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PEW RESEARCH CENTER FOR THE PEOPLE & THE PRESS 
PEW FORUM ON RELIGION & PUBLIC LIFE 
JULY 2012 RELIGION & POLITCS SURVEY 

June 28 – July 9, 2012 
GENERAL PUBLIC SAMPLE N=2973          OVERSAMPLE OF RELIGIOUSLY UNAFFILIATED N=511 

 
RANDOMIZE Q.1 AND Q.2 
ASK ALL: 
Q.1 All in all, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the way things are going in this country today?  
 
 Satis- Dis- (VOL.) 
 fied satisfied DK/Ref 
Jun 28- Jul 9, 2012 31 64 5 
Jun 7-17, 2012 28 68 5 
May 9-Jun 3, 2012 29 64 7 
Apr 4-15, 2012 24 69 6 
Feb 8-12, 2012 28 66 6 
Jan 11-16, 2012 21 75 4 
Sep 22-Oct 4, 2011 17 78 5 
Aug 17-21, 2011 17 79 4 
Jul 20-24, 2011 17 79 4 
Jun 15-19, 2011 23 73 4 
May 5-8, 2011 30 62 8 
May 2, 2011 32 60 8 
Mar 8-14, 2011 22 73 5 
Feb 2-7, 2011 26 68 5 
Jan 5-9, 2011 23 71 6 
Dec 1-5, 2010 21 72 7 
Nov 4-7, 2010 23 69 8 
Sep 23-26, 2010 30 63 7 
Aug 25-Sep 6, 2010 25 71 5 
Jun 24-27, 2010 27 64 9 
May 13-16, 2010 28 64 7 
Apr 21-26, 2010 29 66 5 
Apr 1-5, 2010 31 63 6 
Mar 11-21, 2010 25 69 5 
Mar 10-14, 2010 23 71 7 
Feb 3-9, 2010 23 71 6 
Jan 6-10, 2010 27 69 4 
Oct 28-Nov 8, 2009 25 67 7 
Sep 30-Oct 4, 2009 25 67 7 
Sep 10-15, 20091

Aug 20-27, 2009 28 65 7 
 30 64 7 

Aug 11-17, 2009 28 65 7 
Jul 22-26, 2009 28 66 6 
Jun 10-14, 2009 30 64 5 
Apr 28-May 12, 2009 34 58 8 
Apr 14-21, 2009 23 70 7 
Jan 7-11, 2009 20 73 7 
December, 2008 13 83 4 
Early October, 2008 11 86 3 
Mid-September, 2008 25 69 6 
August, 2008 21 74 5 
July, 2008 19 74 7 
June, 2008 19 76 5 
Late May, 2008 18 76 6 
March, 2008 22 72 6 
Early February, 2008 24 70 6 
                                                 
1 In September 10-15, 2009 and other surveys 

noted with an asterisk, the question was worded 
“Overall, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the 
way things are going in our country today?” 

 Satis- Dis- (VOL.) 
 fied satisfied DK/Ref  
Late December, 2007 27 66 7 
October, 2007 28 66 6 
February, 2007 30 61 9  
Mid-January, 2007 32 61 7 
Early January, 2007 30 63 7 
December, 2006 28 65 7 
Mid-November, 2006 28 64 8 
Early October, 2006 30 63 7 
July, 2006 30 65 5 
May, 2006* 29 65 6 
March, 2006 32 63 5 
January, 2006 34 61 5 
Late November, 2005 34 59 7 
Early October, 2005 29 65 6 
July, 2005 35 58 7 
Late May, 2005* 39 57 4 
February, 2005 38 56 6 
January, 2005 40 54 6 
December, 2004 39 54 7 
Mid-October, 2004 36 58 6 
July, 2004 38 55 7 
May, 2004 33 61 6 
Late February, 2004* 39 55 6 
Early January, 2004 45 48 7 
December, 2003 44 47 9 
October, 2003 38 56 6 
August, 2003 40 53 7 
April 8, 2003 50 41 9 
January, 2003 44 50 6 
November, 2002 41 48 11 
September, 2002 41 55 4 
Late August, 2002 47 44 9 
May, 2002 44 44 12 
March, 2002 50 40 10 
Late September, 2001 57 34 9 
Early September, 2001 41 53 6 
June, 2001 43 52 5 
March, 2001 47 45 8 
February, 2001 46 43 11 
January, 2001 55 41 4 
October, 2000 (RVs) 54 39 7 
September, 2000 51 41 8 
June, 2000 47 45 8 
April, 2000 48 43 9 
August, 1999 56 39 5 
January, 1999 53 41 6 
November, 1998 46 44 10 
Early September, 1998 54 42 4 
Late August, 1998 55 41 4 
Early August, 1998 50 44 6 
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Q.1 CONTINUED… 
 
 Satis- Dis- (VOL.) 
 fied satisfied DK/Ref 
February, 1998 59 37 4 
January, 1998 46 50 4 
September, 1997 45 49 6 
August, 1997 49 46 5 
January, 1997 38 58 4 
July, 1996 29 67 4 
March, 1996 28 70 2 
October, 1995 23 73 4 
June, 1995 25 73 2 
April, 1995 23 74 3 
July, 1994 24 73 3 
 

 
 
 Satis- Dis- (VOL.) 
 fied satisfied DK/Ref 
March, 1994 24 71 5 
October, 1993 22 73 5 
September, 1993 20 75 5 
May, 1993 22 71 7 
January, 1993 39 50 11 
January, 1992 28 68 4 
November, 1991 34 61 5 
Gallup: Late Feb, 1991 66 31 3 
August, 1990 47 48 5 
May, 1990 41 54 5 
January, 1989 45 50 5 
September, 1988 (RVs) 50 45 5

RANDOMIZE Q.1 AND Q.2 
ASK ALL: 
Q.2 Do you approve or disapprove of the way Barack Obama is handling his job as President? [IF DK 

ENTER AS DK. IF DEPENDS PROBE ONCE WITH:  Overall do you approve or disapprove of the 
way Barack Obama is handling his job as President?  IF STILL DEPENDS ENTER AS DK]  

 
  Dis- (VOL.) 
 Approve approve DK/Ref 
Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 50 43 7 
Jun 7-17, 2012 47 45 8 
May 9-Jun 3, 2012 46 42 11 
Apr 4-15, 2012 46 45 9 
Mar 7-11, 2012 50 41 9 
Feb 8-12, 2012 47 43 10 
Jan 11-16, 2012 44 48 8 
Dec 7-11, 2011 46 43 11 
Nov 9-14, 2011 46 46 8 
Sep 22-Oct 4, 2011 43 48 9 
Aug 17-21, 2011 43 49 7 
Jul 20-24, 2011 44 48 8 
Jun 15-19, 2011 46 45 8 
May 25-30, 2011 52 39 10 
May 5-8, 2011 50 39 11 
May 2, 2011 56 38 6 
Mar 30-Apr 3, 2011 47 45 8 
Feb 22-Mar 1, 2011 51 39 10 
Feb 2-7, 2011 49 42 9 
Jan 5-9, 2011 46 44 10 
Dec 1-5, 2010 45 43 13 
Nov 4-7, 2010 44 44 12 
Oct 13-18, 2010 46 45 9 

  Dis- (VOL.) 
 Approve approve DK/Ref 
Aug 25-Sep 6, 2010 47 44 9 
Jul 21-Aug 5, 2010 47 41 12 
Jun 8-28, 2010 48 41 11 
Jun 16-20, 2010 48 43 9 
May 6-9, 2010 47 42 11 
Apr 21-26, 2010 47 42 11 
Apr 8-11, 2010 48 43 9 
Mar 10-14, 2010 46 43 12 
Feb 3-9, 2010 49 39 12 
Jan 6-10, 2010 49 42 10 
Dec 9-13, 2009 49 40 11 
Oct 28-Nov 8, 2009 51 36 13 
Sep 30-Oct 4, 2009 52 36 12 
Sep 10-15, 2009 55 33 13 
Aug 20-27, 2009 52 37 12 
Aug 11-17, 2009 51 37 11 
Jul 22-26, 2009 54 34 12 
Jun 10-14, 2009 61 30 9 
Apr 14-21, 2009 63 26 11 
Mar 31-Apr 6, 2009 61 26 13 
Mar 9-12, 2009 59 26 15 
Feb 4-8, 2009 64 17 19 

 
ASK ALL: 
Q.3 Would you say your overall opinion of [INSERT ITEM; RANDOMIZE] is very favorable, mostly 

favorable, mostly UNfavorable, or very unfavorable? [INTERVIEWERS: PROBE TO DISTINGUISH 
BETWEEN “NEVER HEARD OF” AND “CAN’T RATE.”] How about [NEXT ITEM]? [IF 
NECESSARY: Just in general, is your overall opinion of [ITEM] very favorable, mostly favorable, 
mostly UNfavorable, or very unfavorable?] [INTERVIEWERS: PROBE TO DISTINGUISH 
BETWEEN “NEVER HEARD OF” AND “CAN’T RATE.”] 

 
        (VOL.) (VOL.) 
  ------ Favorable ------ ----- Unfavorable ----- Never Can’t rate/ 
  Total Very Mostly Total Very Mostly heard of Ref 
 
a. The Supreme Court 
 Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 51 10 41 37 14 23 1 11        
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Q.3 CONTINUED… 
        (VOL.) (VOL.) 
  ------ Favorable ------ ----- Unfavorable ----- Never Can’t rate/ 
  Total Very Mostly Total Very Mostly heard of Ref 
 Apr 4-15, 2012 52 11 41 29 10 20 * 18 
 July 1-5, 2010 58 9 49 25 8 17 1 16 
 Feb 3-9, 2010 58 8 50 27 8 19 * 15 
 Mar 31-Apr 6, 2009 64 8 56 21 6 15 0 15 
 April, 2008 65 15 50 25 7 18 * 10 
 July, 2007 57 12 45 29 9 20 0 14 
 January, 2007 72 18 54 17 3 14 2 9 
 July, 2006 63 7 56 27 8 19 1 9 
 February, 2006 60 16 44 28 10 18 * 12 
 Late October, 2005 62 12 50 27 10 17 * 11 
 July, 2005 61 12 49 28 10 18 * 11 
 June, 2005 57 8 49 30 8 22 * 13 
 July, 2001 70 15 55 20 6 14 * 10 
 March, 2001 72 15 57 20 5 15 * 8 
 January, 2001 68 18 50 21 8 13 1 10 
 October, 1997 77 13 64 18 6 12 * 5 
 May, 1997 72 16 56 22 5 17 0 6 
 July, 1994 80 18 62 16 3 13 * 4 
 May, 1993 73 17 56 18 4 14 0 9 
 November, 1991 72 18 54 21 5 16 0 7 
 May, 1990 65 10 55 25 7 18 1 9 
 January, 1988 79 14 65 13 2 11 * 8 
 May, 1987 76 13 63 17 2 15 * 7 
 Roper: March 1985 64 17 47 28 7 21 -- 8 
 
