 
TRENDS: 
 

 
Jan  

2017 
Very/Somewhat easy (NET) 25 
   Very easy    7 
   Somewhat easy    18 
Very/Somewhat hard (NET) 73 
   Somewhat hard    40 
   Very hard     33 
Don’t know (VOL.) 1 
Refused (VOL.) 1 

 
ASK ALL 
39.  Compared to your parents, do you think it is easier or harder for you to achieve the American Dream?  
 
  [INTERVIEWER: Probe, Is that much or somewhat easier/harder?] 
 

    ---Among U.S. Born--- 

 
Total  

Foreign 
Born 

U.S. 
Born  

2nd  
Gen  

3rd Gen  
or Higher 

57 Much/Somewhat easier 57 58 64 55 
   25    Much easier    25    26    34    20 
   32    Somewhat easier    32    32    30    35 
37 Much/Somewhat harder 35 39 34 40 

   20    Somewhat harder    19    22    20    22 
   17    Much harder     16    17    14    18 

2 About the same 2 1 * 2 
3 Don’t know (VOL.) 4 1 1 1 
2 Refused (VOL.) 2 1 1 1 

 
ASK IF IT IS HARDER TO ACHIEVE AMERICAN DREAM (Q.39=3,4) 
39a. Why would you say it is harder for you to achieve the American Dream? Is it because life is harder these days or 

because your goals are harder to attain than those of your parents? 
 

    ---Among U.S. Born--- 

 
Total  

Foreign 
Born 

U.S.  
Born  

2nd  
Gen 

3rd Gen  
or Higher 

47 Life is harder these days 51 43 44 44 
37 Goals are harder to attain 37 37 35 38 
11 Another reason 7 14 16 14 
4 Don’t know (VOL.) 4 4 4 4 
1 Refused (VOL.) * 2 2 NA 

n=545  n=286 n=259 n=98 n=151 
 
ASK ALL 
40.  Would you say that your parents achieved the American Dream, or not? 
 

    ---Among U.S. born--- 

Total  
Foreign 

Born 
U.S.  
Born  

2nd  
Gen 

3rd Gen  
or Higher 

40 Yes, achieved American Dream 25 57 67 50 

49 
No, did not achieve American  
   dream 

60 37 28 43 

8 Parents not in the U.S. / Does  
   not apply (VOL.) 

13 1 1 2 

2 Don’t know (VOL.) 1 3 2 4 
1 Refused (VOL.) 1 2 2 1 

 
 
 



76 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER 2016 NATIONAL SURVEY OF LATINOS 

www.pewresearch.org 

ASK IF PARENTS ACHIEVED AMERICAN DREAM (Q.40=1)28 
41.  In your own words, could you tell me … how did your parents achieve the American Dream?  
   
  [INTERVIEWER INSTRUCTION: RECORD VERBATIM RESPONSE; ALLOW MULTIPLE RESPONSES, BUT DO 

NOT PROBE FOR ADDITIONAL MENTIONS]  
 

    ---Among U.S. Born--- 

 
Total  

Foreign 
Born 

U.S.  
Born  

2nd  
Gen 

3rd Gen  
or Higher  

38 Homeownership /Financial Stability (NET) 32 41 35 46 
    23    Homeownership     21     24     20     27 
    3    Having a car     4     2    *     4 
    18    Having money/Providing for family     13     21     20     21 
    5    Savings/Pensions/Retirement      4     6     2     9 
27 WorkCareer (NET) 25 27 24 29 

    16    Working      15     17    15     18 
    7    Having a career     7     7     8     7 
    4    Owning a business      4     4     3     5 
15 Family/ Marriage (NET) 10 17 18 17 
    1    Having children     *     1     1     1 
    7    Being married     4     8     9     8 
    8    Other family reasons     8     9     9     8 
17 Coming to the U.S./living in the U.S. 24 13 19 8 

    14    Coming to the U.S./benefits of living  
      in U.S. (NET) 

    18     11     16     7 

    4    Obtaining legal status      8     2     4     1 
    *    Learning English      0     *     0     * 
27 Hard work/other personal qualities (NET) 26 28 32 24 
7 Education  4 8 6 10 

    3    College education      1     4     2     6 
    4    Other education      2     5     4     5 
21 Other (NET) 22 20 19 21 

    4    Children success      5     4     4     3 
    6    Meeting goals/being successful      6     6     5     6 
    1    Religion/ God/Miracles     1     1     1    * 
    6    Living well or happy/living better     8     5     6     4 
    0    Economic or political change    0     0    0     0 
    0    Can't achieve anymore/No time     0     0     0     0 
    4    Other     3     5     3     7 

