PEW RESEARCH CENTER
September 27-30, 2012 OMNIBUS
FINAL TOPLINE
N=1,005

ASK ALL:

PEW.1 As read a list of some stories covered by news organizations this past week, please tell me if you
happened to follow each news story very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all closely.
First, [INSERT ITEM; RANDOMIZE;] [IF NECESSARY "Did you follow [ITEM] very closely, fairly
closely, not too closely or not at all closely?”]

Very Fairly Not too  Not at all (voL.)
closely closely closely closely DK/Ref
a. Reports about the condition of the
U.S. economy
September 27-30, 2012 34 37 13 15 1
September 20-23, 2012 36 32 17 15 *
September 13-16, 2012 38 32 17 12 1
September 7-9, 2012 36 31 17 15 2
August 31-September 3, 2012 33 31 20 16 1
August 23-26, 2012 38 30 15 16 1
August 16-19, 2012 33 32 16 19 *
August 9-12, 2012 30 31 20 18 1
August 2-5, 2012 33 29 20 17 1
July 26-29, 2012 32 30 20 19 *
July 19-22, 2012 39 29 16 16 *
July 12-15, 2012 32 33 18 17 1
July 5-8, 2012 34 28 18 19 1
June 28-July 1, 2012 38 28 15 18 1
June 21-24, 2012 33 32 17 17 *
June 14-17, 2012 39 28 15 17 *
June 7-10, 2012 35 32 15 18 *
May 31-June 3, 2012 37 34 13 14 1
May 24-27, 2012 33 31 19 16 1
May 17-20, 2012 35 30 16 19 *
May 10-13, 2012 40 26 16 17 *
May 3-6, 2012 38 29 13 20 *
April 26-29, 2012 34 32 17 16 1
April 19-22, 2012 35 35 13 14 2
April 12-15, 2012 39 28 16 17 1
April 5-8, 2012 37 31 16 16 1
March 29-April 1, 2012 34 33 15 18 1
March 22-25, 2012 36 29 16 18 1
March 15-18, 2012 40 35 11 14 1
March 8-11, 2012 37 32 14 17 *
March 1-4, 2012 41 27 15 17 1
February 23-26, 2012 37 33 14 15 1
February 16-20, 2012 33 32 16 17 1
February 9-12, 2012 42 30 14 13 1
February 2-5, 2012 38 32 16 13 1
January 26-29, 2012 35 31 16 19 *
January 19-22, 2012 35 30 16 19 1
January 12-15, 2012 33 32 14 20 1
January 5-8, 2012 39 31 15 15 *
December 15-18, 2011 36 32 14 16 1
December 8-11, 2011 41 29 13 16 1
December 1-4, 2011 40 33 13 13 1
November 17-20, 2011 35 33 16 15 1
November 10-13, 2011 39 31 15 14 *
November 3-6, 2011 37 31 15 17 1
October 27-30, 2011 38 33 14 15 1
October 20-23, 2011 38 32 14 16 1
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PEW.1 CONTINUED...

October 13-16, 2011
October 6-9, 2011
September 29-October 2, 2011
September 22-25, 2011
September 8-11, 2011
September 1-4, 2011
August 25-28, 2011
August 18-21, 2011
August 4-7, 2011

July 28-31, 2011

July 21-24, 2011

July 14-17, 2011

July 7-10, 2011

June 30-July 3, 2011
June 23-26, 2011
June 16-19, 2011
June 9-12, 2011

June 2-5, 2011

May 19-22, 2011

May 12-15, 2011

May 5-8, 2011

April 21-25, 2011
April 14-17, 2011
April 7-10, 2011
March 31-April 3, 2011
March 24-27, 2011
March 17-20, 2011
March 10-13, 2011
March 3-6, 2011
February 24-27, 2011
February 17-20, 2011
February 10-13, 2011
February 3-6, 2011
January 20-23, 2011
January 13-16, 2011
January 6-9, 2011

SEE TRENDS FOR PREVIOUS YEARS: http://www.people-press.org/files/2011/11/NII-Economy-Trends.