b. The Democratic Party 
 Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 47 14 33 45 21 24 * 8        
 Mar 7-11, 2012 49 14 36 43 18 25 * 7 
 Jan 11-16, 2012 43 13 29 51 23 28 * 7 
 Sep 22-Oct 4, 2011 46 13 32 45 19 26 * 9 
 Aug 17-21, 2011 43 9 34 50 21 29 * 7 
 Feb 22-Mar 1, 2011 48 14 34 45 18 27 * 6 
 Feb 2-7, 2011 47 13 35 46 17 29 * 6 
 Aug 25-Sep 6, 2010 50 13 36 44 20 24 * 7 
 July 1-5, 2010 44 12 31 45 22 23 * 11 
 April 1-5, 2010 38 9 29 52 27 25 * 9 
 Mar 18-21, 2010 40 8 32 49 25 24 * 11 
 Feb 3-9, 2010 48 9 39 44 17 27 * 8 
 Aug 20-27, 2009 48 11 37 43 19 24 * 10 
 Aug 11-17, 2009 49 12 37 40 16 25 * 10 
 Mar 31-Apr 6, 2009 59 15 44 34 13 21 * 7 
 Jan 7-11, 2009 62 19 43 32 12 20 * 6 
 Late October, 2008 57 19 38 33 15 18 * 10 
 Mid-September, 2008 55 18 37 39 14 25 * 6 
 August, 2008 57 16 41 37 13 24 * 6 
 Late May, 2008 57 14 43 37 14 23 * 6 
 July, 2007 51 13 38 41 14 27 0 8 
 Early January, 2007 54 15 39 35 12 23 * 11 
 Late October, 2006 53 13 40 36 11 25 * 11 
 July, 2006 47 13 34 44 13 31 2 7 
 April, 2006 47 12 35 42 14 28 * 11 
 February, 2006 48 14 34 44 17 27 0 8 
 Late October, 2005 49 14 35 41 15 26 * 10 
 July, 2005 50 15 35 41 14 27 * 9 
 June, 2005 52 12 40 39 13 26 * 9 
 December, 2004 53 13 40 41 14 27 * 6 
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Q.3 CONTINUED… 
        (VOL.) (VOL.) 
  ------ Favorable ------ ----- Unfavorable ----- Never Can’t rate/ 
  Total Very Mostly Total Very Mostly heard of Ref 
 June, 2004 54 12 42 36 11 25 0 10 
 Early February, 2004 58 14 44 37 9 28 * 5 
 June, 2003 54 11 43 38 10 28 0 8 
 April, 2003 57 13 44 36 11 25 * 7 
 December, 2002 54 15 39 37 10 27 * 9 
 July, 2001 58 18 40 34 10 24 * 8 
 January, 2001 60 18 42 30 9 21 1 9 
 September, 2000 (RVs) 60 16 44 35 12 23 * 5 
 August, 1999 59 14 45 37 9 28 * 4 
 February, 1999 58 11 47 37 11 26 0 5 
 January, 1999 55 14 41 38 12 26 0 7 
 Early December, 1998 59 18 41 34 10 24 0 7 
 Early October, 1998 (RVs) 56 11 45 38 9 29 * 6 
 Early September, 1998 60 13 47 33 8 25 * 7 
 March, 1998 58 15 43 36 10 26 * 6 
 August, 1997 52 11 41 42 10 32 0 6 
 June, 1997 61 10 51 33 8 25 * 6 
 January, 1997 60 13 47 35 7 28 * 5 
 October, 1995 49 9 40 48 11 37 0 3 
 December, 1994 50 13 37 44 13 31 * 6 
 July, 1994 62 13 49 34 7 27 * 4 
 May, 1993 57 14 43 34 9 25 0 9 
 July, 1992 61 17 44 33 9 24 * 6 
 
c. The Republican Party 
 Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 36 9 27 56 28 28 * 8        
 Mar 7-11, 2012 36 7 30 56 27 29 * 8 
 Jan 11-16, 2012 35 7 27 58 28 30 * 7 
 Sep 22-Oct 4, 2011 36 7 29 55 27 28 * 9 
 Aug 17-21, 2011 34 5 29 59 27 32 * 7 
 Feb 22-Mar 1, 2011 42 9 32 51 22 28 1 7 
 Feb 2-7, 2011 43 8 35 48 19 29 * 9 
 Aug 25-Sep 6, 2010 43 8 35 49 21 28 * 8 
 July 1-5, 2010 39 10 29 49 24 25 * 12 
 April 1-5, 2010 37 8 29 53 26 27 * 9 
 Mar 18-21, 2010 37 5 32 51 20 31 * 12 
 Feb 3-9, 2010 46 5 41 46 14 32 0 8 
 Aug 20-27, 2009 40 6 34 50 19 31 * 10 
 Aug 11-17, 2009 40 7 33 50 18 32 * 10 
 Mar 31-Apr 6, 2009 40 7 33 51 17 34 0 9 
 Jan 7-11, 2009 40 5 35 55 21 34 * 5 
 Late October, 2008 40 10 30 50 23 27 * 10 
 Mid-September, 2008 47 11 36 46 22 24 * 7 
 August, 2008 43 9 34 49 18 31 1 7 
 Late May, 2008 39 7 32 53 20 33 * 8 
 July, 2007 39 7 32 53 22 31 0 8 
 Early January, 2007 41 9 32 48 21 27 1 10 
 Late October, 2006 41 9 32 50 20 30 * 9 
 July, 2006 40 10 30 52 23 29 1 7 
 April, 2006 40 10 30 50 21 29 * 10 
 February, 2006 44 11 33 50 24 26 * 6 
 Late October, 2005 42 12 30 49 24 25 * 9 
 July, 2005 48 13 35 43 18 25 * 9 
 June, 2005 48 11 37 44 20 24 0 8 
 December, 2004 52 15 37 42 17 25 0 6 
 June, 2004 51 12 39 40 14 26 0 9 
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Q.3 CONTINUED… 
        (VOL.) (VOL.) 
 -------Favorable------- ------Unfavorable------ Never Can’t rate/ 
  Total Very Mostly Total Very Mostly heard of Ref 
 Early February, 2004 52 14 38 42 16 26 * 6 
 June, 2003 58 14 44 33 10 23 0 9 
 April, 2003 63 14 49 31 10 21 * 6 
 December, 2002 59 18 41 33 11 22 * 8 
 July, 2001 48 11 37 42 15 27 * 10 
 January, 2001 56 13 43 35 13 22 * 9 
 September, 2000 (RVs) 53 11 42 40 12 28 0 7 
 August, 1999 53 8 45 43 12 31 * 4 
 February, 1999 44 7 37 51 15 36 0 5 
 January, 1999 44 10 34 50 23 27 0 6 
 Early December, 1998 46 11 35 47 20 27 * 7 
 Early October, 1998 (RVs) 52 9 43 42 14 28 0 6 
 Early September, 1998 56 9 47 37 11 26 * 7 
 March, 1998 50 10 40 43 12 31 * 7 
 August, 1997 47 9 38 47 11 36 * 6 
 June, 1997 51 8 43 42 11 31 1 6 
 January, 1997 52 8 44 43 10 33 * 5 
 October, 1995 52 10 42 44 16 28 * 4 
 December, 1994 67 21 46 27 8 19 * 6 
 July, 1994 63 12 51 33 8 25 * 4 
 May, 1993 54 12 42 35 10 25 0 11 
 July, 1992 46 9 37 48 17 31 * 6 
 
d. Congress  
 Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 27 5 22 65 30 35 * 8        
 Jan 11-16, 2012 23 5 18 69 33 36 * 8 
 Aug 17-21, 2011 25 4 21 70 30 40 4 6 
 Feb 22-Mar 1, 2011 34 4 30 57 21 36 1 8 
 July 1-5, 2010 33 6 27 56 23 33 * 11 
 April 1-5, 2010 25 3 22 65 30 36 * 9 
 Mar 18-21, 2010 26 3 23 62 23 39 * 12 
 Feb 3-9, 2010 41 3 38 50 17 34 0 9 
 Aug 20-27, 2009 37 4 33 52 20 32 * 11 
 Mar 31-Apr 6, 2009 50 10 40 43 15 28 * 7 
 Jan 7-11, 2009 40 5 35 52 20 32 * 8 
 Late May, 2008 41 6 35 51 17 34 0 8 
 July, 2007 41 6 35 51 16 35 0 8 
 Early January, 2007 53 11 42 38 9 29 1 8 
 Late October, 2006 41 5 36 46 15 31 * 13 
 February, 2006 44 6 38 47 14 33 0 9 
 Late October, 2005 45 7 38 45 13 32 * 10 
 July, 2005 49 6 43 40 11 29 * 11 
 June, 2005 49 6 43 40 10 30 * 11 
 June, 2004 56 7 49 33 7 26 * 11 
 July, 2001 57 7 50 32 8 24 * 11 
 March, 2001 56 6 50 36 10 26 1 7 
 January, 2001 64 10 54 23 5 18 1 12 
 September, 2000 (RVs) 61 8 53 32 5 27 * 7 
 August, 1999 63 8 55 34 7 27 * 3 
 June, 1999  56 9 47 39 9 30 * 5 
 February, 1999 52 4 48 44 8 36 0 4 
 January, 1999 48 7 41 45 15 30 0 7 
 Early December, 1998 52 11 41 41 12 29 0 7 
 Early October, 1998 (RVs) 62 7 55 33 8 25 0 5 
 Early September, 1998 66 7 59 27 5 22 0 7 
 October, 1997 53 5 48 44 11 33 0 3 
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Q.3 CONTINUED… 
        (VOL.) (VOL.) 
 -------Favorable------- ------Unfavorable------ Never Can’t rate/ 
  Total Very Mostly Total Very Mostly heard of Ref 
 August, 1997 50 6 44 44 11 33 0 6 
 June, 1997 52 4 48 42 8 34 0 6 
 May, 1997 49 5 44 42 10 32 * 9 
 February, 1997 52 6 46 40 9 31 * 8 
 January, 1997 56 6 50 40 8 32 * 4 
 June, 1996 45 6 39 50 12 38 * 5 
 April, 1996 45 6 39 50 13 37 0 5 
 January, 1996 42 4 38 54 16 38 * 4 
 October, 1995 42 4 38 55 13 42 0 3 
 August, 1995 45 5 40 47 13 34 * 7 
 June, 1995 53 8 45 42 11 31 * 5 
 February, 1995 54 10 44 37 10 27 0 9 
 July, 1994 53 7 46 43 9 34 * 4 
 May, 1993 43 8 35 48 13 35 0 9 
 November, 1991 51 7 44 43 9 34 0 6 
 March, 1991 66 16 50 26 7 19 0 8 
 May, 1990 59 6 53 34 9 25 1 6 
 May, 1988 64 8 56 28 5 23 0 8 
 January, 1988 64 6 58 29 4 25 0 7 
 May, 1987 74 10 64 20 4 16 * 6 
 January, 1987 59 7 52 31 8 23 0 10 
 July, 1985 67 9 58 26 5 21 * 7 

 
ASK ALL: 
THOUGHT How much thought have you given to the coming presidential election . . . Quite a lot or 

only a little?  
 