4 Don’t know (VOL.) 5 4 3 6 
3 Refused (VOL.) 2 4 3 2 

n=590  n=188 n=402 n=190 n=205 
 
QUESTIONS 42-43 IN TOPLINE I 

 

SELECT DEMOGRAPHIC QUESTIONS IN TOPLINE I 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
28 Multiple responses were allowed. As a result, the subtotals may not add and column total may exceed 100%. 
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TOPLINE III 
 

August 23 - September 21, 2016 
Total N=1,507 Hispanic adults 

 
Note: This topline includes Puerto Ricans as foreign born. All numbers are percentages. The percentages 
greater than zero but less than 0.5% are replaced by an asterisk (*). Columns may not total 100% due to 
rounding. 
 

 

Sample size 

Margin of error at 95% 

confidence level 

Total Hispanic respondents 1,507 +/-3.3% points 

U. S.-born (Excluding Puerto Rico) 626 +/-5.2% points 

Foreign born (Including Puerto Rico) 881 +/-4.2% points 

Get new in English only 397 +/-6.5% points 

Get new in Both Languages 785 +/-4.5% points 

Get new in Spanish only 292 +/-7.0% points 

 
QUESTIONS 2-11, 13-16, 19-20, 42-43 AND SELECT DEMOGRAPHIC QUESTIONS IN TOPLINE I 

 
QUESTIONS 25, 32-41 IN TOPLINE II 
 
NO QUESTIONS 12, 17-18, 21-24, 30-31 
 
SCREENING QUESTIONS IN TOPLINE I 
 
ASK ALL 
26.   How much do you keep up with the news, regardless of whether you get it from television, newspapers, radio, or 

any other source. Would you say you keep up with the news a lot, some, not much, or not at all? 
 

    ---Get News In--- 
 

Total 
 

U.S.  
Born 

Foreign  
Born 

English 
Only 

Both 
Languages 

Spanish 
Only 

49 A lot 56 43 59 50 35 
30 Some 32 28 30 31 29 
17 Not much 9 23 8 17 30 
4 Not at all 3 5 2 2 6 
* Don’t know (VOL.) * * 0 * 0 
* Refused (VOL.) 0 * 0 * * 

 
TREND: 
 

 

Oct 
2012 

Mar 
2004 

A lot 45 38 
Some 36 45 
Not much 15 17 
Not at all 4 0 
Don’t know (VOL.)  0 0 
Refused (VOL.) * 0 
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ASK ALL 
 
(SCRAMBLE ITEMS A-E,) 
27.   There are many different ways to get news, such as network, local, or cable television, a print newspaper, radio or 

the internet. We’d like to know all the different ways you get your news. Thinking about a typical weekday, do you 
get any news from (INSERT ITEM)? How about (INSERT NEXT)? 

 

a. Network, local, or cable television news 
 

    ---Get News In--- 
 

Total 
 

U.S.  
Born 

Foreign  
Born 

English  
Only 

Both  
Languages 

Spanish  
Only 

79 Yes 73 85 70 83 95 
20 No 27 15 30 17 5  
* Don’t know (VOL.) * 0 0 * 0 
* Refused (VOL.) 0 * 0 * 0 

 

b. Print newspapers 
 

    ---Get News In--- 
 

Total 
 

U.S.  
Born 

Foreign  
Born 

English  
Only 

Both  
Languages 

Spanish  
Only 

34 Yes 36 32 36 37 25 
66 No 63 68 63 63 75 
* Don’t know (VOL.) * * * * 0 
* Refused (VOL.) * * 1 0 0 

 

c. Radio 

    ---Get News In--- 
 

Total 
 

U.S.  
Born 

Foreign  
Born 

English  
Only 

Both  
Languages 

Spanish  
Only 

55 Yes 56 54 54 61 46 
45 No 43 46 46 38 54 
* Don’t know (VOL.) 1 * 1 * 0 
* Refused (VOL.) 0 * 0 * 0 

 

d. Social networking sites, such as Facebook or Twitter  

    ---Get News In--- 
 

Total 
 

U.S.  
Born 

Foreign  
Born 

English  
Only 

Both  
Languages 

Spanish  
Only 

58 Yes 63 55 55 68 43 
41 No 36 45 45 32 57 
* Don’t know (VOL.) * * * * * 
* Refused (VOL.) 0 * 0 * 0 
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QUESTION 27 CONTINUED… 
 