Very Fairly Not too  Not at all (voL.)
closely closely closely closely DK/Ref
39 32 14 14 *
43 28 14 14 1
46 26 14 14 *
44 33 11 11 *
40 30 15 14 1
44 30 11 15 *
44 28 14 13 1
44 29 12 14 1
46 30 11 13 1
43 30 13 13 *
41 32 13 13 1
41 30 14 14 1
36 30 15 18 1
38 32 13 16 1
37 29 15 19 *
39 33 14 13 *
39 30 15 16 1
35 34 17 14 *
33 34 17 16 *
32 32 17 18 2
40 35 15 9 1
41 33 12 14 *
44 30 14 12 1
46 30 14 10 *
42 31 16 11 0
36 32 17 15 *
38 32 17 13 *
40 30 16 13 *
37 31 17 13 1
49 29 11 10 *
35 33 14 17 *
36 34 13 16 *
35 37 14 14 *
37 33 14 15 1
37 29 15 18 1
39 37 11 12 1

b. The United Nations meetings in New York

September 27-30, 2012
September 25-28, 2009

c. News about candidates for the 2012

presidential election
September 27-30, 2012
September 20-23, 2012
September 13-16, 2012
September 7-9, 2012
August 31-September 3, 2012
August 23-26, 2012
August 16-19, 2012
August 9-12, 2012
August 2-5, 2012
July 26-29, 2012
July 19-22, 2012
July 12-15, 2012
July 5-8, 2012
June 28-July 1, 2012
June 21-24, 2012

10
15

40
38

31
29
27
32
27
31
25
35
33
29
32
27
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21
29

30
29
25
31
29
31
27
27
25
28
22
24
26
24
30

21
23

14
16
18
18
20
19
19
21
19
21
17
20
20
19
17

46
33

14
17
15
19
20
22
22
24
23
25
25
23
25
25
25
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PEW.1 CONTINUED...

Very Fairly Not too  Not at all (VoL.)
closely closely closely closely DK/Ref
June 14-17, 2012 31 30 15 24 *
June 7-10, 2012 30 29 16 25 1
May 31-June 3, 2012 29 28 19 23 1
May 24-27, 2012 32 28 16 24 1
May 17-20, 2012 31 26 19 23 *
May 10-13, 2012 34 23 18 24 *
May 3-6, 2012 29 27 19 24 *
April 26-29, 2012 29 29 18 23 1
April 19-22, 2012 29 29 20 20 1
April 12-15, 2012 32 28 16 23 1
April 5-8, 2012 31 27 18 23 *
March 29-April 1, 2012 23 29 21 27 *
March 22-25, 2012 28 28 18 25 1
March 15-18, 2012 28 31 17 24 *
March 8-11, 2012 28 27 21 23 *
March 1-4, 2012 31 24 20 24 1
February 23-26, 2012 28 29 18 24 1
February 16-20, 2012 25 29 19 25 2
February 9-12, 2012 35 25 18 20 1
February 2-5, 2012 30 27 20 21 1
January 26-29, 2012 28 30 21 21 1
January 19-22, 2012 28 30 17 24 *
January 12-15, 2012 29 29 18 23 1
January 5-8, 2012 29 30 16 25 *
December 15-18, 2011 26 24 20 29 1
December 8-11, 2011 27 27 18 28 *
December 1-4, 2011 25 28 20 26 1
November 17-20, 2011 24 31 21 23 1
November 3-6, 2011 22 31 20 26 1
October 27-30, 2011 21 26 21 30 1
October 20-23, 2011 21 28 22 28 1
October 13-16, 2011 26 29 22 23 1
October 6-9, 2011 25 25 23 27 1
September 29-October 2, 2011 27 26 21 25 *
September 22-25, 2011 25 26 23 25 1
September 15-18, 2011 24 28 21 27 1
September 8-11, 2011 22 26 21 31 *
September 1-4, 2011 22 23 22 32 1
August 25-28, 2011 22 22 22 33 1
August 18-21, 2011 27 26 19 28 1
August 11-14, 2011 19 24 20 36 1
August 4-7, 2011 18 21 22 37 1
July 28-31, 2011 17 27 21 35 1
July 21-24, 2011 17 22 28 32 *
July 14-17, 2011 18 26 27 28 1
July 7-10, 2011 16 23 27 33 1
June 30-July 3, 2011 21 28 24 25 2
June 23-26, 2011 19 26 24 31 *
June 16-19, 2011 23 29 23 25 *
June 9-12, 2011 18 30 22 30 1
June 2-5, 2011 21 31 22 26 *
May 26-29, 2011 20 27 24 28 *
May 19-22, 2011 15 27 24 32 1
May 12-15, 2011 15 22 26 35 1
May 5-8, 2011 16 24 27 32 1
April 21-25, 2011 18 26 23 32 1
April 14-17, 2011 20 23 29 27 1
March 24-27, 2011 13 19 26 41 1
March 10-13, 2011 15 21 26 38 0
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PEW.1 CONTINUED...