 BASED ON REGISTERED VOTERS [N=2373]: 
 
   Quite (VOL.) Only a (VOL.) (VOL.) 
 2012 Election a lot Some little None DK/Ref 
 Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 65 3 29 3 *     
 Jun 7-17, 2012 67 1 30 2 1 
 May 9-Jun 3, 2012 61 2 33 3 1 
 Apr 4-15, 2012 64 2 30 4 1 
 Mar 7-11, 2012 66 2 30 1 1 
 2008 Election 
 November, 2008 81 3 13 2 1 
 Late October, 2008 81 3 13 2 1 
 Mid-October, 2008 81 3 13 3 * 
 Early October, 2008 81 2 14 2 1 
 Late September, 2008 80 3 14 2 1 
 Mid-September, 2008 78 4 14 3 1 
 August, 2008 74 6 17 2 1 
 July, 2008 74 2 20 3 1 
 June, 2008 72 2 23 2 1 
 Late May, 2008 75 4 17 3 1 
 April, 2008 77 7 13 2 1 
 March, 2008 78 3 15 3 1 
 Late February, 2008 74 3 19 2 2 
 2004 Election 
 November, 2004 82 3 12 2 1 
 Mid-October, 2004 76 5 15 3 1 
 Early October, 2004 74 4 19 2 1 
 September, 2004 71 3 22 3 1 
 August, 2004 69 2 26 2 1 
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THOUGHT CONTINUED… 
   Quite (VOL.) Only a (VOL.) (VOL.) 
   a lot Some little None DK/Ref 
 July, 2004 67 2 28 2 1 
 June, 2004 58 3 36 2 1 
 May, 2004 59 6 30 4 1 
 Late March, 2004 60 4 31 4 1 
 Mid-March, 2004 65 2 31 2 * 
 2000 Election 
 November, 2000 72 6 19 2 1 
 Late October, 2000 66 6 24 4 * 
 Mid-October, 2000 67 9 19 4 1 
 Early October, 2000 60 8 27 4 1 
 September, 2000 59 8 29 3 1 
 July, 2000 46 6 45 3 * 
 June, 2000 46 6 43 5 * 
 May, 2000 48 4 42 5 1 
 April, 2000 45 7 41 7 * 
 1996 Election 
 November, 1996 67 8 22 3 * 
 October, 1996 65 7 26 1 1 
 Late September, 1996 61 7 29 2 1 
 Early September, 1996 56 3 36 4 1 
 July, 1996 55 3 41 1 * 
 June, 1996 50 5 41 3 1 
 1992 Election 
 Early October, 1992 77 5 16 1 1 
 September, 1992 69 3 26 1 1 
 August, 1992 72 4 23 1 * 
 June, 1992 63 6 29 1 1 
 1988 Election 
 Gallup: November, 1988 73 8 17 2 0 
 Gallup: October, 1988 69 9 20 2 0 
 Gallup: September, 1988 57 18 23 2 0 
 Gallup: August, 1988 61 10 27 2 0 
 
NO QUESTIONS 4-9 
 
ASK FORM 1 ONLY [N=1466]: 
REG Which of these statements best describes you? [READ IN ORDER] [INSTRUCTION: IF 

RESPONDENT VOLUNTEERS THAT THEY ARE IN NORTH DAKOTA AND DON’T HAVE TO 
REGISTER, PUNCH 1] 

 
 Jun 28-Jul 9 
 2012 
 74 Are you ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN that you are registered to vote at your current address 
 5 Are you PROBABLY registered, but there is a chance your registration has lapsed  
 20 Are you NOT registered to vote at your current address 
 * Don't know/Refused (VOL.) 
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ASK FORM 2 ONLY [N=1507]: 
REGIST These days, many people are so busy they can't find time to register to vote, or move 

around so often they don't get a chance to re-register.  Are you NOW registered to vote in 
your precinct or election district or haven't you been able to register so far? 
[INSTRUCTION: IF RESPONDENT VOLUNTEERS THAT THEY ARE IN NORTH DAKOTA 
AND DON’T HAVE TO REGISTER, PUNCH 1 FOR REGIST AND REGICERT]  

ASK IF RESPONDENT ANSWERED '1' YES IN REGIST: 
REGICERT Are you absolutely certain that you are registered to vote, or is there a chance that your 

registration has lapsed because you moved or for some other reason?  
 
 Jun 28-Jul 9 
 2012 
 75 Yes, registered 
    72   Absolutely certain 
    3   Chance registration has lapsed 
    *   Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 
 24 No, not registered 
 1 Don't know/Refused (VOL.) 
 
ASK ALL REGISTERED VOTERS (REGICERT=1) OR (REG=1): 
Q.10 Now, suppose the 2012 presidential election were being held TODAY. If you had to choose between 

[READ AND RANDOMIZE: Barack Obama, the Democrat OR Mitt Romney, the Republican] who 
would you vote for?  

ASK IF OTHER OR DK (Q.10=3,9): 
Q.10a As of TODAY, do you LEAN more to [READ IN SAME ORDER AS Q.10]?  
ASK REGISTERED VOTERS WHO CHOOSE OBAMA OR ROMNEY IN Q.10: 
Q.10b Do you support [INSERT LAST NAME OF CANDIDATE CHOSEN IN Q.10] strongly or only 

moderately? 
 
 BASED ON REGISTERED VOTERS [N=2373]: 
 
           (VOL.) 
    Only    Only  Other/ 
  Romney Strongly mod DK Obama Strongly mod DK DK/Ref 
 Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 43 15 28 1 50 32 18 * 6 
 Jun 7-17, 2012 46 17 27 1 50 30 20 * 5 
 May 9-Jun 3, 2012 42    49    9 
 Apr 4-15, 2012 45    49    6 
 Mar 7-11, 2012 42    54    4 
 Feb 8-12, 2012 44    52    4 
 Jan 11-16, 2012 45    50    6 
 Nov 9-14, 2011 47    49    4 
 Sep 22-Oct 4, 2011 48    48    4 
 
    Only    Only    Other/ 
  McCain Strongly  mod DK Obama Strongly mod DK Nader Barr DK/Ref 
 November, 2008 39 21 18 * 50 35 14 1 1 1 9 
 Late October, 2008 36 20 15 1 52 39 12 1 3 1 8 
 Mid-October, 2008 38 21 16 1 52 36 16 * n/a n/a 10 
 Early October, 2008 40 21 18 1 50 36 14 * n/a n/a 10 
 Late September, 2008 42 23 19 * 49 33 15 1 n/a n/a 9 
 Mid-September, 20082

 August, 2008 43 17 26 * 46 27 19 * n/a n/a 11 
 44 25 19 * 46 30 15 1 n/a n/a 10 

 July, 2008 42 17 24 1 47 24 22 1 n/a n/a 11 
 June, 2008 40 14 26 * 48 28 19 1 n/a n/a 12 
 Late May, 2008 44    47    n/a n/a 9 
 April, 2008 44    50    n/a n/a 6 

                                                 
2 After August 2008, June 2004, July 2000, July 1996, June 1992, and June 1988 the question specified vice presidential 

candidates.   
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Q.10-Q.10b TREND FOR COMPARISON CONTINUED… 
 
    Only    Only    Other/ 
  McCain Strongly  mod DK Obama Strongly mod DK Nader Barr DK/Ref 
 March, 2008 43    49    n/a n/a 8 
 Late February, 2008 43    50    n/a n/a 7 
 
    Only    Only    Other/ 
  Bush Strongly mod DK Kerry Strongly mod DK Nader  DK/Ref 
 November, 2004 45 34 11 * 46 29 16 1 1  8 
 Mid-October, 2004 45 32 13 * 45 28 16 1 1  9 
 Early October, 2004 48 35 12 1 41 24 17 * 2  9 
 September, 2004 49 33 15 1 43 22 20 1 1  7 
 August, 2004 45 32 13 * 47 28 19 * 2  6 
 July, 2004 44    46    3  7 
 June, 2004 46    42    6  6 
 May, 2004 43    46    6  5 
 Late March, 2004 44    43    6  7 
 Mid-March, 2004 42    49    4  5 
 Two-way trial heats: 
 June, 2004 48    46    n/a  6 
 May, 2004 45    50    n/a  5 
 Late March, 2004 46    47    n/a  7 
 Mid-March, 2004 43    52    n/a  5 
 Late February, 2004 44    48    n/a  8 
 Early February, 2004 47    47    n/a  6 
 Early January, 2004 52    41    n/a  7 
 October, 2003 50    42    n/a  8 
 
    Only    Only    Other/ 
  Bush Strongly mod DK Gore Strongly mod DK Nader Buchanan DK/Ref 
 November, 2000 41 26 15 * 45 25 19 1 4 1 9 
 Late October, 2000 45 29 16 * 43 24 19 * 4 1 7 
 Mid-October, 2000 43 25 18 * 45 22 23 * 4 1 7 
 Early October, 2000 43 26 17 * 44 22 22 * 5 * 8 
 September, 2000 41 21 19 1 47 25 21 1 2 1 9 
 July, 2000 42    41    6 2 9 
 Late June, 2000 42    35    2 2 19 
 Mid-June, 2000 41    42    4 3 10 
 January, 2000 51    39    n/a 4 6 
 September, 1999 49    35    n/a 10 6 
 Two-way trial heats: 
 July, 2000 48    46    n/a n/a 6 
 Mid-June, 2000 45 20 25 * 46 18 27 1 n/a n/a 9 
 May, 2000 46    45    n/a n/a 9 
 March, 2000 43    49    n/a n/a 8 
 February, 2000 46 19 27 * 45 18 26 1 n/a n/a 9 
 December, 1999 55    40    n/a n/a 5 
 October, 1999 54    39    n/a n/a 7 
 September, 1999 54    39    n/a n/a 7 
 July, 1999 53    42    n/a n/a 5 
 March, 1999 54    41    n/a n/a 5 
 January, 1999 50    44    n/a n/a 6 
 Early September, 1998 53    40    n/a n/a 7 
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Q.10-Q.10b TREND FOR COMPARISON CONTINUED… 
  
    Only    Only    Other/ 
  Dole Strongly mod DK Clinton Strongly mod DK Perot  DK/Ref 
 November, 1996 32 17 15 * 51 26 24 1 9  8 
 October, 1996 34 17 16 1 51 25 26 * 8  7 
 Late September, 1996 35 16 18 1 51 26 25 * 7  7 
 Early September, 1996 34 17 17 * 52 26 26 0 8  6 
 July, 1996 34    44    16  6 
 March, 1996 35    44    16  5 
 September, 1995 36    42    19  3 
 July, 1994 36    39    20  5 
 Two-way trial heats: 
 July, 1996 42 11 30 * 53 20 31 1 n/a  5 
 June, 1996 40 13 23 1 55 22 29 1 n/a  5 
 April, 1996 40    54      6 
 March, 1996 41    53      6 
 February, 1996 44    52      4 
 January, 1996 41    53      6 
 July, 1994 49    46      5 
 
    Only    Only    Other/ 
  Bush Sr. Strongly mod DK Clinton Strongly mod DK Perot  DK/Ref 
 Late October, 1992 34 20 14 -- 44 26 18 -- 19  3 
 Early October, 1992 35 14 21 -- 48 23 25 -- 8  9 
 June, 1992 31    27    36  6 
 Two-way trial heats: 
 September, 1992 38 14 21 -- 53 25 28 -- n/a  9 
 August, 1992 37 14 23 -- 57 24 33 -- n/a  6 
 June, 1992 46 13 33 -- 41 9 32 -- n/a  13 
 May, 1992 46 15 31 -- 43 10 33 -- n/a  11 
 Late March, 1992 50 19 31 -- 43 9 34 -- n/a  7 
 
    Only    Only    Other/ 
  Bush Sr. Strongly mod DK Dukakis Strongly mod DK   DK/Ref 
 October, 1988 50 24 26 -- 42 20 22 --   8 
 September, 1988 50 26 24 -- 44 19 25 --   6 
 May, 1988 40 12 28 -- 53 14 39 --   7 
 
NO QUESTION 11 
 
ASK IF RESPONDENT DID NOT CHOOSE ROMNEY IN Q.10/10a (Q.10=1 OR Q.10a=1,3,9): 
RANDOMIZE Q.12a AND Q.12b 
Q.12a Do you think there is a chance that you might vote for Mitt Romney in November, or have you 

definitely decided not to vote for him?  
 