e. Websites and Apps  

    ---Get News In--- 

Total  
U.S.  
Born 

Foreign  
Born 

English  
Only 

Both  
Languages 

Spanish  
Only 

57 Yes 69 48 71 63 27 
42 No 31 51 29 37 71 
* Don’t know (VOL.) 0 1 0 0 2 
* Refused (VOL.) * * * * * 

 
Q.27D/Q.27E COMBO TABLE, BASED ON ALL HISPANIC ADULTS29 
 

    ---Get News In--- 

Total  
U.S.  
Born 

Foreign  
Born 

English  
Only 

Both  
Languages 

Spanish  
Only 

74 Yes 83 67 81 81 50 
26 No 17 33 19 19 50 
* Don’t know (VOL.) 0 * 0 0 0 
* Refused (VOL.) 0 * 0 0 0 

 
TREND: 
 

  Yes No 

Don’t 
know  

(VOL.) 
Refused  
(VOL.) 

a. Network, local, or cable television news     

 Oct 2012 86 14 0 0 

 Sep 2010 91 9 0 * 

 Jul 2008 92 7 * 1 

 Jul 2006 30 92 8 * * 

b. Print newspapers     

 Oct 2012 42 58 * 0 

 Sep 2010 48 51 * * 

 Jul 2008 55 44 * 1 

 Jul 200631 58 41 * * 

c. Radio     

 Oct 2012 56 44 * 0 

 Sep 2010 58 41 0 * 

 Jul 2008 62 37 0 1 

 Jul 2006 64 36 * * 

d. The internet32     

       Oct 2012 56 44 * 0 

       Sep 2010 48 52 * * 

       Jul 2008 41 58 0 1 

       Jul 2006 37 62 1 * 
 

                                                
29In previous surveys, this question item asked about getting news from “the internet”. In 2016, this was changed to two new items: getting 

news from “Social networking sites, such as Facebook or Twitter” and getting news from “Websites and apps.” The two new measures 

combined make up the internet news category in 2016.  

30 In 2006 item is a combination of two items: “network television news shows, like the ABC Nightly News, CNN Headline News, or Noticiero 

Univision” and “local television news broadcasts.” 

31 In 2006 item was “newspapers.” 

32 In 2016, item “the internet” was not asked. This is a combination of two items; “Websites and Apps” and “Social networking si tes, such as 

Facebook or Twitter.” 
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ASK ITEM a IF Q.27a=1; ASK ITEM b IF Q.27b=1; ASK ITEM c IF Q.27c=1; ASK ITEM d IF Q.27d=1; ASK ITEM 
e IF Q.27e=1 
(SCRAMBLE IN SAME ORDER AS Q.27) 
28.  When you get your news from (INSERT) is it in English, Spanish or both? [(EXPLAIN IF NECESSARY: Are the 

news shows you watch… the print newspapers you read etc. in English or Spanish or both?)]  
 

a. Network, local, or cable television news  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

b. Print newspapers 

    

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign  
Born 

51 English 82 23 
23 Spanish 2 41 
26 Both 16 35 
1 Don’t know (VOL.) * 1 
0 Refused (VOL.) 0 0 

 

c. Radio 
 

    

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign  
Born 

41 English 69 18 
28 Spanish 6 47 
31 Both 25 35 
* Don’t know (VOL.) 0 * 
0 Refused (VOL.) 0 0 

 

d. Social networking sites, such as Facebook or Twitter 
 

    

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign  
Born 

37 English 63 13 
23 Spanish 2 42 
40 Both 34 45 
* Don’t know (VOL.) 1 * 
* Refused (VOL.) 0 * 

 
  

    

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign  
Born 

32 English 60 13 
27 Spanish 3 43 
41 Both 36 45 
0 Don’t know (VOL.) 0 0 
0 Refused (VOL.) 0 0 
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QUESTION 28 CONTINUED… 
 

e. Websites or apps 
 

    

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign  
Born 

52 English 77 24 
14 Spanish 1 29 
34 Both 22 47 
* Don’t know (VOL.) * 0 
0 Refused (VOL.) 0 0 

 
Q.28D/Q.28E COMBO TABLE, BASED ON ALL HISPANIC ADULTS COMBO TABLE, BASED ON33 
 

    

Total  
U.S. 
Born 

Foreign  
Born 

41 English 65 17 
17 Spanish 1 33 
42 Both 34 50 
* Don’t know (VOL.) * * 
0 Refused (VOL.) 0 0 

 
TRENDS:  
 

  English Spanish Both 

Don’t 
know  

(VOL.) 
Refused  
(VOL.) 