Very Fairly Not too  Not at all (VoL.)

closely closely closely closely DK/Ref
February 10-13, 2011 16 19 24 40 *
February 3-6, 2011 15 20 23 42 *

SEE TRENDS FOR PREVIOUS YEARS: http://www.people-press.org/files/2011/11/NII-Election-Trends.pdf

d. Controversy over the National Football
League’s use of replacement officials
September 27-30, 2012 19 20 21 39 1
TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:
July 28-31, 2011: The NFL owners and
players reaching a labor agreement 12 16 23 48 1
July 21-22, 2011: A tentative deal in the
NFL labor dispute that threatened to delay
the football season 11 13 20 55 1

ASK ALL:

Thinking about the presidential campaign...

PEW.2 How likely is it that you will watch the upcoming debate between Mitt Romney and Barack Obama
this coming Wednesday - very likely, somewhat likely or not likely?

BASED ON REGISTERED VOTERS [N=828]

Very Somewhat Not (voL.)

likely likely likely DK/Ref
September 27-30, 2012 62 21 17 0
October 3-6, 2008 70 18 12 *
September 19-22, 2008 (GP) 58 24 18 *
Early October, 2004 59 29 11 1
Early September, 2004 61 27 11 1
Early October, 2000 49 31 19 1
Late September, 2000 43 31 22 4
September, 1996 43 34 22 1
CBS/NYT: 1992 67 24 8 2
CBS/NYT: 1988 55 27 17 1
CBS/NYT: 1984 55 27 16 2

ASK ALL:
PEW.3 Regardless of which presidential candidate you support, who do you think will do the better job in
the presidential debate [READ AND RANDOMIZE]?

BASED ON REGISTERED VOTERS [N=828]

Sep 27-30
2012
29 Mitt Romney
51 Barack Obama
2 Both will do equally well (VOL.)
2 Neither (VOL.)
16 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)
! October 3-6, 2008 asked about the debate between John McCain and Barack Obama. September 19-22, 2008 asked

about the upcoming foreign policy debate between John McCain and Barack Obama, and figures are based on general
public results. In early October, 2004 the question asked: “How likely is it that you will watch either of the upcoming
presidential debates between Bush and Kerry this coming Friday, or next Wednesday?” In early September, 2004 the
question asked: “How likely is it that you will watch the upcoming presidential debates between John Kerry and George
W. Bush?” In late September and early October, 2000 the question asked: “How likely is it that you will watch the
upcoming presidential debates between Al Gore and George W. Bush?” In September, 1996 the question asked: “How
likely is it that you will watch the upcoming Presidential debates between Bill Clinton and Bob Dole?” The CBS/NYT
surveys asked, "How likely is it that you will watch next/this Sunday's debate between ...?" The field dates for the
CBS/NYT trends are comparable to the current survey. The 1988 survey is based on the probable electorate.
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ASK ALL:

RANDOMIZE PEW.4 AND PEW.5

PEW.4 What grade would you give Barack Obama as to how good a job he is doing in convincing you to
vote for him? Would you grade his election campaign: A, B, C, D, or F?