 BASED ON REGISTERED VOTERS [N=2373]: 
 
  Chance might  Decided not (VOL.) 
  vote for to vote for DK/Ref 
 Romney 
 Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 8 44 4=57%   
 Jun 7-17, 2012 9 42 3=54% 
 Apr 4-15, 2012 10 40 5=55% 
 McCain 
 November, 2008 7 47 7=61% 
 Late October, 2008 7 51 6=64% 
 Mid-October, 2008 9 47 6=62% 
 Early October, 2008 10 45 5=60% 
 Late September, 2008 10 42 6=58% 
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Q.12a CONTINUED… 
 
  Chance might  Decided not (VOL.) 
  vote for to vote for DK/Ref 
 Mid-September, 2008 9 40 7=56% 
 August, 2008 14 37 6=57% 
 July, 2008 13 38 7=58% 
 June, 2008 12 41 7=60% 
 Bush  
 November, 2004  6 44 5=55% 
 Mid-October, 2004 5 43 7=55% 
 Early October, 2004 9 39 4=52% 
 September, 2004 9 38 4=51% 
 August, 2004 10 42 3=55% 
 July, 2004 10 41 5=56% 
 June, 20043

 May, 2004 9 42 4=55% 
 9 41 2=52% 

 Late March, 2004 11 40 3=54% 
 Mid-March, 2004 11 44 2=57% 
 Late February, 2004 10 43 3=56% 
 Early February, 2004 10 41 2=53% 
 November, 2000 8 44 7=59% 
 Late October, 2000 10 41 4=55% 
 Mid-October, 2000 12 40 5=57% 
 Early October, 2000 11 39 7=57% 
 September, 2000 15 38 6=59% 
 Mid-June, 2000 15 33 6=54% 
 Dole 
 November, 1996 8 54 6=68% 
 October, 1996 11 51 4=66% 
 Late September, 1996 16 44 5=65% 
 Early September, 1996 14 47 5=66% 
 July, 1996 15 40 3=58% 
 Bush Sr. 
 Late October, 1992 11 53 2=66% 
 Early October, 1992 13 46 6=65% 
 September, 1992 12 44 6=62% 
 August, 1992 15 45 4=64% 
 May, 1992 8 40 5=53% 
 
ASK IF RESPONDENT DID NOT CHOOSE OBAMA IN Q.10/10a (Q.10=2 OR Q.10a=2,3,9): 
RANDOMIZE Q.12a AND Q.12b 
Q.12b Do you think there is a chance that you might vote for Barack Obama in November, or have you 

definitely decided not to vote for him?  
 
 BASED ON REGISTERED VOTERS [N=2373]: 
 
  Chance might  Decided not (VOL.) 
  vote for to vote for DK/Ref 
 Obama 
 Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 6 41 3=50%   
 Jun 7-17, 2012 6 42 2=50% 
 Apr 4-15, 2012 6 42 3=51% 
 November, 2008 6 38 6=50% 
 Late October, 2008 7 35 6=48% 
 Mid-October, 2008 8 35 5=48% 
 Early October, 2008 7 38 5=50% 

                                                 
3  In June 2004, May 2004, Late March 2004, Mid-March 2004, Mid-June 2000 and July 1996 the head-to-head match-up 

was asked both as a three-way and a two-way trial heat. In those surveys, this question followed the two-way trial heat.  
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Q.12b CONTINUED… 
  Chance might  Decided not (VOL.) 
  vote for to vote for DK/Ref 
 Late September, 2008 8 37 6=51% 
 Mid-September, 2008 11 38 5=54% 
 August, 2008 12 36 6=54% 
 July, 2008 12 34 7=53% 
 June, 2008 14 32 6=52% 
 Kerry 
 November, 2004 6 43 5=54% 
 Mid-October, 2004 6 42 7=55% 
 Early October, 2004 9 45 5=59% 
 September, 2004 11 42 4=57% 
 August, 2004 11 39 3=53% 
 July, 2004 13 36 5=54% 
 June, 20044

 May, 2004 11 35 4=50% 
 10 41 3=54% 

 Late March, 2004 13 37 3=53% 
 Mid-March, 2004 13 32 3=48% 
 Late February, 2004 13 36 3=52% 
 Early February, 2004 15 33 5=53% 
 Gore 
 November, 2000 8 41 6=55% 
 Late October, 2000 9 44 4=57% 
 Mid-October, 2000 10 40 5=55% 
 Early October, 2000 11 38 7=56% 
 September, 2000 13 35 5=53% 
 June, 2000 14 34 6=54% 
 Clinton 
 November, 1996 6 37 6=49% 
 October, 1996 10 35 4=49% 
 Late September, 1996 11 35 3=49% 
 Early September, 1996 10 34 4=48% 
 July, 1996 8 36 4=48% 
 Late October, 1992 11 43 2=56% 
 Early October, 1992 14 32 6=52% 
 September, 1992 12 28 6=46% 
 August, 1992 14 26 3=43% 
 May, 1992 11 38 6=55% 
 
  

                                                 
4  In June 2004, May 2004, Late March 2004, Mid-March 2004, Mid-June 2000 and July 1996 the head-to-head match-up 

was asked both as a three-way and a two-way trial heat. In those surveys, this question followed the two-way trial heat. 
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ASK ALL: 
Q.13 Which ONE of the following issues matters most to you in deciding your vote for president this year? 

[READ AND RANDOMIZE]  
 
 BASED ON REGISTERED VOTERS [N=2373]: 
 
 Jun 28-Jul 9  Jun 7-17 
 2012  2012 
 33 Jobs 35 
 22 Health care 19 
 19 The budget deficit 23 
 11 Social Security 11 
 4 Immigration 5 
 4 Gay marriage 4 
 3 Other (VOL.) 2 
 3 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 2 
 
NO QUESTIONS 14-17 
 
ASK ALL REGISTERED VOTERS (REGICERT=1) OR (REG=1): 
Q.18 Regardless of who you support, which one of the presidential candidates — [RANDOMIZE ORDER 

OF CANDIDATES: Mitt Romney or Barack Obama] — do you think would do the best job of 
[INSERT ITEM; RANDOMIZE; OBSERVE FORM SPLITS]? 
And who do you think would do the best job of [INSERT NEXT ITEM]? 
IF RESPONDENT MENTIONS ANYONE OTHER THAN ROMNEY OR OBAMA PROBE ONCE: "If 
you had to choose between Romney and Obama. . . "?] 

 
BASED ON FORM 1 REGISTERED VOTERS [N=1185]: 
 
   Mitt Barack (VOL.) (VOL.) 
   Romney Obama Neither DK/Ref 
a.F1 Improving economic conditions  
  2012 Election 
  Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 42 48 4 6    
  Jun 7-17, 2012 49 41 5 5 
  2008 Election McCain Obama 
   Mid-October, 2008 32 53 5 10 
  Late September, 2008 33 51 6 10 
  Mid-September, 2008 38 47 5 10 
  July, 2008 32 47 7 14 
  June, 2008 31 51 8 10 
  Late May, 2008 36 51 4 9 
  April, 2008 33 53 8 6 
  2004 Election Bush Kerry 
  Mid-October, 2004 40 47 4 9 
  Early October, 2004 40 46 5 9 
  September, 2004 42 45 4 9 
  August, 2004 37 52 3 8 
  May, 2004 38 48 5 9 
  Late March, 2004 39 44 6 11 
  Mid-March, 2004 37 53 2 8 
  2000 Election Bush Gore 
  Mid-October, 2000 37 49 3 11 
  Early October, 2000 35 47 6 12 
  September, 2000 38 46 5 11 
  June, 2000 38 41 5 16 
  March, 2000 42 46 4 8 
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Q.18 CONTINUED… 
     (VOL.) (VOL.) 
  1996 Election Dole Clinton Neither DK/Ref 
  September, 1996 35 49 8 8 
  July, 1996 38 45 8 9 
 
 TREND FOR COMPARISON 
   1992 Election Bush Clinton Perot Neither DK/Ref 
  October, 1992 26 41 16 5 12 
 
     (VOL.) (VOL.) 
   Romney Obama Neither DK/Ref 
b.F1 Defending the country from future 
 terrorist attacks 
  2012 Election 
  Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 38 50 5 7    
  2008 Election McCain Obama 
  Mid-October, 2008 49 38 3 10 
  Late September, 2008 53 36 3 8 
  Mid-September, 2008  56 31 4 9 
  July, 2008 48 33 5 14 
  June, 2008 55 31 5 9 
  April, 2008 63 26 5 6 
  2004 Election Bush Kerry 
  Mid-October, 2004 53 35 4 8 
  Early October, 2004 57 32 3 8 
  September, 2004 58 31 3 8 
  August, 2004 49 39 4 8 
  May, 2004 52 33 5 10 
  Late March, 2004 53 29 4 14 
  Mid-March, 2004 57 32 4 7 
 
c.F1 Dealing with the nation’s energy problems 
  2012 Election 
  Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 37 49 4 9    
  2008 Election McCain Obama 
  Mid-October, 2008 34 53 4 9 
  Late September, 2008 36 52 4 8 
  Mid-September, 2008 40 46 4 10 
  Late May, 2008 33 51 5 11 
 
d.F1 Dealing with taxes  
  2012 Election 
  Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 40 48 5 7    
  2008 Election McCain Obama 
  Mid-October, 2008 35 50 5 10 
  Late-September, 2008 36 49 6 9 
  Mid-September, 2008 39 44 5 12 
  June, 2008 36 47 6 11 
  Late May, 2008 44 39 5 12 
  2000 Election Bush Gore 
  Late October, 2000 45 41 5 9 
  Mid-October, 2000 41 42 5 12 
  Early October, 2000 39 42 6 13 
  September, 2000 41 41 5 13 
  June, 2000 41 34 7 18 
  March, 2000 40 44 5 11 
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Q.18 CONTINUED… 
     (VOL.) (VOL.)  
   Dole Clinton Neither DK/Ref 
  TREND FOR COMPARISON 
  Cutting taxes 
  1996 Election 
  September, 1996 42 34 14 10 
  July, 1996 42 35 12 11 
  TREND FOR COMPARISON Bush Clinton Perot Neither DK/Ref 
  Not increasing taxes 
  1992 Election 
  October, 1992 35 25 8 16 16 
 
BASED ON FORM 2 REGISTERED VOTERS [N=1188]: 
 
     (VOL.) (VOL.) 
   Romney Obama Neither DK/Ref 
e.F2 Making wise decisions about 

 foreign policy 
  2012 Election 
  Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 40 48 4 8    
  2008 Election McCain Obama 
  Mid-October, 2008 45 44 1 10 
  Late September, 2008 49 42 2 7 
  Mid-September, 2008 51 40 2 7 
  July, 2008 43 42 2 13 
  2004 Election Bush Kerry 
  September, 2004 53 37 3 7 
  August, 2004 43 47 2 8 
  May, 2004 43 42 4 11 
  Late March, 2004 44 38 4 14 
  Mid-March, 2004 44 45 3 8 
  2000 Election Bush Gore 
  March, 2000 40 46 4 10 
  1996 Election Dole Clinton 
  Early September, 1996 39 44 7 10 
  July, 1996 42 42 5 11 
  TREND FOR COMPARISON Bush Clinton Perot Neither DK/Ref 
  1992 Election 
  October, 1992 53 27 6 3 11 
     (VOL.) (VOL.) 
   Romney Obama Neither DK/Ref 
f.F2 Improving the job situation  
  2012 Election  
  Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 46 42 6 6    
 
g.F2 Reducing the federal budget deficit  
  2012 Election 
  Jun 28-Jul 9, 20125