a. Network, local, or cable television news      

 Oct 2012 33 24 43 * 0 

 Sep 2010 27 26 47 * * 

 Jul 2008 31 29 40 0 * 

 Jul 200634  25 25 50 * 0 

b. Print newspapers      

 Oct 2012 51 21 27 * * 

 Sep 2010 52 18 30 0 0 

 Jul 2008 52 23 25 * * 

 Jul 200635 46 25 29 1 0 

c. Radio      

 Oct 2012 41 27 32 * 0 

 Sep 2010 37 29 33 * * 

 Jul 2008 37 32 31 0 0 

 Jul 2006 31 35 34 * * 

d. The internet36      

 Oct 2012 61 10 28 * * 

 Sep 2010 58 10 32 * 0 

 Jul 2008 63 9 28 * * 

 Jul 2006 60 10 30 * 0 
 

                                                
33In previous surveys, this question item asked about getting news from “the internet”. In 2016, this was changed to two new items: getting 

news from “Social networking sites, such as Facebook or Twitter” and getting news from “Websites and apps.” The two new measures 

combined make up the internet news category in 2016.  
34 In 2006, item is a combination of two items: “network television news shows, like the ABC Nightly News, CNN Headline News, or  Noticiero 

Univision” and “local television news broadcasts.” 

35 In 2006, item was “newspapers.” 

36 In 2016, item “the internet” was not asked.This is acombination of two items; “Websites and Apps” and “Social networking sites, such as 

Facebook or Twitter.” 



82 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER 2016 NATIONAL SURVEY OF LATINOS 

www.pewresearch.org 

ASK ALL  

29. Now I will read a list of some topics covered by news organizations. As I read each item, tell me if you usually follow his 
topic very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all closely?... How about news about …  

 
a. Traffic and weather 

 

    ---Get News In--- 

Total  
U.S.  
Born 

Foreign  
Born 

English  
Only 

Both  
Languages 

Spanish  
Only 

40 Very closely 37 41 32 44 42 
27 Fairly closely 28 27 29 28 25 
24 Not too closely 25 24 28 22 23 
8 Not at all closely 10 7 11 6 9 
* Don’t know (VOL.) * * 0 * * 
* Refused (VOL.) * 1 * * 1 

 
b. National government and politics 

 

    ---Get News In--- 

Total  
U.S.  
Born 

Foreign  
Born 

English  
Only 

Both  
Languages 

Spanish  
Only 

38 Very closely 44 33 47 40 22 
24 Fairly closely 31 18 31 24 14 
25 Not too closely 16 32 15 27 36 
12 Not at all closely 9 15 7 9 28 
* Don’t know (VOL.) * 1 0 * 1 
* Refused (VOL.) 0 * 0 * * 

 
c. (COUNTRY OF ORIGIN/YOUR FAMILY’S COUNTRY OF ORIGIN) 

 

    ---Get News In--- 

Total  
U.S.  
Born 

Foreign  
Born 

English  
Only 

Both  
Languages 

Spanish  
Only 

31 Very closely 19 41 13 39 40 
23 Fairly closely 25 22 21 23 28 
29 Not too closely 35 24 37 28 19 
17 Not at all closely 21 13 29 9 13 
* Don’t know (VOL.) * * 0 * 0 
* Refused (VOL.) * * * * * 

 
d. The (HISPANIC/LATINO) community 

 

    ---Get News In--- 

Total  
U.S.  
Born 

Foreign  
Born 

English  
Only 

Both  
Languages 

Spanish  
Only 

37 Very closely 29 43 17 46 43 
30 Fairly closely 33 27 37 28 25 
24 Not too closely 27 21 32 20 21 
9 Not at all closely 11 7 13 5 10 
* Don’t know (VOL.) * * * * * 
1 Refused (VOL.) * 1 * 1 1 
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METHODOLOGY REPORT 
 

Results for this study are based on telephone interviews conducted by SSRS, an independent 

research company, for Pew Research Center among a nationally representative sample of 1,507 

Latino respondents ages 18 and older. It was conducted on cellular and landline telephones from 

Aug. 23 through Sept. 21, 2016.  

For the full sample, a total of 689 respondents were U.S. born (including Puerto Rico), and 818 

were foreign born (excluding Puerto Rico). For results based on the total sample, one can say with 

95% confidence that the error attributable to sampling is plus or minus 3.3 percentage points.  

For this survey, SSRS used a staff of bilingual English and Spanish-speaking interviewers who, 

when contacting a household, were able to offer respondents the option of completing the survey 

in Spanish or English. A total of 759 respondents (50%) were surveyed in Spanish, and 

748respondents (50%) were interviewed in English. Any person age 18 or older who said they were 

of Hispanic/Latino origin or descent was eligible to complete the survey. 