BASED ON REGISTERED VOTERS [N=828]:

--- Obama --- --- Kerry --- Gore  ------ Clinton ------
Sep 27-30 Mid-Oct  June Mid-Oct June June Sept July Sept
2012 2008 2008 2004 2004 2000 1996 1996 1992

18 A 32 23 15 6 9 18 9 21

29 B 33 33 31 25 26 32 28 37

17 C 14 18 21 30 31 23 30 24

9 D 7 11 12 16 13 8 12 7

24 F 11 12 18 18 16 16 18 7

3 DK/Ref (VOL.) 3 3 3 5 5 3 3 4

ASK ALL:

RANDOMIZE PEW.4 AND PEW.5
PEW.5 What grade would you give Mitt Romney as to how good a job he is doing in convincing you to vote
for him? Would you grade his election campaign: A, B, C, D, or F?

BASED ON REGISTERED VOTERS [N=828]:

-- McCain -- --- Bush --- Bush -- Dole -- Bush, Sr.
Sep 27-30 Mid-Oct  June Mid-Oct June June Sept July Sept
2012 2008 2008 2004 2004 2000 1996 1996 1992
10 A 10 5 16 13 10 8 3 14
21 B 24 27 26 26 30 21 19 24
22 C 27 35 22 23 29 30 36 27
18 D 18 16 12 12 13 18 19 15
24 F 19 14 20 23 13 19 20 16
5 DK/Ref (VOL.) 2 3 2 3 5 4 3 4
ASK ALL:

PEW.6 Have the presidential candidates been talking about the issues that are important to you in this
campaign, or not?

BASED ON REGISTERED VOTERS [N=828]:

Sep 27-30 Mid-Oct Mid-Sept Sept Sept Oct
2012 2008 2008 2004 2000 1996
72 Yes 79 72 64 72 59
24 No 18 23 31 22 35
4 Don't know/Refused (VOL.) 3 5 5 6 6

NO QUESTION PEW.7
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ASK ALL:

PEW.8 Do you happen to know which candidate made comments describing 47% of the population as
dependent on government and paying no taxes? [DO NOT READ RESPONSE OPTIONS; IF
RESPONDENT SAYS “"YES” BUT DOES NOT PROVIDE A NAME, PROBE: “which candidate?”]

BASED ON REGISTERED VOTERS [N=828]:

Sep 27-30
2012
67 Yes, Mitt Romney (VOL.)
4 Yes, Barack Obama (VOL.)
* Yes, other (VOL.)
27 No, don’t know (VOL.)
2 Refused (VOL.)

ASK IF NAMED MITT ROMNEY [PEW.8=1]:
PEW.9 Did you have a [RANDOMIZE: Positive OR Negative] reaction to Romney’s 47% comments?

BASED ON REGISTERED VOTERS WHO NAMED ROMNEY IN PEW.8 [N=611]:

Sep 27-30
2012
23 Positive
55 Negative
19 Neutral/No reaction (VOL.)
3 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)

ASK IF NAMED MITT ROMNEY [PEW.8=1]:

PEW.10 Do you think news organizations are giving too much, too little, or the right amount of coverage to
Romney’s 47% comments?

BASED ON REGISTERED VOTERS WHO NAMED ROMNEY IN PEW.8 [N=611]:

Sep 27-30
2012
49 Too much
13 Too little
28 Right amount
10 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)
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