  2008 Election McCain Obama 
 50 36 8 6    

  Mid-October, 2008 30 50 9 11 
  1996 Election Dole Clinton 
  September, 1996 41 38 11 10 
  July, 1996 39 40 11 10 
  

                                                 
5  In 2012 the word “federal” was added to the question. 



16 

 
  

 
www.people-press.org 

 

Q.18 CONTINUED… 
     (VOL.) (VOL.)  
   Romney Obama Neither DK/Ref. 
h.F2 Selecting justices to serve on the 

 Supreme Court  
  2012 Election  
  Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 41 46 4 9    
  2008 Election McCain Obama 
  Mid-October, 2008 41 46 4 9 
  2000 Election Bush Gore 
  Early October, 2000 37 39 4 20 
 
BASED ON ALL REGISTERED VOTERS [N=2373]: 
 
i. Reflecting your views on social issues 
  like abortion and gay rights  
  2012 Election Romney Obama 
  Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 36 50 5 9    
  2008 Election McCain Obama 
  Mid-October, 2008 36 51 4 9 
  Mid-September, 2008 39 45 5 11 
  Late May, 2008 34 48 5 13 
 
j. Dealing with the problems of poor and  
  needy people 
  2012 Election Romney Obama 
  Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 30 60 5 5    
  2000 Election Bush Gore 
  March, 2000 32 55 5 8 
 
k. Dealing with immigration 
  2012 Election Romney Obama 
  Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 42 46 6 7    
  2008 Election McCain Obama 
  Mid-October, 2008 38 42 7 13 
  Mid-September, 2008 39 38 8 15 
  Late May, 2008 44 39 7 10 
 
l. Dealing with health care 
  2012 Election Romney Obama 
  Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 41 49 5 5    
  Jun 7-17, 2012 44 45 5 6 
 
 TREND FOR COMPARISON 
 Improving the health care system 
   2008 Election McCain Obama 
  Mid-October, 2008 27 57 6 10 
  Mid-September, 2008 31 52 7 10 
  Late May, 2008 32 49 6 13 
  2004 Election Bush Kerry 
  Early October, 2004 31 49 8 12 
  September 22-26, 2004 32 48 7 13 
  Early September, 2004 32 50 8 10 
  August, 2004 29 55 5 11 
  May, 2004 29 51 7 13 
  Late March, 2004 33 46 6 15 
  Mid-March, 2004 29 57 4 10 
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Q.18 CONTINUED… 
     (VOL.) (VOL.)  
  2000 Election Bush Gore Neither DK/Ref 
  Late October, 2000 38 47 5 10 
  Mid-October, 2000 37 48 4 11 
  Early October, 2000 36 49 5 10 
  September, 2000 32 51 6 11 
  June, 2000 31 44 6 19 
  March, 2000 31 51 6 12 
 
ASK ALL: 
Q.19 Do you happen to know if Mitt Romney is Protestant, Catholic, Mormon, Jewish, Muslim, atheist, 

agnostic, or some other religion? [INTERVIEWERS: IF R SAYS “MULTIPLE FAITHS/ALL OF 
THE ABOVE,” RECORD AS “8-SOME OTHER RELIGION” AND RECORD VERBATIM 
RESPONSE] 

 
 Jun 28-Jul 9  Mar 7-11 Nov 9-14 
 2012  2012 2011 
 51 Mormon  48 39 
 5 Catholic  3 3 
 3 Protestant 2 3 
 * Jewish  1 * 
 1 Muslim  * 1 
 * Atheist  * * 
 * Agnostic  * * 
 * Some other religion 0 0 
 1 Christian (VOL.) 1 1 
 37 Don’t know (VOL.) 42 51 
 1 Refused (VOL.) 1 1 
 
ASK IF GAVE ANSWER IN Q.19(Q.19<98): 
Q.20 And in general, would you say you personally are comfortable or uncomfortable with Mitt Romney’s 

religious faith? 
 
 BASED ON TOTAL: 
 
 Jun 28-Jul 9 
 2012 
 37 Comfortable 
 12 Uncomfortable 
 11 Doesn’t matter/Doesn’t make much difference (VOL.) 
 2 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 
 
 38 No answer to Romney’s religion 
 
ASK ALL: 
A few questions about you…  
Q.21 How often, if at all, do you [INSERT; RANDOMIZE] [READ OPTIONS IN ORDER] 
 And, how often, if at all, do you [INSERT NEXT ITEM] [READ OPTIONS IN ORDER]?  
 
       (VOL.) 
   Often Sometimes Rarely Never DK/Ref 
a. Think about the meaning and 
  purpose of life 
  Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 67 22 7 3 1  
   
 
b. Feel a deep connection with 
  nature and the earth 
  Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 58 26 8 5 2  
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ASK ALL: 
Q.22 How important is it to you to belong to a community of people who share your values and beliefs – 

very important, somewhat important, not too important, or not at all important? 
 

 Jun 28-Jul 9 
 2012  
 49 Very important 
 34 Somewhat important 
 11 Not too important 
 5 Not at all important 
 1 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 
 
READ FOR ALL: 
On a few issues in the news… 
ASK FORM 2 ONLY [N=1507]: 
Q.23F2 Thinking about the Supreme Court … In your view, do you think the current Supreme Court is 

conservative, middle of the road, or liberal? 
 
 Jun 28-Jul 9  Jul 1-5 Apr 21-26 July 
 2012  2010 2010 2007 
 24 Conservative 23 24 36 
 41 Middle of the road 39 36 35 
 23 Liberal 23 24 14 
 12 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 14 16 15 
 
ASK ALL: 
Q.24 Do you approve or disapprove of the United States conducting missile strikes from pilotless aircraft 

called drones to target extremists in countries such as Pakistan, Yemen and Somalia?  
 
 Jun 28-Jul 9  Apr 
 2012  20126

 55 Approve 62 
 

 34 Disapprove 28 
 11 Don't know/Refused (VOL.) 10 
 
ASK FORM 1 ONLY [N=1466]: 
Q.25F1 President Obama recently announced a policy that will allow many illegal immigrants who were 

brought to the U.S. as children to remain in the U.S. and apply for work permits. Do you approve or 
disapprove of this new policy?  

 
 Jun 28-Jul 9 
 2012  
 63 Approve 
 33 Disapprove 
 4 Don't know/Refused (VOL.) 
 
ASK FORM 2 ONLY [N=1507]: 
Q.26F2 Thinking about immigrants whose parents brought them to the United States illegally when they 

were children… Would you favor or oppose a law that would let these young adults become legal 
residents if they go to college or serve in the military for two years?  

 
 Jun 28-Jul 9 
 2012  
 74 Favor 
 21 Oppose 
 5 Don't know/Refused (VOL.) 
 
NO QUESTIONS 27-29 
                                                 
6  Trend from Pew Global Attitudes Project 
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ASK ALL: 
Q.30 Do you strongly favor, favor, oppose or strongly oppose [INSERT ITEM; ASK ITEMS IN ORDER] 
 
 ----------Favor--------- ---------Oppose-------- 
  Strongly   Strongly  (VOL.) 
 Total favor Favor Total oppose Oppose DK/Ref 
a. Allowing gays and lesbians  
  to marry legally 
 Jun 28-Jul 9, 20127

 Jun 7-17, 2012 48 23 25 44 23 21 9 
 48 23 25 44 24 20 8  

 Apr 4-15, 2012 47 22 25 43 22 21 11 
 Sep 22-Oct 4, 2011 46 -- -- 44 -- -- 9 
 Feb 22-Mar 1, 2011 45 20 25 46 25 21 9 
 Aug 25-Sep 6, 2010 43 16 27 47 26 22 10 
 Jul 21-Aug 5, 2010 41 17 24 48 24 24 10 
 Aug 11-17, 2009 39 14 25 53 31 22 8 
 Mid-April, 2009 35 14 21 54 31 23 11 
 August, 2008 39 13 26 52 30 22 9 
 June, 2008  40 15 25 52 31 21 8 
 Late May, 2008 38 15 23 49 29 20 13 
 November, 2007 36 12 24 54 29 25 10 
 August, 2007 36 13 23 55 31 24 9 
 Early January, 2007 37 13 24 55 33 22 8 
 Early November, 2006 (RVs) 30 10 20 57 31 26 13 
 July, 2006 35 12 23 56 31 25 9 
 June, 2006 33 13 20 55 32 23 12 
 March, 2006 39 10 29 51 28 23 10 
 July, 2005 36 13 23 53 31 22 11 
 December, 2004 32 14 18 61 38 23 7 
 August, 2004 29 8 21 60 35 25 11 
 July, 2004 32 10 22 56 33 23 12 
 Mid-March, 2004 32 10 22 59 35 24 9 
 Early February, 2004 30 9 21 63 42 21 7 
 November, 2003 30 10 20 62 41 21 8 
 October, 2003 30 9 21 58 33 25 12 
 Mid-July, 2003 38 10 28 53 30 23 9 
 March, 2001 35 8 27 57 34 23 8 
 June, 1996 27 6 21 65 41 24 8 
 
b. Allowing gays and lesbians to  
  adopt children 
 Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 52 23 28 42 22 20 7 
 August, 2008 46 16 30 48 26 22 6 
 July, 2006 42 11 31 52 28 24 6 
 March, 2006 46 14 32 48 26 22 6 
 September, 1999 38 10 28 57 30 27 5 
  

                                                 
7  In Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012, Sep 22-Oct 4, 2011, July 21-Aug 5, 2010, Aug 11-17, 2009, August 2008, August 2007, Early 

January 2007, Early November 2006, March 2006, July 2005, December 2004, Early February 2004, November 2003, 
Mid-July 2003, March 2001 and June 1996 the question was asked as part of a list of items. In Jun 7-17, 2012, Apr 4-15, 
2012, August 2009, April 2009, May 2008 and June 2008, the question read “allowing gay and lesbian couples;” all other 
instances read “allowing gays and lesbians.” 
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ASK FORM 1 ONLY[N=1466]: 
Q.31F1 In your opinion, do you think that homosexuality is [READ IN ORDER]  
 
 Jun 28-Jul 9  July Oct L.A. Times 
 2012  2006 2003    Dec 19858

 41 Something that people are born with  36 30 20 
 

 13 Something that develops because  
    of the way people are brought up 13 14 22 
 35 Or is it just the way that some people prefer to live? 38 42 42 
 11 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 13 14 16 
 
ASK FORM 1 [N=1466]: 
Q.32F1 Do you think a gay or lesbian person’s sexual orientation can be changed or cannot be changed?  

 
 Jun 28-Jul 9 July Oct 
 2012  2006 2003 
 36 Can be changed 39 42 
 51 Cannot be changed 49 42 
 13 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 12 16 
 
NO QUESTION 33 
 
ASK ALL: 
Thinking about the health care debate… 
Q.34 Do you approve or disapprove of the health care legislation passed by Barack Obama and Congress 

in 2010?  
ASK IF APPROVE OR DISAPPROVE (Q.34=1,2) 
Q.35 Do you [approve/disapprove] very strongly, or not so strongly?  
 