To ensure the highest possible coverage of the eligible population, the study employed a dual-

frame landline/cellphone design. The sample consisted of a landline sampling frame (yielding 300 

completed interviews) and a cellphone sampling frame (1,207 interviews).37 Both the landline and 

cellphone sampling frames used a stratified sampling design, oversampling areas with higher 

densities of Latino residents.  Overall, the study employed six strata. Landline and cellphone 

samples were provided by Marketing Systems Group (MSG).  

For the landline sampling frame, the sample was compared with InfoUSA and Experian landline 

household databases, and phone numbers associated with households that included persons with 

                                                
37 According to calculations by the National Center for Health Statistics National Health Interview Survey (NHIS), from July to December 2015, 

60.5% of Hispanic adults were living in wireless-only households and 15% were in wireless-mostly households (Blumberg and Luke, 2016). 

2016 National Survey of Latinos details 

 Sample size  
Margin of error 

95% confidence level 

    

Total Latinos 1,507  +/- 3.3% points 

U.S. born (incl. PR) 689  +/- 4.9% points 

Foreign born (excl. PR) 818  +/- 4.3% points 

Registered voters 804  +/- 4.6% points 
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known Latino surnames were subdivided into a surname stratum. The remaining, unmatched and 

unlisted landline sample was used to generate a stratum with a high incidence of Latinos, based on 

the share of Latinos in the sample telephone exchange.  

It is important to note that the existence of a surname stratum does not mean the survey was 

exclusively a surname sample design. The sample is RDD (random-digit dial), with the randomly 

selected telephone numbers divided by whether or not they were found to be associated with a 

Spanish surname. This was done to ease administration by allowing for more effective assignment 

of interviewers and labor hours, as well as increase the efficiency of the sample. 

MSG’s GENESYS sample generation system was used to generate cellphone sample, which was 

divided into high and medium strata, based on the share of Latinos in the sample telephone area 

code.  

Samples for the low-incidence landline and low-incidence cell strata were drawn from previously 

interviewed respondents in SSRS’s weekly dual-frame Excel omnibus survey. Respondents who 

indicated they were Latino on the omnibus survey were eligible to be recontacted for the present 

survey. Altogether, a total of 270 previously interviewed respondents were included in this sample.  

 

 

Interviews by strata 

 Landline  Cellphone 

 Total interviews 
Estimated % among U.S. 

Latino population  Total interviews 
Estimated % among U.S. 

Latino population 

      

Surname 150 (50%) 27%    

High 60 (20%) 30%  722 (60%) 33% 

Medium    305 (25%) 33% 

Low 90 (30%) 43%  180 (15%) 33% 

Total 300   1,207  

Note: “Total Interviews” include the prescreened omnibus interviews that were not subject to geographic stratification. The estimated 

population breakdown is based on counts from the 2013 American Community Survey. The oversampling or undersampling of strata was 

corrected in weighting.  
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A multistage weighting procedure was used to ensure an accurate representation of the national 

Hispanic population. 

▪ An adjustment was made for all persons found to possess both a landline and a cellphone, as 

they were more likely to be sampled than were respondents who possessed only one phone 

type. This adjustment also took into account the different sampling rate in the landline and 

cellphone samples.  

 

▪ The sample was corrected for a potential bias associated with recontacting previously 

interviewed respondents in low-incidence strata.  

 

▪ The sample was corrected for within-household selection in landline interviews, which 

depended upon the number of Latino adults living in the household.  

 

▪ The sample was corrected for the oversampling of telephone number exchanges known to have 

higher densities of Latinos and the corresponding undersampling of exchanges known to have 

lower densities of Latinos.  

 

▪ Finally, the data were put through a post-stratification sample-balancing routine. The post-

stratification weighting used estimates of the U.S. adult Hispanic population based  on the 

2014 U.S. Census Bureau’s American Community Survey, on gender, age, education, Census 

region, heritage and years in the U.S. Phone status of the U.S. adult Hispanic population (i.e., 

cellphone only, dual, landline only) is based on estimates from the July-December 2015 

Centers for Disease Control’s National Health Interview Survey and density of the Latino 

population is from the 2010 Census.  

 

▪ Weights are then trimmed to avoid any particular case having too much influence on the 

overall estimates.  

 

Pew Research Center undertakes all polling activity, including calls to mobile telephone numbers, 

in compliance with the Telephone Consumer Protection Act and other applicable laws. 

 