   Very Not so (VOL.) Dis- Very Not so (VOL.) (VOL.) 
  Approve strongly strongly DK/Ref approve strongly strongly DK/Ref DK/Ref 
 Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 47 31 15 1 43 33 10 * 9 
 Jun 7-17, 2012 43 26 17 1 48 35 13 * 9 
 Apr 4-15, 2012 41 -- -- -- 49 -- -- -- 10 
 Mar 7-11, 2012 47 -- -- -- 45 -- -- -- 8 
 Jan 5-9, 20119

 Nov 4-7, 2010 43 -- -- -- 47 -- -- -- 10 
 41 -- -- -- 48 -- -- -- 11 

 Sep 9-12, 2010 38 -- -- -- 45 -- -- -- 17 
 Aug 25-Sep 6, 2010 44 -- -- -- 46 -- -- -- 10 
 Jul 8-11, 2010 35 -- -- -- 47 -- -- -- 17 
 Apr 1-5, 2010 40 -- -- -- 44 -- -- -- 16 
 

TREND FOR COMPARISON 
As of right now, do you generally favor or generally oppose the health care bills being discussed in 
Congress?  
IF FAVOR OR OPPOSE: Do you (favor/oppose) these health care bills very strongly, or not so 
strongly? 10

 
 

  Generally Very Not so (VOL.)Generally- Very Not so (VOL.) (VOL.) 
  favor strongly strongly DK/Ref oppose strongly strongly DK/Ref DK/Ref 
 Mar 11-21, 2010 40 -- -- -- 47 -- -- -- 13 
 Mar 10-14, 2010 38 -- -- -- 48 -- -- -- 13 
 Feb 3-9, 2010 38 -- -- -- 50 -- -- -- 12 
  

                                                 
8 In December 1985 the Los Angeles Times question was worded: AIn your opinion, what causes homosexuality? Is it...@ 
9  In January 2011 the question asked about legislation passed “last year,” and in November 2010 it read “earlier this year.” 

In September, August and July the question asked about legislation passed “in March.” In April, the question asked about 
the legislation passed “last month.” 

10  From December 9-13, 2009 and earlier, questions asked about “health care proposals” rather than “health care bills.” 
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Q.34/35 CONTINUED… 
   Very Not so (VOL.) Dis- Very Not so (VOL.) (VOL.) 
  Approve strongly strongly DK/Ref approve strongly strongly DK/Ref DK/Ref 
 Jan 6-10, 2010 39 23 14 2 48 36 11 1 13 
 Dec 9-13, 2009 35 -- -- -- 48 -- -- -- 17 
 Nov 12-15, 2009 42 -- -- -- 39 -- -- -- 19 
 Oct 28-Nov 8, 2009 38 -- -- -- 47 -- -- -- 15 
 Sep 30-Oct 4, 2009 34 20 13 1 47 35 11 1 19 
 Sep 10-15, 2009 42 29 11 2 44 34 10 * 14 
 Aug 20-27, 2009 39 25 13 1 46 34 12 1 15 
 Jul 22-26, 2009 38 -- -- -- 44 -- -- -- 18 
 
NO QUESTIONS 36-39 
 
ASK ALL: 
On a different subject… 
Q.40 These days, how much do you think churches, synagogues and other houses of worship contribute 

to solving important social problems…a great deal, some, not much, or nothing at all? 
 
 Jun 28-Jul 9  Aug Jul Mar Sept 
 2012  2008 2005 2001   200011

 26 A great deal 24 20 23 28 
 

 40 Some 51 46 52 44 
 22 Not much 16 23 18 21 
 10 Nothing at all 7 7 4 4 
 3 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 2 4 3 3 

 
ASK ALL: 
Q.41 During political elections, should churches and other houses of worship come out in favor of one 

candidate over another, or shouldn't they do this?  
 
 Jun 28-Jul 9  Jul 21-Aug 5 Aug Aug Aug Mar 
 2012  2010 2008 2007 2004 2002 
 27 Should come out in favor of candidates 24 29 28 25 22 
 66 Should not come out in favor of candidates 70 66 63 65 70 
 7 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 6 5 9 10 8 
 
ASK ALL: 
Q.42 At the present time, do you think religion as a whole is increasing its influence on American life or 

losing its influence?  
  Increasing Losing (VOL.) (VOL.) 
  Influence Influence Same DK/Ref 
 Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 25 66 2 7    
 Jul 21-Aug 5, 2010 23 67 3 7 
 July, 2006 34 59 2 5 
 Mid-July, 2003 30 56 5 9 
 March, 2002 37 52 3  8 
 December, 2001 (Gallup) 71 24 2  3 
 Mid-November, 2001 78 12 3  7 
 March, 2001 37 55 4  4 
 March, 2000 (Gallup) 37 58 0  5 
 June, 1998 (Gallup) 37 56 4  3 
 March, 1994 (Gallup) 27 69 2  2 
 March, 1988 (Gallup) 36 49 6  9 
 June, 1984 (Gallup) 42 39 14  6 
 December, 1978 (Gallup) 37 48 10  5 
 December, 1974 (Gallup) 31 56  8  5 

                                                 
11  Based on registered voters. Question was worded: "These days, how much do you think churches, synagogues and 

mosques contribute to solving important social problems... a great deal, some, not much, nothing at all?" 
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Q.42 CONTINUED… 
  Increasing Losing (VOL.) (VOL.) 
  Influence Influence Same DK/Ref 
 April, 1968 (Gallup) 19 67  8  7 
 February, 1965 (Gallup) 33 45 13  8 
 February, 1962 (Gallup) 45 32 17  7 
 March, 1957 (Gallup) 69 14 10  6 
 
IF GAVE RESPONSE IN Q.42 (Q.42=1,2,3), ASK: 
Q.42b All in all, do you think this is a good thing or a bad thing? 
 
 BASED ON TOTAL: 
 
 Jun 28-Jul 9   Jul 21-Aug 5 Jul Mar 
 2012   2010 2006 2002 
 25 Increasing influence  23 34 37 
   16   Good thing    13    21    31 
    8  Bad thing    7    11    4 
    1  Both/Neither/Depends (VOL.)    2    1    1 
    *  Don’t know/Refused    1    1    1 
 66 Losing influence 67 59 52 
   12   Good thing    10    6    5 
    49  Bad thing    53    50    44 
    3  Both/Neither/Depends (VOL.)    2    2    2 
    2  Don’t know/Refused    2    1    1 
 2 Same (VOL.) 3 2 3 
 7 No opinion 7 5 8 
 
ASK FORM 1 ONLY [N=1466]: 
RANDOMIZE Q.43F1/Q.44F2 AND Q.45 
Q.43F1 How do you feel about this statement: It makes me uncomfortable when politicians talk about how 

religious they are. Do you completely agree, mostly agree, mostly DISagree, or completely 
DISagree with it?  

 
 Jun 28-Jul 9  Aug Aug Aug Sep 
 2012  2008 2007 2004 2000 (RVs) 
 17 Completely agree 17 15 12 25 
 26 Mostly agree 29 28 28 25 
 31 Mostly disagree 29 30 34 26 
 21 Completely disagree 21 20 22 19 
 5 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 4 7 4 5 
 
ASK FORM 2 ONLY [N=1507]: 
RANDOMIZE Q.43F1/Q.44F2 AND Q.45 
Q.44F2 How do you feel about this statement: It makes me uncomfortable when politicians talk about their 

religious faith and beliefs. Do you completely agree, mostly agree, mostly DISagree, or completely 
DISagree with it?  

 
 Jun 28-Jul 9  
 2012  
 14 Completely agree 
 23 Mostly agree 
 33 Mostly disagree 
 24 Completely disagree 
 5 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 
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ASK ALL: 
RANDOMIZE Q.43F1/Q.44F2 AND Q.45 
Q.45 How do you feel about this statement: It’s important to me that a president have strong religious 

beliefs. Do you completely agree, mostly agree, mostly DISagree, or completely DISagree with it?  
 
 Jun 28-Jul 9  Aug Aug Aug Sept 
 2012  2008 2007 2004 2000 (RVs) 
 30 Completely agree 32 30 29 35 
 37 Mostly agree 40 39 41 35 
 17 Mostly disagree 14 16 15 17 
 12 Completely disagree 11 11 11 10 
 4 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 3 4 4 3 
 
ASK ALL: 
RANDOMIZE Q.46 AND Q.47 
Q.46 Do you think that conservative Christians have gone too far in trying to impose their religious values 

on the country, or don’t you think Conservative Christians have gone too far?  
 
 Jun 28-Jul 9  Aug Jul 
 2012  2006 2005 
 48 Yes, think that conservative Christians have gone too far  49 45 
 44 No, don’t think that conservative Christians have gone too far 43 45 
 7 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 8 10 
 
ASK ALL: 
RANDOMIZE Q.46 AND Q.47 
Q.47 Do you think that liberals have gone too far in trying to keep religion out of the schools and the 

government, or don’t you think liberals have gone too far?  
 
 Jun 28-Jul 9  Aug Jul 
 2012  2006 2005 
 65 Yes, think that liberals have gone too far 69 67 
 30 No, don’t think that liberals have gone too far 26 28 
 5 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 5 5 
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FOR ALL READ: 
Thinking now about your religion… 
ASK MAIN SAMPLE (SEGMENT=1,2): 
RELIG  What is your present religion, if any? Are you Protestant, Roman Catholic, Mormon, Orthodox such 

as Greek or Russian Orthodox, Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu, atheist, agnostic, something else, 
or nothing in particular? 

 
INTERVIEWER: IF R VOLUNTEERS “nothing in particular, none, no religion, etc.” BEFORE 
REACHING END OF LIST, PROMPT WITH: and would you say that’s atheist, agnostic, or just 
nothing in particular?]  

 
IF SOMETHING ELSE, NOTHING IN PARTICULAR OR DK/REF (RELIG = 11, 12, 99) ASK: 
CHR Do you think of yourself as a Christian or not?  

 
IF R NAMED A NON-CHRISTIAN RELIGION IN PREVIOUS QUESTION (e.g. Native 
American, Wiccan, Pagan, etc.), DO NOT READ (ENTER "NO" CODE 2) 
 

 Jun 28-Jul 9  
 2012  
  Protestant (Baptist, Methodist, Non-denominational, Lutheran, Presbyterian, 
 43  Pentecostal, Episcopalian, Reformed, Church of Christ, Jehovah’s Witness, etc.) 
 22 Roman Catholic (Catholic) 
 2 Mormon (Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints/LDS) 
 1 Orthodox (Greek, Russian, or some other orthodox church) 
 2 Jewish (Judaism) 
 1 Muslim (Islam) 
 1 Buddhist 
 * Hindu 
 3 Atheist (do not believe in God) 
 3 Agnostic (not sure if there is a God) 
 2 Something else (SPECIFY) 
 11 Nothing in particular 
 7 Christian (VOL.) 
 * Unitarian (Universalist) (VOL.) 
 2 Don't Know/Refused (VOL.) 
 
IF CHRISTIAN (RELIG=1-4, 13 OR CHR=1), ASK: 
BORN Would you describe yourself as a "born-again" or evangelical Christian, or not?  
 
 Jun 28-Jul 9  
 2012  
 37 Yes, would 
 36 No, would not 
 * Undesignated 
 3 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 
 77% Christian 
 
ASK ALL: 
ATTEND Aside from weddings and funerals, how often do you attend religious services... more than 

once a week, once a week, once or twice a month, a few times a year, seldom, or never?  
 
 More than Once Once or twice A few times   (VOL.)  
 once a week a week a month a year Seldom Never DK/Ref 
Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 14 25 16 17 15 12 1   
Jul 21-Aug 5, 2010 14 25 14 20 15 11 2 
August, 2009 14 23 16 18 16 11 1 
August, 2008 13 26 16 19 15 10 1 
Aug, 2007 14 26 16 18 16 9 1 
July, 2006 15 25 15 18 14 12 1 
July, 2005 14 27 14 19 14 11 1 
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ATTEND CONINTUED… 
 
 More than Once Once or twice A few times   (VOL.) 
 once a week a week a month a year Seldom Never DK/Ref 
Aug, 2004 13 25 15 20 15 11 1 
July, 2003 16 27 15 18 14 10 * 
March, 2003 15 24 15 21 15 9 1 
March, 2002 15 25 17 18 15 9 1 
Mid-Nov, 2001 16 26 14 17 16 10 1 
March, 2001 17 26 17 17 15 7 1 
Sept, 2000 (RVs) 17 28 16 17 13 8 1 
June, 1997 12 26 17 20 15 10 * 
June, 1996 14 25 17 21 13 9 1 
 
ASK ALL: 
Q.50  How important is religion in your life – very important, somewhat important, not too important, or 

not at all important?  
 

 Jun 28-Jul 9  Jul 21-Aug 5 Aug Aug Aug 
 2012  2010 2009 2008 2007 
 58 Very important 58 57 58 61 
 22 Somewhat important 24 25 27 24 
 10 Not too important 9 8 7 8 
 9 Not at all important 8 8 7 6 
 1 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 1 1 1 1 
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ASK IF R SAYS RELIGION IS IMPORTANT TO THEM BUT DOES NOT ATTEND SERVICES REGULARLY 
(ATTEND=4,5,6 AND Q50=1,2) [N=843]: 
Q.51 People tell us there are a variety of reasons they don’t attend religious services more often. Just in 

your own words, what would you say is the main reason you don’t attend religious services more 
often?  

 
BASED ON ALL ASKED; FIRST RESPONSE ONLY  
 
 Jun 28-Jul 9  
 2012  
 40 NET Religion-related reasons 
    20    Don’t agree (with religion/local church); don’t believe in religion; not necessary to attend; 

churches do not reflect respondent’s beliefs 
    5    Hypocrisy (of religion, churches, leaders, people); Don’t practice what they preach 
    3    Religion/churches/leaders too concerned with money/power/politics; corrupt/corruption 
    3    Religion/churches/leaders too pushy/demanding; too dogmatic; too intolerant 
    3    General dislike of church leaders/religious leaders 
    2    Looking for/haven’t found suitable church; Don’t belong to a church 
    1    General dislike of/discomfort with other people in church; churches/religion unwelcoming 
    1    Poor services/music/preaching 
    3    Other religion-related reason 
 23 NET Practical difficulties 
    12    Work 
    6    Health issues (of respondent/respondent’s family) 
    4    Difficulties with travel/transportation 
    1    Inconvenient 
    1    Children/childcare 
    *    Other practical difficulty 
 22 NET Personal Priorities 
    15    Too busy; other things respondent would rather be doing; don’t have time 
    3    Laziness 
    3    No reason; don’t feel like it; just don’t go; not that important 
    1    Not relevant; don’t get anything out of it 
 5 Other/uncodeable 
 9 Don’t know/Refused 
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ASK ALL: 
Q.52 People practice their religion in different ways. Outside of attending religious services, do you pray 

[READ LIST]  
 
 Jun 28-Jul 9  Aug Aug 
 2012  2009 2007 
 38 Several times a day 36 35 
 20 Once a day 19 21 
 13 A few times a week 14 15 
 3 Once a week 4 4 
 5 A few times a month 6 6 
 10 Seldom 11 11 
 9 Never 8 6 
 2 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 2 2 
 
ASK ALL: 
Q.53 Do you believe in God or a universal spirit, or not?  
IF BELIEVE IN GOD/UNIVERSAL SPIRIT (Q.53=1), ASK: 
Q.54 How certain are you about this belief? Are you absolutely certain, fairly certain, not too certain, or 

not at all certain? 
 
 BASED ON TOTAL: 
 
    Gallup Gallup Gallup Gallup 
 Jun 28-Jul 9  Aug Dec Dec Nov Jun 
 2012  2007 1994 1988 1978   197612

 91 Yes, believe in God 94 96 95 94 94 
 

    69 Absolutely certain 73     
    17 Fairly certain 16     
    3 Not too certain 3     
    1 Not at all certain 1     
    1 Don’t know/refused (VOL.) 1     
 7 No, do not believe in God 4 3 5 4 3 
 2 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 2 1 1 2 2 
 
NO QUESTION 54-69 
  

                                                 
12  Based on responses from a national sample aged 15 and over. 
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ASK ALL: 
On another subject… 
Q.70 Thinking about when you were a child, in what religion were you raised, if any? Were you 

Protestant, Roman Catholic, Mormon, Orthodox such as Greek or Russian Orthodox, Jewish, Muslim, 
Buddhist, Hindu, atheist, agnostic, something else, or nothing in particular?  

 
[INTERVIEWER: IF R VOLUNTEERS “nothing in particular, none, no religion, etc.” BEFORE 
REACHING END OF LIST, PROMPT WITH: and would you say that was atheist, agnostic, or just 
nothing in particular?] 

 
IF SOMETHING ELSE OR DK (Q.70=11, 99), ASK: 
Q.71 And was that a Christian religion, or not?  
 
 Jun 28-Jul 9  
 2012  
  Protestant (Baptist, Methodist, Non-denominational, Lutheran, Presbyterian, 
 47  Pentecostal, Episcopalian, Reformed, Church of Christ, Jehovah’s Witness, etc.) 
 31 Roman Catholic (Catholic) 
 2 Mormon (Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints/LDS) 
 1 Orthodox (Greek, Russian, or some other orthodox church) 
 2 Jewish (Judaism) 
 1 Muslim (Islam) 
 * Buddhist 
 * Hindu 
 * Atheist (do not believe in God) 
 1 Agnostic (not sure if there is a God) 
 1 Something else (SPECIFY) 
 8 Nothing in particular 
 4 Christian (VOL.) 
 * Unitarian (Universalist) (VOL.) 
 1 Don't Know/Refused (VOL.) 
 
ASK IF RELIGION IS “NOTHING IN PARTICULAR” (RELIG=12): 
Q.72 Earlier you mentioned that you don’t currently belong to any religion in particular. Would you say 

you are you looking for a religion that would be right for you, or are you not doing this?  
 
BASED THOSE SAYING RELIGION IS “NOTHING IN PARTICULAR” (N=631): 
 
 Jun 28-Jul 9  
 2012  
 10 Yes, looking for a religion 
 88 Not doing this 
 2 Don't know/Refused (VOL.) 
 
ASK ALL: 
Q.73 As I read a short list of statements about churches and other religious organizations, please tell me 

if you agree or DISagree with each one.  First, churches and other religious organizations [INSERT; 
RANDOMIZE]? Do you agree or disagree? How about, churches and other religious organizations 
[INSERT NEXT ITEM]? Do you agree or disagree? Next, they [INSERT NEXT ITEM]? [READ AS 
NECESSARY: “Do you agree or disagree?” and clarify “churches and other religious organizations”]  

 
    (VOL.) 
  Agree Disagree DK/Ref 
a. Focus too much on rules 
  Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 51 43 6   
 
b. Are too concerned with money 
  and power 
  Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 51 44 5  
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Q.73 CONTINUED… 
 
    (VOL.) 
  Agree Disagree DK/Ref 
NO ITEM C 
 
d. Are too involved with politics 
  Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 46 49 5   
 
e. Protect and strengthen morality  
  in society  
  Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 76 20 4   
 
f. Bring people together and strengthen  
 community bonds  
  Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 88 10 2   
 
g. Play an important role in helping 

 the poor and needy  
  Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 87 11 1   
 
NO QUESTION 74 
 
ASK IF R IS NOT MORMON (RELIG≠3): 
Now thinking about the Mormon religion, also known as the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints… 
ASK IF R HAS A RELIGION OTHER THAN MORMONISM [RELIG=1-2, 4-8, 11, 13-14 OR (RELIG=99 
AND CHR=1)]:  
Q.75 From what you know, do you think that the Mormon religion and your own religion have a lot in 

common, or do you think that the Mormon religion and your religion are very different?  
ASK IF R IS ATHEIST, AGNOSTIC, NOTHING IN PARTICULAR OR DK & NOT CHRISTIAN (RELIG=9, 
10, 12 OR (RELIG=99 AND CHR=2, 9)): 
Q.76 From what you know, do you think that the Mormon religion and your own beliefs have a lot in 

common, or do you think that the Mormon religion and your beliefs are very different?  
 
 BASED ON TOTAL 
 
 Jun 28-Jul 9  Nov 9-14 Aug 
 2012  2011 2007 
 23 A lot in common 22 23 
 60 Very different 64 63 
 16 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 12 13 
 2 Respondent is Mormon 2 2 
 
ASK FORM 2 IF R IS NOT A MORMON (FORM=2 AND RELIG≠3): 
Q.77 Do you, yourself happen to know anyone who is Mormon?  
 
 BASED ON ALL FORM 2 (N=1507) 
 
 Jun 28-Jul 9  Nov 9-14 Aug 
 2012  2011 2007 
 48 Yes 48 48 
 48 No 49 50 
 1 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 1 1 
 2 Respondent is Mormon 2 2 
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ASK IF R IS NOT A MORMON (RELIG≠3): 
Q.78 Based on what you have read or heard about Mormons, do you think their religion is a Christian 

religion, or do you think it is not a Christian religion?  
 
 BASED ON TOTAL 
 
 Jun 28-Jul 9  Nov 9-14 Aug 
 2012  2011 2007 
 49 Yes, their religion is a Christian religion 51 51 
 31 No, their religion is not a Christian religion 31 31 
 18 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 16 17 
 2 Respondent is Mormon 2 2 
 
NO QUESTION 79 
 
ASK a-b IF CATHOLIC (RELIG=2); ASK c-e IF CATHOLIC OR RAISED CATHOLIC (RELIG=2 OR 
Q.70=2):  
Thinking about the Catholic Church… 
Q.80 How satisfied are you with the leadership provided by [INSERT; RANDOMIZE]? Very satisfied, 

somewhat satisfied, somewhat dissatisfied, or very dissatisfied? How satisfied are you with the 
leadership provided by [INSERT NEXT ITEM]? Very satisfied, somewhat satisfied, somewhat 
dissatisfied, or very dissatisfied? How about [INSERT NEXT ITEM]? [READ AS NECESSARY: 
“Very satisfied, somewhat satisfied, somewhat dissatisfied, or very dissatisfied?”]  

 
      (VOL.) 
  Very Somewhat Somewhat Very Don’t go (VOL.) 
  satisfied satisfied dissatisfied dissatisfied to church DK/Ref 
   
BASED ON CATHOLIC [N=619]: 
a. Your parish priest or priests  
 Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 49 33 7 6 1 3 
 Wash Post: June, 2002 56 25 3 8 4 4 
 Wash Post: March, 2002 57 29 5 3 5 1 
 Time/CNN: July, 2001 56 31 5 2 -- 6 
 Time/CNN: September, 1995 48 32 7 4 -- 9 
 Time/CNN: August, 1993 44 34 9 5 -- 8 
 Time/CNN: June, 1992 53 27 7 4 -- 9 
 
b. Your bishop  
  Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 36 39 11 6 -- 8 
 Wash Post: June, 2002 32 33 11 15 -- 9  
 Wash Post: March, 2002 40 36 11 6 -- 7  
 Time/CNN: July, 2001 42 39 5 1 -- 13  
  Time/CNN: September, 1995 35 38 8 4 -- 15  
 Time/CNN: August, 1993 30 45 8 3 -- 14 
  Time/CNN: June, 1992 45 29 5 4 -- 17 
 
c. American bishops in general  
  Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 24 46 13 12 -- 5 
 Wash Post: June, 2002 12 39 15 27 -- 7  
 
d. The Pope 
  Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 34 40 13 8 -- 5 
  Wash Post: June, 2002 32 40 8 17 -- 3  
  Wash Post: March, 2002 41 38 13 4 -- 3 

 Time/CNN: July, 2001 59 25 10 2 -- 4 
  Time/CNN: September, 1995 48 35 7 4 -- 6  
 Time/CNN: August, 1993 32 49 13 2 -- 4 
 Time/CNN: June, 1992 57 29 3 4 -- 7 
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Q.80 CONTINUED…     (VOL.) 
  Very Somewhat Somewhat Very Don’t go (VOL. 
  satisfied satisfied dissatisfied dissatisfied to church DK/Ref 
e. Catholic nuns and sisters in the U.S. 
 Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 50 33 6 4 -- 6 
 
ASK ALL: 
Q.81 How much, if anything, have you heard about the Catholic bishops in the U.S. protesting 

government policies that they believe are restricting religious liberty? Have you heard [READ]  
 
 Jun 28-Jul 9  
 2012  
 19 A lot 
 40 A little 
 40 Nothing at all 
 1 Don't know/Refused (VOL.) 
 
ASK IF HEARD A LOT OR A LITTLE (Q.81=1,2): 
Q.82 Do you completely agree, mostly agree, mostly disagree or completely disagree with the concerns 

raised by the bishops?  
 
        Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 
 Based on Based on heard 
 total a lot or a little 
 24 41 Agree 
 8 14 Completely agree 
 16 27 Mostly agree 
 28 47 Disagree 
 17 29 Mostly disagree 
 10 17 Completely disagree 
 7 12 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 
 41 -- Have not heard about the bishops protest  
 [2973] [1861] 
 
ASK IF ATTEND SERVICES AT LEAST MONTHLY (ATTEND 1-3) [N=1710]: 
Q.83 Have clergy at your church or place of worship spoken out about government policies that they 

believe are restricting religious liberty, or not?  
 
 Jun 28-Jul 9  
 2012  
 25 Yes 
 72 No 
 3 Don't know/Refused (VOL.) 
 
NO QUESTION 84-94 
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ASK ALL: 
Q.95 Now, thinking about Barack Obama’s religious beliefs… Do you happen to know what Barack 

Obama’s religion is? Is he Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu, atheist, agnostic, or 
something else? [INTERVIEWERS: IF R SAYS “MULTIPLE FAITHS/ALL OF THE ABOVE,” 
RECORD AS “8-SOMETHING ELSE” AND RECORD VERBATIM RESPONSE] 

      (RVs) 
 Jun 28-Jul 9  Jul 21-Aug 5 March Mid-Oct Mid-Sept June  March 
 2012  2010 200913

  Christian (include volunteers of: Protestant, 
 2008 2008 2008 2008 

  Church of Christ, Trinity Church, Baptist, 
 45 Methodists, etc.)  34 48 51 48 57 47 
 * Jewish * 0 * 1 1 * 
 16 Muslim (include Islam/Islamic) 18 11 12 12 12 12 
 * Buddhist 1 * 0 * * * 
 * Hindu * * 0 * * * 
 * Atheist * * * * * * 
 * Agnostic * * * * * * 
 1 Something else 2 * 1 4 2 1 
 36 Don’t know 43 34 32 33 25 36 
 1 Refused (VOL.) 2 6 3 2 3 3 
 
ASK IF GAVE ANSWER IN Q.95 (Q.95<9): 
Q.96 And in general, would you say you personally are comfortable or uncomfortable with Barack 

Obama’s religious faith? 
   
 BASED ON TOTAL: 
 
 Jun 28-Jul 9 
 2012 
 42 Comfortable 
 16 Uncomfortable 
 4 Doesn’t matter/Doesn’t make much difference (VOL.) 
 1 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 
 
 37 No answer to Obama’s religion 
 
ASK ALL: 
Q.97 Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as a [INSERT; RANDOMIZE], or not? And generally 

speaking, do you think of yourself as a [INSERT NEXT ITEM], or not?  
 
    (VOL.) 
  Yes No DK/Ref 
a. Religious person 
  Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 65 34 1   
 
b. Spiritual person 
  Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 78 21 2   
 
  

                                                 
13  In August 2009 and before, respondents who answered Don’t Know were asked: “Is this because you’ve heard different 

things about his religion, or because you just don’t know enough about him?” 
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ASK ALL: 
PARTY In politics TODAY, do you consider yourself a Republican, Democrat, or independent?  
ASK IF INDEP/NO PREF/OTHER/DK/REF (PARTY=3,4,5,9): 
PARTYLN As of today do you lean more to the Republican Party or more to the Democratic Party?  
 
     (VOL.) (VOL.) 
     No Other (VOL.) Lean Lean 
  Republican Democrat Independent preference party DK/Ref Rep Dem 
 Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 24 33 37 3 * 3 15 17 
 Jun 7-17, 2012 24 33 39 2 * 2 17 17 
 May 9-Jun 3, 2012 24 32 36 4 * 4 13 14 
 Apr 4-15, 2012 24 31 39 3 * 2 15 15 
 Mar 7-11, 2012 24 34 36 3 1 2 16 17 
 Feb 8-12, 2012 26 32 36 4 1 2 13 17 
 Jan 11-16, 2012 22 31 42 3 * 2 17 16 
 Jan 4-8, 2012 26 31 35 4 * 4 14 14 
 Dec 7-11, 2011 23 33 38 3 * 2 12 17 
 Nov 9-14, 2011 24 33 38 3 1 2 16 15 
 Sep 22-Oct 4, 2011 23 33 38 2 1 3 18 16 
 Aug 17-21, 2011 24 30 40 3 * 3 17 18 
 Jul 20-24, 2011 24 32 38 4 * 2 16 14 
 Yearly Totals  
 2011 24.3 32.3 37.4 3.1 .4 2.5 15.7 15.6 
 2010 25.2 32.7 35.2 3.6 .4 2.8 14.5 14.1 
 2009 23.9 34.4 35.1 3.4 .4 2.8 13.1 15.7 
 2008 25.7 36.0 31.5 3.6 .3 3.0 10.6 15.2 
 2007 25.3 32.9 34.1 4.3 .4 2.9 10.9 17.0 
 2006 27.8 33.1 30.9 4.4 .3 3.4 10.5 15.1 
 2005 29.3 32.8 30.2 4.5 .3 2.8 10.3 14.9 
 2004 30.0 33.5 29.5 3.8 .4 3.0 11.7 13.4 
 2003 30.3 31.5 30.5 4.8 .5 2.5 12.0 12.6 
 2002 30.4 31.4 29.8 5.0 .7 2.7 12.4 11.6 
 2001 29.0 33.2 29.5 5.2 .6 2.6 11.9 11.6 
 2001 Post-Sept 11 30.9 31.8 27.9 5.2 .6 3.6 11.7 9.4 
 2001 Pre-Sept 11 27.3 34.4 30.9 5.1 .6 1.7 12.1 13.5 
 2000 28.0 33.4 29.1 5.5 .5 3.6 11.6 11.7 
 1999 26.6 33.5 33.7 3.9 .5 1.9 13.0 14.5 
 1998 27.9 33.7 31.1 4.6 .4 2.3 11.6 13.1 
 1997 28.0 33.4 32.0 4.0 .4 2.3 12.2 14.1 
 1996 28.9 33.9 31.8 3.0 .4 2.0 12.1 14.9 
 1995 31.6 30.0 33.7 2.4 .6 1.3 15.1 13.5 
 1994 30.1 31.5 33.5 1.3 -- 3.6 13.7 12.2 
 1993 27.4 33.6 34.2 4.4 1.5 2.9 11.5 14.9 
 1992 27.6 33.7 34.7 1.5 0 2.5 12.6 16.5 
 1991 30.9 31.4 33.2 0 1.4 3.0 14.7 10.8 
 1990 30.9 33.2 29.3 1.2 1.9 3.4 12.4 11.3 
 1989 33 33 34 -- -- -- -- -- 
 1987 26 35 39 -- -- -- -- -- 
 
ASK ALL: 
TEAPARTY2 From what you know, do you agree or disagree with the Tea Party movement, or don’t you 

have an opinion either way?  
     (VOL.)  Not 
    No opinion Haven’t (VOL.) heard of/ 
  Agree Disagree either way heard of Refused DK 
 Jun 28-Jul 9, 2012 19 27 49 3 2 --  
 Jun 7-17, 2012 21 25 52 2 1 -- 
 May 9-Jun 3, 2012 16 25 54 2 3 -- 
 Apr 4-15, 2012 20 26 50 3 2 -- 
 Mar 7-11, 2012 19 29 48 2 2 -- 
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TEAPARTY2 CONTINUED… 
     (VOL.)  Not 
    No opinion Haven’t (VOL.) heard of/ 
  Agree Disagree either way heard of Refused DK 
 Feb 8-12, 2012 18 25 53 2 2 -- 
 Jan 11-16, 2012 20 24 52 2 2 -- 
 Jan 4-8, 2012 18 25 52 2 3 -- 
 Dec 7-11, 2011 19 27 50 2 2 -- 
 Nov 9-14, 2011 20 27 51 1 1 -- 
 Sep 22-Oct 4, 2011 19 27 51 2 1 -- 
 Aug 17-21, 2011 20 27 50 1 1 -- 
 Jul 20-24, 2011 20 24 53 1 1 -- 
 Jun 15-19, 2011 20 26 50 3 2 -- 
 May 25-30, 2011 18 23 54 2 2 -- 
 Mar 30-Apr 3, 2011 22 29 47 1 1 -- 
 Mar 8-14, 2011 19 25 54 1 1 -- 
 Feb 22-Mar 1, 2011 20 25 52 2 2 -- 
 Feb 2-7, 201114

 Jan 5-9, 2011 24 22 50 2 1 -- 
 22 22 53 2 2 -- 

 Dec 1-5, 2010 22 26 49 2 2 -- 
 Nov 4-7, 2010 27 22 49 1 1 -- 
 Oct 27-30, 2010 (RVs) 29 25 32 -- 1 13 
 Oct 13-18, 2010 (RVs) 28 24 30 -- 1 16 
 Aug 25-Sep 6, 2010 (RVs) 29 26 32 -- 1 13 
 Jul 21-Aug 5, 2010 22 18 37 -- 1 21 
 Jun 16-20, 2010 24 18 30 -- * 27 
 May 20-23, 2010 25 18 31 -- 1 25 
 Mar 11-21, 2010 24 14 29 -- 1 31 

                                                 
14  In the February 2-7, 2011 survey and before, question read “…do you strongly agree, agree, disagree or strongly 

disagree with the Tea Party movement…” In October 2010 and earlier, question was asked only of those who had heard 
or read a lot or a little about the Tea Party. In May 2010 through October 2010, it was described as: “the Tea Party 
movement that has been involved in campaigns and protests in the U.S. over the past year.” In March 2010 it was 
described as ”the Tea Party protests that have taken place in the U.S. over the past year.” 
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